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SINGAPORE — Adults with 

autism can now have more 

support in their search for 

employment, as the Autism 

Resource Centre (ARC) officially 

launched its Employability and 

Employment Centre yesterday.

The centre is the first of 

its kind to provide an employ-

ment service to adults with au-

tism here. It aims to help them 

with the assessment of learn-

ing strengths, training of vo-

cational skills, job placements 

and support at the workplace.

Over the next three years, 

it hopes to help some 100 

adults with autism, said ARC 

president and Member of Par-

liament Denise Phua.

A pilot programme began 

in the middle of last year and 

currently has 16 clients at vari-

ous stages of the programme.

Eligible persons must be 

above 16 years of age and be a 

Singapore citizen with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder as the pri-

mary disability.

Employability training 

lasts for six months on average, 

while the duration of job sup-

port varies for each individual 

depending on their readiness at 

the time of assessment.

Programme fees have not 

been finalised by the ARC, but 

they will be subsidised during 

the first year. First-year fees for 

the pilot ranged from S$100 to 

S$250 each month.

The centre has 10 members, 

including one senior manager, 

three assessors and six job coach-

es to help adults with autism.

While it seeks to increase 

their employability and help 

them succeed in their place-

ments, Ms Phua felt the centre 

cannot do it alone.

“Other critical success 

factors include the quality of 

education during their school 

years and thereafter; and good 

family support in helping their 

children develop more inde-

pendent daily living skills so 

they can be more employable,” 

she said. aManda Lee
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SINGAPORE — The satellite partnership 

between some Special Education (SPED) and 

mainstream schools is set to be expanded so 

that more SPED students can share playtime 

during recess and school events with their 

mainstream school peers.

Education Minister Heng Swee Keat 

said the Ministry of Education (MOE) is 

looking at how to include the remaining 12 

SPED schools that do not have such partner-

ships in the initiative.

But no timeline has been set, as there 

are factors to consider, such as proximity be-

tween partner schools and ways to provide 

social interaction, he said during a visit to 

Townsville Primary School yesterday.

Partnerships between mainstream 

schools and SPED schools can include both 

the academic and social aspects. Currently, 

only two SPED schools — Canossian School 

and Pathlight School (Secondary) — enjoy 

both academic and social integration.

Townsville Primary has partnered with 

neighbouring Pathlight School (Primary) so 

that students can mingle during recess and 

school events like Racial Harmony Day.

This year, Pathlight students have also 

started visiting Townsville instead of only 

playing host and will get to spend 15 minutes 

during recess time playing board games and 

sports with their mainstream peers.

All Pathlight students get between 10 

and 20 weeks of interaction time with stu-

dents from Townsville each year.

Pathlight principal Linda Kho said that 

students are prepped beforehand, such as 

by touring Townsville to familiarise them 

with the environment and having teachers 

from both schools work together to share 

knowledge on autism.

Townsville student Puneet Bhaskar, 11, 

said the experience taught him about spe-

cial needs and he now understands the need 

to take the initiative in befriending pupils 

from Pathlight.

“Some of the students are so shy and 

need time to warm up to you but everyone 

is different, so it’s okay. I just hope that I get 

to meet the same student more often instead 

of different ones every other time so that I 

can get to know him better,” he said.

The MOE also announced yesterday  

that six primary schools will be starting 

school-based student care centres in the 

next two years to meet the needs of stu-

dents from lower-income families or who 

lack family support at home.

Three of the schools — East View, Fuhua 

and Da Qiao — will open their centres this 

year, while Queenstown, Opera Estate and 

Balestier Hill will open theirs next year.

The student care centre at Townsville, 

which opened last year, is now running on 

full capacity, with 15 students on its waiting 

list. About 30 per cent of its 118 students 

are on financial assistance schemes and the 

staff help in monitoring their homework 

and organising play activities after school.

Weighing in on the recent debate 
where some members of the public 
wondered if giving out cash rewards 
in the Edusave Character Award 
would send the wrong message, 
Education Minister heng Swee Keat 
noted that shifting the focus of the 
Edusave awards is in line with a holis-
tic education.

he felt students who may not be 
strong academically but demonstrate 
values, for instance resilience, should 
be given “the opportunity to be  
recognised”.

“Some parents may use the award 
to buy textbooks, reading materials … 
it is really a choice for parents.”

he added it is important to ensure a 
rigorous selection process where “it is 
not a contest among students to show 
who is better but to have a process that 
allows key factors to be considered”.

the MoE will stipulate the criteria 
for schools and the selection panel 
will include the principal, school staff, 
parents and students.

“It should not detract from the fact 
that doing good should come from 
intrinsic motivation and the award has to 
be seen in relation to all other things we 
are doing to promote values and charac-
ter education (in schools),” he said.

¢ shifting edusave focus ‘in 
Line with hoListic education’

The centre aims  

to help adults  

with autism with  

the assessment of  

learning strengths, 

training of vocational 

skills, job placements 

and support at  

the workplace.
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