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nEWS 3 The rising 
cost of living
Singapore the 9th-costliest Asian  
city in which to live, 67th in the world
SINGAPORE — Tenth on the list 

of the most expensive locations 

in Asia to live in last year, Sin-

gapore crept up one notch this 

year, dislodging locations such 

as Guangzhou and Shenzhen.

It is now the ninth-costli-

est Asian location, according to 

a survey by human resources 

consultant ECA international.

Not only that, Singapore 

has also gained six places in 

ECA’s global rankings and is 

now in 67th position.

A strong currency relative 

to other major currencies in the 

region, plus the much faster 

rise — compared to other de-

veloped locations — in prices of 

goods and services commonly 

purchased by expatriates have 

been cited as reasons.

Singapore’s rise up the list 

continues a long-term trend. 

In addition, the cost-of-living 

differential between Singapore 

and Hong Kong has become 

smaller, said ECA Internation-

al’s regional director (Asia) Lee 

Quane. 

He said this is “a double-

edged sword. On the one hand, 

companies sending staff out of 

Singapore need to pay lower 

cost-of-living allowances for 

an employee to maintain their 

standard of living on assign-

ment.

“On the other hand, for 

companies bringing staff into 

Singapore, allowances will 

carry on increasing as Singa-

pore continues to rise on the 

ranking table.” 

Tokyo regained its status as 

the world’s most expensive city 

for the first time in five years. 

The Japanese yen, which has 

gained in value by about 30 per 

cent against the United States 

dollar in the past three years, 

was a contributory factor.

ECA International said that 

currency fluctuations continue 

to be the main factor impacting 

the ranking of Asian locations. 

The strengthening of Asian 

currencies over the past year, 

on the back of strong economic 

performance, has contributed 

to the higher costs. 

Conversely, locations in 

mainland China have become 

cheaper, with Shanghai falling 

18 places and Beijing dropping 

29 places in the global rank-

ings. 

This is due mainly to the 

pegging of the Chinese yuan to 

the weakened US dollar. 

Shooting up from eighth 

position last year, Norway’s 

Oslo is now the second most 

expensive city in the world and 

the most costly European na-

tion.

Luanda in Angola is third.

1. Tokyo (1)
2. Nagoya (4)
3. Yokohama (5)
4. Kobe (7)
5. Seoul (20)
6. Hong Kong (34)
7. Shanghai (46)
8. Beijing (55)
9. Singapore (67)
10. Busan (75)

Global ranking in brackets.
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Singapore’s rise up 

the list continues 

a long-term trend. 

In addition, the 

cost-of-living 

differential 

between Singapore 

and Hong Kong has 

become smaller.
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New Creation 
Church pastor 
apologises

nEo CHAI CHIn 
chaichin@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — A second Christian pastor 

has apologised for his remarks about Chi-

nese supersititions and a Taoist diety.

His remarks were made in August 2008 

and have only recently been brought to 

public attention through an audio clip 

posted on YouTube.

On Sunday — through a statement issued 

by the New Creation Church — Pastor Mark 

Ng apologised for the “serious indiscretion”.

The audio clip — accompanied by a 

picture of Pastor Ng — has been making its 

rounds in cyberspace in recent days.

New Creation Church said it had no 

part in the sermon appearing online, but 

this has not stopped vigorous reactions on 

several online forums. 

In a statement, the New Creation 

Church council explained that it had re-

viewed all the church’s past and current 

sermons after the furore early this year over 

Pastor Rony Tan of Lighthouse Evangelism 

church.

The two churches are unrelated. 

In February, Pastor Tan was called up 

by the the Internal Security Department 

(ISD) after complaints were made to the 

police, ministers and Presidential Council 

of Religious Harmony.

He had made remarks about Buddhist 

and Taoist beliefs which were deemed to 

be insensitive. Pastor Tan has since made 

a public apology.

It was only during its review after the 

Pastor Tan incident that New Creation 

Church realised that Pastor Ng, who heads 

its Chinese ministry, had “inadvertently 

spoken in a manner that could be regarded 

as slighting these practices”.

The church then immediately stopped 

circulation and sale of this particular ser-

mon and several others that it deemed 

insensitive. 

The statement from New Creation 

Church yesterday also said it had then told 

its pastors that “sermons of this nature are 

not acceptable and should not be repeated”.

The council added: “Pastor Mark offers 

his unreserved and unmitigated apology 

to the public for his insensitive comments 

and for failing to observe the basic tenet 

of Christianity, which is founded on love 

for one and all.

“He humbly appeals to those whom he 

has offended to forgive him of this serious 

indiscretion.”
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