
BY RACHEL CHAN

S INGAPORE needs to im-
prove the skills of its work-
ers in all sectors, have

more enterprise innovation and
restructure its industries in the
next five years in order to do

well, said Minister Mentor Lee
Kuan Yew yesterday.

He said: “Every worker has
to be re-skilled, re-trained and
re-educated to achieve higher
standards of capabilities.”

To achieve this, the Govern-
ment will continue to support
schemes such as the Skills Pro-
gramme for Upgrading and Re-
silience, Continuing Education
and Training, and Jobs Re-crea-
tion Programme, he said.

The National Trades Union
Congress has to work with the
Government and employers to
get workers to take advantage of
these retraining programmes,
he said.

Those aged between 45 and
65, who have had fewer school-
ing opportunities in their youth,
should all the more go for re-

training, as they have many
more years of work ahead of
them, said Mr Lee.

He also called on employers
to encourage workers to enrol
for courses, and to give them
time off from work to do so.

He noted that Singapore has
done well in the past year de-
spite the recession, and enjoyed
higher incomes, better homes
and a growing economy over the
last five years.

Higher incomes and in-
creased prosperity have pushed
up prices of properties, includ-
ing HDB flats, leading to young
people waiting to buy their first
HDB flats complaining of high
prices.

Singaporeans have to in-
crease their productivity in or-
der to continue to grow and
prosper, as the country plans to

slow down its intake of foreign-
ers, he said.

The same number of Singapo-
rean workers must “produce
more by better training, acquir-
ing higher level of skills, work-
ing smarter andmaking a collec-
tive effort as the Japanese do to
make their companies succeed”,
he said.

If Singaporeans fail to do so,
there will be fewer jobs, lower
salaries and decreasing asset
values, said Mr Lee.

By then, even with more new
flats available, young Singapore-
ans – who will face more difficul-
ties at finding jobs – would not
be able to afford them.

And instead of complaining
about rising housing prices, the
values of Housing Board flats
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BY KENNY CHEE

CONSUMERS who do not like
the idea of ordering Google’s
Nexus One smartphone online –
the only official way to buy it
now – have found another way
to lay their hands on the device.

Singaporeans and even for-
eigners have been flocking to
Sim Lim Square – where retail-
ers have been selling the device
since last month – to snap it up,
despite a mark-up in the price.

Last week, my paper found
at least six electronics shops
there selling Google’s first smart-
phone for $938 to $1,080 –
more than the $877 that con-

sumers here would have to pay
to buy it online.

This comprises US$577.31
(S$813.18) for the phone, power
adaptor and shipping fees; and
S$64 for GST and local han-
dling charges.

The Nexus One began retail-
ing officially online on Jan 5. It
can be shipped only to four mar-
kets – Singapore, Hong Kong,
Britain and the United States.

Retailers here said they are
selling the Nexus One at a high-
er price to cover their overheads
and make a profit.

Like the phones bought di-
rectly online, those sold at Sim
Lim Square come with a

one-year warranty by its manu-
facturer HTC, but when the war-
ranty kicks in depends on when
the shops here got the phone.

At least one shop can also

put in a request to have Google
engrave words of a customer’s
choice on a Nexus One, just as
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LOCAL BUYS: Google Nexus One (right) and Amazon Kindle
(left), available at Sim Lim Square. (PHOTO: NEO XIAOBIN)
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