
I REFER to recent press re-
ports on killer litter in
Housing Board estates.

However, there are other situ-
ations where litter also has the
potential to become dangerous.

I used to lunch frequently at
Market Street Food Centre, on
the second and third floors of
Golden Shoe Carpark.

Occasionally, I saw trays,
plates, cups and cutlery placed
on parapets facing Market
Street or a back alley.

These were put there by un-
thinking customers who wanted
to sit at nearby tables which had
not been cleared.

They did not realise that oth-

er people passing by could acci-
dentally knock into them, turn-
ing them into killer litter for
those walking below.

Even if the object is light,
someone might get a dunking
from leftover drinks, soup or gra-
vy.

I would have taken these dirty
dishes and placed them on a ta-
ble or the floor instead, where
they would not be a hazard. 

I would like to suggest that
the National Environment Agen-
cy make changes to the the para-
pets so that things can on longer
be placed on them.

Perhaps this could be done
by installing a half pipe that cov-

ers the gap between the wall
and the present railing.

Also, signs warning people
not to place objects on the para-
pets may help.

There may be other places
with similar situations.  

It also amazes me whenever I
see food remnants, chopsticks
and other debris left on floors or
steps in public areas by people
who have accidentally spilled or
dropped them. 

Even if they do not wish to
dirty their hands by picking
them up, the least they could do
is kick them to the side, where
they are less likely to be stepped
upon.

Imagine the injuries which
could result should the elderly
or pregnant women slip on
them. 

We can all contribute to-
wards making our environment
safer by being more thoughtful.
MR ONG HONG BEE

PARENTS’ involvement in their chil-
dren’s education is important.

They are the first source of sup-
port, guidance and motivation for
their kids, and can bring out the best
in them.

However, because of busy work
schedules, most parents leave their
children’s education to teachers.

Some are willing to pay a high
price for private tutors.

While their intentions are good, is
this enough to ensure their children’s
success?

Here are a few tips on motivating
kids to excel which I gathered after
speaking to parents:

Reward system
Reward your children whenever they
score well in examinations.

Ask them what they want and
make them work hard to achieve
their rewards.

However, they need to take note of
their children’s capabilities and set re-
alistic targets for them.

A reward system also teaches chil-
dren independence. It helps parents
see their children’s capabilities and
strengthens family ties.

Support
Parents have to be by their children’s
side and help them with their home-
work.

They should try not to leave their
kids alone as the children might give
up if they cannot handle the work.

However, a parent’s role is to ask
questions, not give answers.

They should try to avoid over-
stretching their children by making
them study all the time.

Kids need a break, too. Let them
play games or go outdoors to
destress.

This simple reward will motivate
them to study, as they will realise that
if they work, they can also get to play.
It would also be good if parents could
join in the games.

Relationships
It is important for children to have a
close relationship with their parents.

In Asia, it is rare to see parents
treating their children like friends.

However, times have changed. Be-
fore, parents were seen as disciplinari-
ans. But while such methods worked
then, children nowadays are smarter.

What they need from parents is
guidance, not threats, to make the
right decisions.

There are many way for parents to
get involved in their children’s lives –
not only in education, but also in
their social lives.

While parents have a lot to teach
their children, they should learn from
them, too.
MR NUR SUHARDI MOHAMED
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to children’s education
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STEPS ON DISABLED-FRIENDLY
BUSES NEEDED TO FIT ENGINE

WE REFER to Ms Chua Kim
Choo’s letter, “Disabled-friendly
buses not commuter-friendly”
(my paper, Dec 9).

We would like to clarify
some points about the features
of wheelchair-accessible buses
(WABs).

Each of SMRT’s 134
environmentally-friendly WABs
can accommodate 24 sitting
passengers, 56 standing
passengers and up to two
passengers in wheelchairs.

Each WAB has a low
floorboard and flat surface to
facilitate boarding for passen-
gers in wheelchairs and the
elderly.

WABs are also designed
with a “kneeling” device that
can tilt the whole bus to the left,
making it easier for those in
wheelchairs to board.

Because of the design of the
low floorboard which is neces-
sary for WABs, there are two
steps at the rear of the bus to
accommodate the engine
compartment.

As a multi-modal transport
service provider, SMRT is
continually looking at ways to
enhance commuters’ conve-
nience.

We hope to provide a
pleasant travel experience for
both passengers in wheelchairs
and other commuters, and will
continue to explore the use of
bus models that will serve the
needs of all commuters.

We thank the writer for her
feedback and giving us the
opportunity to clarify matters.
MS BERNADETTE LOW
MANAGER, CORPORATE
MARKETING AND
COMMUNICATIONS
SMRT CORPORATION LTD

EDUCATE S’POREANS TO
KEEP LEFT AT ALL TIMES

I WAS in Kuala Lumpur in June
and travelled around on public
transport.

When walking, I was
surprised that everyone kept to
the left.

They did the same on
overhead bridges and on trains,
people entered on the left and
exited on the right.

Is it possible to educate
people here to do the same?

It will be especially helpful
for joggers and cyclists at
beaches and parks.

The elderly would also not
have to move from left to right
while climbing the stairs of
overhead bridges.
MR KUMAR VORA
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