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T HIS year’s National Day Pa-
rade (NDP) will see improve-
ments to the ceremony held

on Aug 9 at the Padang.
To mark the return of the pa-

rade to the Padang after a five-year
absence, organisers have planned
for a more up-close-and-personal
experience for parade spectators.

For example, the presidential
drive-past will take President
S R Nathan closer to the specta-
tors, as he is driven around the Pa-
dang towards the spectator stand.

The ground has been covered
with recycled concrete, and over-

laid with tar to prepare for the
drive-past.

The city march will bring 30 pa-
rade contingents closer to the pub-
lic, as they will march along a
2.3km stretch of the city.

Starting from the Esplanade,
the contingents will pass by land-
marks such as One Fullerton, Colly-
er Quay, Central Promontory and
Marina Bay Sands, and will com-
plete their journey at Marina Bay-
front.

At the end of the march, the par-
ticipants will then recite the
pledge and sing the National An-
them.

The ceremonial 25lb guns, to be
used for the presidential salute,

will also make their return to the
War Memorial Park. In the past
two years, they were at Marina
Bay.

To find out more about the pa-
rade, log on to www.ndp.org.sg

ncherhui@sph.com.sg

NDP, up close and personal

WHEN Lieutenant-Colonel Lek
Seng Khoon first saw a National
Day Parade (NDP), it was on televi-
sion and he was just 10 years old.

Even back then, he wished that,
one day, he would be the one shout-
ing the parade commands.

His dream will come true this
Aug 9, when he leads more than
3,100 NDP participants at the Pa-
dang as this year’s parade com-
mander.

In fact, on knowing of his role in
this year’s NDP, Lt-Col Lek gorged
on durians and spicy food last year.
“I ate as many durians as I could...
as I can’t have any this year,” he
said with a laugh.

Dietary sacrifices aside, he is al-
so getting tips from parade Regi-

mental Sergeant Major Albert
Chen on how to preserve his voice,
which he protects by drinking hon-
ey water after rehearsals.

With more than 30 commands

to shout at the parade, he practises
his voice projection as he drives to
work daily. “I try to compete with
the car radio,” he said.
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A childhood
dream
comes true

BY GWENDOLYN NG

H OUGANG Primary 6 pupil Celine Chia
spends an hour every day gaming online and
pretending to be a cat warrior – and neither

her mother nor her teachers mind it at all.
In fact, her Chinese-language teachers are

encouraging her to do so. That is because she is
part of a school project called Hougang Primary
Star Avatar. It is similar to MapleStory, a popular
multi-player role-playing game, but adapted so that
pupils can have fun learning the language.

About 800 of its Primary 3 to 6 pupils have
assumed avatars, which tackle obstacles in the form
of linguistic questions.

“Chinese-language learning has become so
interesting and exciting for me, as I can learn and
game simultaneously,” Celine told my paper.

She added: “It is very thrilling to see my avatar
as well as those of my friends appearing on the
website, competing for the Star Avatar title.”

Hougang Primary was among a few case studies
presented at the 14th Global Chinese Conference on
Computers in Education, held at Nanyang
Technological University yesterday.

Mr Raymond Poon, 36, head of department for
mother-tongue language, said that he has seen
more interest in learning Chinese among pupils
since the implementation of the game in February.

Over at Nan Chiau Primary School, 80 pupils
from two Primary 5 classes are also going new
media to learn Chinese.

They are using smartphones to pick up
Chinese-language idioms via a groundbreaking
project called Move, Idioms!.

Since last year, the children have been entrusted
with the devices to capture photos of their
surroundings which fit idioms they have learnt.

Amanda Or, a pupil who has been using a
smartphone for four months, said: “Using the
smartphone’s camera to take pictures is an
interesting way to learn idioms. I enjoy Chinese
lessons.”

She said that with her improved vocabulary, she
has seen a marked improvement in her Chinese
compositions and oral skills.

Ms Ho Peng, director-general of education at the
Ministry of Education, said at the conference
yesterday that info-communications technology
(ICT) could be key to getting pupils interested in
the Chinese language.

She said: “The potential is huge... Children
connect very easily with ICT. So, in terms of
teaching and learning in the classroom, we need to
use ICT in order to engage the next generation.”
nggwen@sph.com.sg

Smartphones
and online
games new keys
to better Chinese
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SMART AID:Nan Chiau Primary pupils use
smartphones to take photos of things around
them which fit Chinese idioms they have learnt.
(PHOTO: THE STRAITS TIMES)

NO SWEAT: Parade commander Lek Seng Khoon has had to stop
eating durians in order to preserve his voice. (PHOTO: JAMIE KOH)
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