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PUB: We 
were caught 
off-guard

lEong WEE kEAt
weekeat@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — A day after PUB 

blamed a blocked drain for the 

Orchard Road flood, its chief 

executive admitted on Friday 

that the national water agency 

was “caught off-guard” by what 

happened at Stamford Canal, the 

main drainage artery in the area.

When the downpour began 

on Wednesday morning, PUB 

staff kept a close watch on Bukit 

Timah, given the major flood that 

occurred there last November, 

said Mr Khoo Teng Chye. They 

subsequently decided to lift the 

flood gates to prevent that part of 

Bukit Timah from being flooded 

— not realising that Stamford 

Canal was in trouble.

“Of course, what they did 

not realise was that the Stam-

ford Canal was also having 

some problems, because we 

were, frankly, a little bit caught 

off-guard by what happened at 

Stamford Canal. But, of course, 

now that becomes a new hot 

spot,” Mr Khoo told a press 

conference, the national water 

agency’s third in as many days.

But Mr Khoo stopped short 

of issuing an apology on behalf 

of PUB over the unexpected 

flash flood in Singapore’s iconic 

shopping belt, which has led to 

millions of dollars in losses for 

affected businesses, especially 

near the junction of Scotts 

Road/Orchard Road.

He said: “We are responsi-

ble for the drainage system so 

it’s our job to make sure that the 

drainage system functions well.

“When there are problems 

like these, I think we have the 

responsibility to make sure that 

we try and manage it, learn 

from it and take the necessary 

steps to prevent a recurrence.”

According to Mr Khoo, 

water equivalent to 60 Olym-

pic-size pools carried vegeta-

tion and other debris down the 

Stamford Canal on Wednesday 

morning, partially obstructing 

an underground drain across 

Orchard Road. This led to rain-

water being diverted into an-

other drain and led to almost 

20 Olympic-size pools of water 

overflowing onto the area.

Trotting out a series of 

figures on Friday, Mr Khoo as-

sured the public that a com-

prehensive system comprising 

litter traps, regular inspections 

and maintenance of drainage 

system is already in place.

More than $2 billion has 

been poured into improving 

drainage infrastructure over 

the past three decades. PUB will 

also invest $150 million annu-

ally over the next five years on 

drainage improvement works. 

>> ContInuEd on PAgE 4

We take a serious 

view of the Orchard 

Road flooding  ...   

The impact and  

disruption to people, 

traffic and business 

are not acceptable. We 

would like to assure 

everyone that we are 

doing our utmost to 

review what has  

happened and take the 

necessary measures to 

minimise the chances 

of a recurrence.
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