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SHOULD club members who call for extraordinary 

general meetings (EGMs) be made to pay the cost 

of failed meets? That is what the chairman of the 

Singapore Island Country Club is pushing for.

In a letter to members last week, ahead of 

today’s annual general meeting, Mr Koh Yong 

Guan — appointed chairman by the club’s land-

lord, the Public Utilities Board — lamented the 

constant bickering at the club, which counts 

among its 7,500 members some of Singapore’s 

elite in government and business.

He remarked on “the tendency by certain 

members to call for EGMs”, which are “costly for 

the club to hold, costing about $20,000 of members’ 

money each time”. He said: “Members who petition 

for EGMs must be held more accountable.”

In all the EGMs held, only a “very small per-

centage” of members who requested the meeting 

actually turned up. He cited, for example, the EGM 

on Sept 4: Just 32 of the 364 members who called 

for it attended, and the motion was defeated.

Mr Koh thus suggested increasing the 

number of signatures needed for an EGM from 

300 to a “more sensible number”. He also wants 

at least half of those who sign to be at the EGM 

for a quorum to proceed. 

“If no quorum is obtained and the EGM does 

not proceed, then require that all the members 

who had signed the petition to collectively pay 

for the cost of the EGM,” he said.

Today’s AGM appears set to be another con-

troversy-filled event. This is despite the fact that 

lawyer Jimmy Yim of Drew & Napier and banker 

Eugene Yang of BNP Paribas have been elected un-

opposed as president and treasurer respectively.

Among the points of contention: A bid by Ms 

Kay Swee Pin to stand for election to the club’s 

governing general committee. Some members 

are opposed to her bid as she is suing SICC and its 

2005/2007 committee for defamation, after she 

was suspended when the club ruled she had lied 

about her marriage in order to get her husband 

spousal benefits.

Others want the general committee and the 

club’s management to be more accountable to 

members, especially in its finances. It came as a 

surprise to many members that for a club with 

reserves of over $400 million, it lacked, until 

recently, a set of financial policy and procedures. 

Mr Koh decided to put matters right, by coming 

out with his own set in July.

SICC aGM today

Accountability issues

THE Manpower Ministry uncovered 35 

safety violations across nine shipyards, in 

a weekend after-office-hours inspection 

dubbed operation “Seagull” on Sept 13. In-

spectors found three main areas of concern: 

Fall hazards, electrical hazards and the lack 

of safe entry and exit points at work areas. 

The nine shipyards were issued a total 

of 25 composition fines and warning let-

ters, while eight fines and warnings went 

to subcontractors. Another two warnings 

were issued to individuals: A supervisor 

and a ship repair manager. All parties were 

instructed to rectify the safety lapses before 

work could resume in those areas. 

The ministry will continue to conduct 

inspections across workplaces, and issue 

stop-work orders where there is imme-

diate danger to workers. Companies and 

individuals who fail to ensure workplace 

safety may be charged under the Work-

place Safety and Health Act. 938LIVe
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SOME 500 invitations were sent out 

to them for the first time, and about 

three-fifths of the new permanent 

residents (PRs) and new citizens re-

sponded positively.

They arrived yesterday at the 

Tampines Changkat Community Club 

Open House to find activities incor-

porating their participation, and even 

vouchers they could use for conver-

sational language courses.

With a greater national focus on 

the issue of integration, constituencies 

such as Tampines Changkat — where 

the number of new citizens increased 

from 87 in 2007 to 168 last year — are 

also stepping up their efforts.

And new citizen G Devi Ravi, a 

systems programmer originally from 

India, is impressed by the lengths 

community leaders are going to make 

him feel welcome.

“It’s an opportunity to meet dif-

ferent people in the community,” said 

the 34-year-old.

The “special effort to absorb our 

new immigrants”, said Tampines MP 

Irene Ng, should get a boost from the 

$10-million Community Integration 

Fund announced this month.

“We have funds now, about 

$30,000, which are used for integra-

tion purposes,” she explained.

“But we need to have a mega 

event that will have a big impact. 

We don’t want to just win over new 

immigrants but Singaporeans as well 

— everybody have fun together and 

get to know each other.”

Other constituencies have also 

been tapping funds for integration 

activities. Jalan Besar MP Denise 

Phua said her grassroots organisa-

tions are encouraged to use a Com-

munity Enhancement Plus Fund of 

up to $120,000 under the Central 

Community Development Council. 

This year, they held a food fair.

“Our constituency includes Kam-

pong Glam and parts of Little India, 

so for our new residents, there is a 

kaleidoscope of events for us to work 

with,” said Ms Phua.

Welcoming newcomers with 
vouchers for language courses
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