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Thai protesters 
reject talks after 
deadly clashes
Seventeen civilians  
and four soldiers killed  
in Saturday’s protests

BANGKOK — Anti-government protesters 

rejected talk of negotiations yesterday and 

called on the king to intervene, after the 

country’s worst political violence in almost 

two decades left at least 21 dead and over 

800 injured.

Protest leaders, who have promised 

to maintain their campaign until the gov-

ernment dissolves Parliament and calls 

fresh elections, demanded Prime Minister 

Abhisit Vejjajiva step down and leave the 

country.

Mr Abhisit refused to bow to the Red 

Shirts’ calls to resign but offered his con-

dolences over the deaths.

Seventeen civilians, including a Japa-

nese TV cameraman, and four soldiers were 

killed in the clashes on Saturday.

Violence erupted when troops tried to 

clear one of two sites in the centre of the 

capital occupied by the protesters for the 

past month. Soldiers fired in the air and 

used tear gas while the Reds responded 

by hurling rocks.

Both sides have accused the other of 

using live ammunition. Emergency services 

said two protesters were killed by gunshot 

wounds to the head.

But the government denied troops 

had opened fire on protesters with live 

rounds. 

“Weapons were used only in self de-

fence and to fire into the air. We don’t find 

any evidence that soldiers used weapons 

against people,” said government spokes-

man Panitan Wattanayagorn.

The government said an investigation 

had been launched into the violence and 

that negotiations were under way to bring 

about a resolution to the stand-off without 

further unrest.

The protesters have asked King Bhu-

mibol Adulyadej, who has been in hospital 

since September, to intervene in the crisis. 

Although he has no official political role, 

the 82-year-old king is widely seen as a 

unifying figure. 

During a 1992 uprising he chastised 

both the military and protest leaders, ef-

fectively bringing the violence to an end.

But analysts said there is no easy way 

out for the government.
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SINGAPORE — With some Op-

position parties recently step-

ping up their visibility in certain 

Group Representation Constit-

uencies (GRC), the prospect of 

an electoral contest is making 

not just some would-be voters, 

but also Education Minister Ng 

Eng Hen “very happy”.

At Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC, 

where leaders of the Singapore 

Democratic Alliance and the 

Reform Party were on a meet-

and-greet walkabout last week, 

Dr Ng yesterday called the po-

litical competition “healthy”.

“It’s a good development 

because it allows residents and 

Singaporeans to, first of all, 

know what various political 

parties are offering, what they 

stand for, how they are going to 

improve the estate, how they 

are going to improve the lives of 

the residents and their policies,” 

said Dr Ng, one of the GRC’s five 

Members of Parliament and also 

the Second Defence Minister.

Noting that the Opposition 

parties have been working the 

ground more regularly, he said: 

“I think all in all, it’s good for 

politics in Singapore.”

He encouraged prospec-

tive new candidates to come 

to the ward and meet residents 

who can then ask what they 

are about. “I think it’s healthier 

for Singapore rather than just 

appearing before the elections 

and then not continuing.” 

The incumbent People’s 

Action Party (PAP) team, on its 

part, has been visiting the ward 

regularly since “immediately” 

after the last elections in 2006 

— and would continue to do so 

regardless of whether they face 

a rival team at the next polls,  

Dr Ng said, speaking to report-

ers on the sidelines of a walk-

and-jog event in Toa Payoh.

Asked if he was worried 

about facing a fight — the GRC 

has been uncontested since it 

was formed in 1997 — Dr Ng 

said: “We must never be com-

placent. Whether there’s a con-

test or not, you must assume 

we’re going to be contested, 

and that is what I, as (PAP’s) 

organising secretary and coor-

dinating the candidate search, 

tell would-be candidates.”

A similar point was ech-

oed by Manpower Minister Gan 

Kim Yong over at Hong Kah 

GRC yesterday. The MPs were 

focused on serving residents 

and upgrading the estate, he 

said, and “quite a lot of pro-

grammes” have been rolled out 

to assist needy families.

The GRC last Friday saw 

the Reform Party going on a 

walkabout; the new party has 

also indicated interest in Mr 

Gan’s single-member seat of 

Chua Chu Kang.

Such incessant working of 

the ground by PAP MPs, noted 

Dr Ng, is vital to the party’s re-

newal efforts. When MPs are 

moved around different wards 

at each election, they depend on 

the efforts of the incumbents. 

“If any MP or Minister moves, 

we know that the ground has 

been ... taken care of,” he said.

About one quarter of the 

PAP’s slate at each election is 

new blood. 

“Continuity is important 

so that programmes that we 

— the previous MPs — started 

20 to 25 years ago, will con-

tinue. And if you look around 

at the residents, there’s a lot of 

goodwill. They know what we 

stand for.”
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