
BEIJING

L EGENDARY Led Zeppe-
lin guitarist Jimmy
Page, Aerosmith, and

the Black Eyed Peas will head-
line a free April concert on Bei-
jing’s Olympic Green, promot-
ers said on Wednesday.

The ShowOf Peace is sched-
uled for April 17 to mark Earth
Day, which promotes aware-
ness of environmental issues,
promoter Rick Garson said.

He called it the first global
peace and environment con-
cert in China featuring
world-famous celebrities and
musicians.

“Tickets are free. You can’t
charge for peace and green-
ness,” Mr Garson told reporters.

He added: “What we are go-
ing to do is raise money, obvi-
ously, from sponsorship, inter-
national distribution, merchan-
dising, ringtones, DVDs and
CDs.”

Organisers were also talk-
ing with other artists about
performing, such as Pearl
Jam, Lady Gaga, Green Day,
and 50 Cent, while numerous

Chinese musicians were being
brought in too, he said.

Page said: “My belief in mu-
sic as a universal language is
the reason I returned to Bei-
jing to voice my support for
the Show Of Peace.”

He had performed Led Zep-
pelin classic Whole Lotta Love
at the closing ceremony of the
Beijing Olympics last year.

He added: “This (concert)
is a tribute to the power of mu-
sic and its positive effect (on
people).”

Discussions were underway
on the numbers of concert-
goers who will be allowed to at-
tend, which organisers hoped
would number up to 100,000,
Mr Garson said.
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pered that she was “weird”.
Still, I didn’t hear anyone say

that they regretted going. Espe-
cially not when the artiste end-
ed her show by handing out
flowers (lisianthus blooms, to be
exact) and copies of her set list
to those in the front rows.

If Cat Power was a little
strange, lead singer Karen O of
the YYY was the high priestess
of weird. She pranced around in
a romper whose bottoms looked
oddly diaper-like. She popped
the head of her microphone into
her mouth. She screamed out
numbers like Heads Will Roll, a
jubilant grin on her face.

Luckily, it worked. The
crowd – mostly skinny-panted
hipsters – lapped it up.

Demand has obviously
opened up for more left-field
acts. Cat Power and the YYY
gigs were sold out – both played
to audiences of 1,800.

Kudos to concert promoters
like Greenhorn Productions, re-
sponsible for the sold-out Death
Cab For Cutie show last year
and for the YYYs gig, for recog-
nising that audiences are hun-
gry for these shows.

The Esplanade, too, which
brought in Cat Power and which
will be hosting Canadian indie
singer-songwriter Patrick
Watson next week, has long

pushed alternative names to
give variety to its audience.

But as more such names visit
Singapore, one must remember
that these indie acts don’t al-
ways give shows in line with
what one might expect.

The Feb 7 Florence And The
Machine gig, by Chugg Enter-
tainment, may be a loose can-
non: Lead singer Florence
Welch has been described as a
“true freak, a beautiful oddity”
(New Musical Express) who is

known to play sets “full of inti-
mate strife” (The New York
Times). The March 29 Imogen
Heap gig could turn out to be
unusual as well.

An alternative act may prove
to be incendiary or puzzling.
Sometimes, it can be both.
Sometimes, it can be, yes, totally
weird. But I’ll tell you what, they
are always interesting. And
thank heavens for that, for they
are never, ever bland.
myp@sph.com.sg

Led Zep to play
free China gig

More demand for diverse music acts

WEIRD AND WONDERFUL: Karen O of the Yeah Yeah Yeahs
and Cat Power. (PHOTOS: JONATHAN KWA, ESPLANADE)
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