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IN PARLIAMENT

Inter-ministerial  
committee reorganised, 
secretariat strengthened
SINGAPORE — As a global agreement on 

climate change gets closer to becoming 

reality, and Singapore gears up to deliver on 

its domestic commitments, a single body 

will now coordinate two key aspects — the 

international and the domestic — of the 

country’s climate change policies.

The Inter-Ministerial Committee on 

Climate Change will be reorganised to focus 

both on formulating and implementing 

mitigation measures at home, and on in-

ternational negotiation strategies.

Its National Climate Change Secretariat 

will also be strengthened. Currently lo-

cated in the Foreign Affairs Ministry, it 

will be brought instead under the Prime  

Minister’s Office and headed by a Perma-

nent Secretary, to “reflect the important 

scope of policy matters to be coordinated”, 

announced Senior Minister S Jayakumar.

The inter-ministerial committee was 

set up in 2007 — comprising Government 

leaders from six ministries and headed by 

Professor Jayakumar — to focus mainly on 

“formulating Singapore’s positions and 

strategy for the international negotiations” 

on climate change. Its bodies are serviced 

by a dedicated national secretariat.

In the meantime, domestic mitigation 

measures under the Sustainable Singa-

pore Blueprint have been coordinated by 

the Ministry for National Development 

(MND) and Ministry for the Environment 

and Water Resources (MEWR).

“But now, the country is entering a new 

phase,” said Prof Jayakumar.

“As we get closer to a global agreement 

on climate change, the focus will shift to-

wards what we need to do domestically to 

fulfil our obligations. 

“Singapore will have to introduce meas-

ures that go beyond the 7-to-11 per cent 

below ‘Business as Usual’ under the Sustain-

able Singapore Blueprint ... 

“We must formulate climate change 

policies that strike the right balance be-

tween regulatory, fiscal and other meas-

ures, and, at the same time, enable us to 

sustain economic growth. 

“Developing these policies and imple-

menting these measures will need close 

coordination among the various agencies,” 

he said. 

Hence, the reorganisation.

The inter-ministerial panel will now 

have two working groups instead: One, fo-

cusing on international negotiations strat-

egy, to be led by the Second Permanent  

Secretary for Foreign Affairs; and the sec-

ond, focused on domestic climate change 

mitigation measures, co-chaired by the 

Permanent Secretaries for Trade and In-

dustry and Finance.

As for other key aspects of sustainable 

development not related directly to climate 

change — such as water security, air quality, 

waste minimisation, biodiversity and sky 

rise greenery — these will continue to be 

overseen by MND and MEWR.

Professor Jayakumar also informed 

Parliament on Friday that Singapore has 

been invited to serve in a high-level advi-

sory group on financing aspects of climate 

change, formed by the United Nations Sec-

retary General. 

The country’s representatives will be 

Finance Minister Tharman Shanmugarat-

nam and Second Minister for Finance Lim 

Hwee Hua. 

SINGAPORE — The Ministry of 

Manpower (MOM) will tie up 

with IE Singapore to give profes-

sionals, managers, executives and 

technicians (PMETs) exposure to 

working in different countries 

through overseas attachments.

This is one of many pro-

grammes planned for them to 

develop “horizontal skills” — so 

that there is breadth of knowl-

edge, besides specialised skills, 

in the workforce.

Another example: MOM will 

launch later this year a Work-

force Skills Qualifications (WSQ) 

programme in Business Manage-

ment, which will cover 10 key 

areas such as negotiation and 

risk management.

This complements the re-

cently introduced WSQ Manu-

facturing Sales and Marketing 

programme for engineers and 

technicians in the manufactur-

ing sector.

“In this way, these otherwise 

purely technical professionals 

will be become marketing and 

sales-savvy,” Minister of State 

(Manpower) Lee Yi Shyan said 

on Friday in Parliament.

MOM will also create more 

“vertical upgrade paths” for 

PMETs in key growing sectors 

such as digital animation, human 

resources, aerospace, environ-

mental technology and energy 

management.

Last year, about 1,700 PMETs 

signed up for conversion training 

— there are 50 such programmes 

in professions like public rela-

tions, social work and occupa-

tional therapy — of which 500 

were placed in related jobs and 

200 have completed training.

EsthEr ng

The Opposition on electoral changes
SINGAPORE — Several Opposi-

tion parties without a current 

presence in Parliament have ex-

pressed concern over some of 

the proposed rule changes on 

Internet elections advertising, 

which were tabled in Parliament 

on Thursday.

National Solidarity Party sec-

retary-general Goh Meng Seng 

wondered if the ban against pub-

lishing falsehoods about a candi-

date could be enforced fairly.

Also, he pointed out: “Defa-

mations are civil cases under the 

law, so isn’t it contradictory that 

something that falls into that cat-

egory is now a seizable offence?

“What if a member of the 

ruling party says something un-

flattering about an Opposition 

politician … who is going to ini-

tiate that investigation?”

Reform Party secretary-gen-

eral Kenneth Jeyaretnam, too, 

noted: “There are existing libel 

laws which the Government 

have used effectively, so why do 

we need new ones?” 

In the proposed tweaks to 

the Parliamentary and Presiden-

tial Elections Acts, publishing 

false statements about the per-

sonal character or conduct of a 

candidate could earn one a fine 

or a jail term of up to 12 months, 

or both.

Should the changes be 

passed, any election advertising 

will be banned not just on Poll-

ing Day but also the eve — the 

new “Cooling Off Day”. This set 

Mr Goh wondering: “Would it 

be an offence for any opposition 

member to appear at a coffee 

shop during this period to talk 

about the elections?”

The Singapore Democratic 

Party, however, shrugged off the 

changes. “We intend to bring up 

the level of our Internet presence 

and campaigning during the 

elections, with or without the 

changes to the Internet guide-

lines,” said assistant secretary-

general John Tan.

Meanwhile, the stipulation 

that just two Non-Constituency 

MPs (NCMPs) could come from a 

single Group Representation Con-

stituency did not faze some. NCMP 

seats are for the best-performing 

losing opposition candidates, and 

the Constitutional changes would 

make for at least nine opposition 

members — elected or otherwise 

— in the House.

Said Singapore Democratic 

Alliance secretary-general Des-

mond Lim: “These proposals 

makes no difference ... our first 

mindset is to win, not to think of 

consolations.”

Workers’ Party chairman 

Sylvia Lim, an NCMP, said the 

party will give its views when 

Parliament debates the motion 

next month, as will Singapore 

People’s Party secretary-general 

Chiam See Tong, MP for Potong 

Pasir. Zul othMan

$21,000, and in the Pohs’ case, re-

possession of their flat.

It is understood that HDB will 

return Mr Poh his $150,000 less 

penalties, that were not disclosed. 

Property agents told MediaCorp 

the flat could have fetched about 

$320,000 at today’s market pric-

es.

Mr Poh is the first to have his 

flat compulsorily acquired since the 

HDB tightened rules against un-

authorised subletting in February, 

requiring flat owners who sub-let 

rooms in their HDB flats to register 

with the board within seven days 

of doing so. 

They are also required to no-

tify the HDB when they renew or 

terminate the sub-letting of rooms. 

Prior to Feb 1, there was no need to 

seek prior approval for subletting 

of rooms.

Mdm Khoo was listed as the 

flat’s occupier when, in fact, it was 

illegally rented out to three Bur-

mese couples for $1,900 a month.

When the HDB learned of this 

in November, it told Mr Poh to evict 

his tenants immediately, otherwise 

his flat would be seized. But the Pohs 

allowed their tenants to remain.

A Notice of Board’s Intention 

was served on Dec 23 to compul-

sorily acquire the flat. 

The next day, the Pohs ap-

pealed to the HDB against the ac-

quisition.

When the HDB interviewed the 

Pohs on Jan 5, they claimed that 

they did not know that they needed 

HDB’s approval for subletting.

The HDB found out that Mr Poh 

is linked to two other cases of un-

authorised subletting: One, as an 

agent for his wife’s aunt, whose flat 

in Bukit Batok had been sublet to 

Burmese monks for use as a medi-

tation centre at a monthly rent of 

$1,400 since July last year. Mrs Poh’s 

aunt was not living in the flat.

In the second case, Mr Poh’s 

daughter had sublet her Telok 

Blangah flat without approval, for 

$900 a month. She too did not live 

there.

According to the HDB, the cases 

belied Mr Poh’s claims of being un-

aware of its rules. He also showed 

a “persistent disregard” of its rules. 

As such, the HDB said it would be 

taking legal action to compulsorily 

acquire both flats.
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STAMP DuTIES 
AcT AMENDED

The Bill enabling stamp duty 
to be imposed on some private 
residential property owners was 
urgently passed in Parliament on 

Friday.
The Stamp Duties (Amendment) 

Act was deemed to have come into 
operation on Feb 20 — the same 
day the National Development 

Ministry began imposing a 
stamp duty on private residential 
property buyers who sell within 
a year of purchase, in order to 
deter “flipping” and dampen 

speculation.
The Act provides for an additional 
“duty payable by a vendor, lessor 

or transferor” who disposes of 
the relevant properties within the 

prescribed period after acquisition. 
Previously, only buyers had to pay 

stamp duties.
In a rare move, the Government 

tabled the Bill under a certificate 
of urgency — which meant it 
was heard and passed in one 

Parliamentary sitting instead of 
waiting for the next session in 

April. nEo chaI chIn
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