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SinGAporE — It’s not often a Singapore 
citizen writes a critical post on his 
blog about national policy or emails 
a Government leader with his views, 
and winds up invited to a private face-
to-face chat with said minister.

But at least three individuals in the 
past two months have found them-
selves offered that unique opportunity 
to meet Mr K Shanmugam one-on-one. 

Blogger and train officer Alan Tang, 
48, who uses the moniker Gintai, had 
in April written a post questioning 
housing prices and postulating that 
Permanent Residents seemed to have 
more benefits than Singaporeans. 

The post was widely circulated and 
found its way to Mr Shanmugam’s Fa-
cebook page and his email inbox. Two 
months later, in June, Mr Tang was 
exchanging views with the Minister 
for Law and Foreign Affairs, in an 
hour-long session at the latter’s office.

“I read (the post) ... I assessed him 
to be sincere and genuine, so I wanted 
to meet up with him,” Mr Shanmugam 
told TODAY earlier this week, in an 
interview this paper had requested. 

“I went into it thinking that it was 
an off-the-record discussion, and then 
he wanted to blog about it,” he said, 
on being surprised by Mr Tang’s de-
tailed post about their discussion af-
terwards. “It’s a new experience — 
now I know,” he added good-naturedly.

Mr Shanmugam said he “enjoyed 
the conversation”. “What he said left 

Bloggers, a student, an unhappy 
resident among those invited  
to private chats with the Law 
and Foreign Affairs Minister 

me with some things to think about, 
and I think I also left him with many 
things to think about.”

‘ThE Kind of pErSon WE  
nEEd To undErSTAnd’

Just the day before this interview, on 
Monday, Mr Shanmugam had spent 
one-and-a-half hours with an unhap-
py Nee Soon resident, who had been 
sending “many critical emails” ex-
pressed in “somewhat intemperate 
language” to him and other govern-
ment agencies.

today’S interView with mr k Shanmugam

Understanding their 
concerns, one on one
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SinGAporE — After 81 long years, 
Fraser & Neave’s (F&N) days as a 
brewer are almost over as it suc-
cumbed yesterday to a S$5.3-bil-
lion offer for Asia-Pacific Brewer-
ies (APB) from its Dutch partner 
Heineken.

The offer values F&N’s inter-
est in APB at S$50 per share and 
S$163 million for its other assets 
held by Asia Pacific Investment, 
F&N’s equal joint venture with 
Heineken. Heineken, which already 
owns 42 per cent of APB, will take 
over F&N’s 39.7 per cent stake in 
the brewer — subject to sharehold-
er approvals, boosting its stake in 
the producer of Tiger Beer to near-
ly 81.7 per cent.

F&N has recommended that its 
shareholders accept the offer. 

F&N Chairman Lee Hsien Yang 
said: “While all of us at F&N main-
tain a strong emotional attachment 
to APB and the Tiger Beer brand, 
this offer price of S$50 represents 
an attractive premium and the sale 
of APB allows us to immediately 
unlock substantial value in the beer 
business, which is consistent with 
our intent to maximise returns for 
F&N shareholders.”

Many will lament the falling of 
another national icon into foreign 
hands but Heineken’s deep pockets 
could also take the Tiger brand to 
new heights. 
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Actions by the 
Government impact 
on people in a number 

of ways, and we need to 
understand exactly how is 
it impacting across a cross-
section ... The reason I meet 
them is because it gives me a 
raw, unedited, unexpurgated 
viewpoint on issues.
mr K Shanmugam
Minister for laW and foreign affairs

Mr K Shanmugam has been meeting up privately with a wide cross-section of 
individuals. photo ernest chua

hEinEKEn 
ShArES 
jump 4.2%

heineken 
shares jumped 
4.2 per cent to 
€46.30 (s$71) 
each in euronext 
intra-day trading 
yesterday. 
trading in f&n 
and apB shares 
were halted in 
the last two days. 
f&n shares have 
jumped 31.5 per 
cent this year to 
close at s$8.15 
on Wednesday. 
apB shares, 
which last traded 
at s$49.50, have 
surged 71.9 per 
cent since the 
start of the year.


