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A NOTHER group of resi-
dents is up in arms over
lift-upgrading works at

their block, after a similar eight-
month-long protest by residents
in Eunos was resolved in March.

Forty-seven residents of
Block 145 in Tampines Street 12
have signed a petition against
the Lift Upgrading Programme
(LUP) being carried out at their
block, and submitted it to the
Housing Board.

The LUP was launched by
the Government in 2001 to pro-
vide a lift on every level of cer-
tain HDB flats. To date, 50 per
cent of eligible blocks have been
upgraded.

This petition comes after resi-
dents at Blocks 411, 415 and 417
in Eunos Road 5 asked HDB to
tear down the lift shafts built un-
der the LUP, as they blocked
light and made homes too dark.

HDB then modified the de-
sign of the lift shaft, replacing
part of the length of a brick wall
linking the shaft to a corridor
with aluminium fins, so that res-
idents of affected units would
not look out onto a full brick
wall.

The fins still safeguard resi-
dents’ privacy, but block less
light than the solid walls.

The LUP plans for the 12
blocks in Tampines Street 12 –
Blocks 140 to 151 – were put to a
vote in July 2007. They were giv-
en the go-ahead by almost 86
per cent of the residents, an
HDB spokesman said.

One of the residents who
signed the petition, Mrs Chai
Yau, 59, a housewife, said in
Mandarin: “We were told we
will soon have lifts on every
floor, but we were not told that
the modifications would result
in less light and ventilation.”

The area, where work started
in 2008, is already getting the
modified lift shafts.

But residents, who have seen
the completed work in some
blocks, still find that the modi-
fied lift shafts block too much
light and affect ventilation.

Some fear that the dark stair-
wells might lead to more acci-
dental falls, attract seedy charac-
ters and even become a make-
out hot spot for students from a
nearby school.

Driver Wong Wee Ming, 52,
whose block has been upgraded,
said in Mandarin that he had to
ask the town council to switch
on the corridor lights earlier, as
it is already “dark as night at
3pm” and he is worried about
his children’s safety when they
come home from school.

He said: “It’s a waste of elec-
tricity but, since the construc-
tion of our block has been com-
pleted, there is nothing we can
do. I hope they improve the de-
signs for projects that haven’t
been completed.”

Madam Ho Poh Hua, 52, a
nurse, said: “The blocks are di-
rectly opposite a school and it’s
well-known that students like to

come to stairwells to make out.
“Who knows what else they

will do there if it gets so dark?”
Residents said that they un-

derstood the need for the alu-
minium fins to ensure safety
and privacy, so some suggested
reducing the number of fins
used, or reducing the fins’
height so that they reach only
eye level, rather than the
ceiling.

MrMohammad Symail, 42, a
hawker who signed the petition,
said: “If we need the fins, I hope
we can have fewer of them. Peo-
ple can put up curtains or blinds
if the fins don’t offer enough pri-
vacy. That will give residents a
chance to choose for them-
selves.”

HDB said that it received the
petition last Monday, and will
be working closely with the local
Adviser and the Working Com-
mittee to address the residents’
concerns.

Prior to the petition, it had re-
ceived only two feedback letters
from residents in that area, said
its spokesman.

The first writer was con-
cerned about the lack of privacy,
while the second had asked not

to have the fins as he felt they
would obstruct ventilation.

The feedback from the two
sources showed that residents
have differing concerns, the
spokesman said.

HDB has been working with
the area’s Member of Parlia-
ment, Mr Masagos Zulkifli, and
the working committee to modi-
fy the designs in order to ad-
dress residents’ feedback and
concerns, she said.

She added: “However, the fi-
nal design must benefit the ma-
jority, with minimal inconven-
ience caused to others.

“We also seek residents’ un-
derstanding that some degree of
trade-off may be necessary to
bring direct lift access to all.”
lingxin@sph.com.sg

THE ISSUE: At Block 144, Tampines Street 12 (left), aluminium fins block light entering a
corridor and stairwell. Residents of Block 145, whose lifts are being upgraded, have signed a
petition against the lift-upgrading programme. (PHOTOS: JAMIE KOH)

Residents petition against LUP

CHALK up one more to the
video game-playing side.

The contention that playing
video games is good for the
brain has been bolstered by an-
other bit of research.

A 10-month study conducted
by four psychology students
from Nanyang Technological
University’s (NTU) School of
Humanities and Social Sciences
found that playing the game
Bejeweled 2 nurtured superior
cognitive abilities, such as im-
proved attention to detail, re-
sponse time and an ability to
plan ahead.

For the project, students –
who declared that they had nev-
er played Bejeweled, nor other
action video games regularly –
were told to play 10 hours of

Bejeweled 2 a week.
The popular free game is de-

veloped by PopCap Games and
available on multiple gaming
platforms, such as the PlaySta-
tion and Xbox.

The objective is to swop a
gem with an adjacent one to
form a chain of three or more,
as many times as possible to ad-
vance to the next level.

A control group played Pet
Society, a social-networking
game hosted by Facebook.

Participants were asked to
take the same cognitive tests be-
fore and after the 10-hour
game-playing session.

Results showed that those
who played Bejeweled 2 im-
proved their test results, com-
pared to those in the control

group. The Bejeweled 2 players
were better able to ignore dis-
tractions, and this translated in-
to improved visual attention
and spatial acuity.

Dr Michael Donald Patter-
son, an assistant professor from
NTU’s Division of Psychology,
who supervised the research,
said: “The result from the stu-
dents’ final-year project is an
intriguing start to research into
this cognitive behaviour.

“We chose Bejeweled 2 as the
game makes high demands on
visual perception, attention, and
planning. We examined if in-
creased skills acquired through
playing the game are transfera-
ble to real-life situations.”

The results, he said, indicate
that video-game playing could

possibly improve performance
in everyday life.

But detractors, such as psy-
chiatrist Brian Yeo, are uncon-
vinced. A computer game, he
said, gives instant rewards that
encourage players to stay fo-
cused.

He said: “There are fireworks,
extra gadgets and the moving up
to the next level – video games
are geared towards making peo-
ple concentrate. But this may not
be replicated in real life, where
rewards do not come quickly.”

Focusing on a lecture, he
said, may not lead to a rapid im-
provement in grades. But play-
ing video games for 10 hours a
week is not harmful and may be
a way to relax, Mr Yeo said.
THE STRAITS TIMES

Video games make brain nimbler, study suggests

PRIMARY 1 REGISTRATION
EXERCISE OPEN ON JULY 6

REGISTRATION for children’s
admission into Primary 1
classes next year will open on
July 6 and end on Aug 30.

All primary and full schools
will open for registration from
8am to 11am, and from 2.30pm
to 4.30pm, from Mondays to
Fridays during this period.

The list of schools and va-
cancies can be found on the
Primary 1 registration website
(www.moe.gov.sg/education/
admissions/primary-one-
registration/).

A new school, Cantonment
Primary School, will open next
year in the Bukit Merah area.

Three others – CHIJ Primary
(Toa Payoh), De La Salle School
and St Anthony’s Canossian
Primary School – will move to
temporary locations next year.

This year, citizens will be
given two ballot slips per child,
while permanent residents will
continue to get one ballot slip
per child whenever balloting is
conducted by any school during
the exercise.

DIVERSIONS IN BUS ROUTES
DUE TO NDP REHEARSALS

ON EVERY Saturday starting
from tomorrow till July 31,
more than 30 SBS Transit bus
services will be affected by
rehearsals for this year’s
National Day Parade (NDP).

Of these, 24 services will be
diverted from roads in the City
Hall area, Marina Bay and
Geylang, while there may be
delays in other bus routes.
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