
BY SUJIN THOMAS

MARINA Bay Sands (MBS)
and the Inter-Pacific Bar Asso-
ciation (IPBA) announced yes-
terday that an “amicable settle-
ment” has been reached in the
legal tussle stemming from un-
paid bills from a conference
held in May.

In a short joint statement,
they said that the settlement
was reached on terms that are
“satisfactory to both parties”.
These terms are confidential,
said an MBS spokesman.

The tussle grew out of a se-
ries of system breakdowns that

marred IPBA’s conference
which was held at MBS from
May 2 to 5.

IPBA inked the deal in
March 2008 to holds its annu-
al meeting at MBS and said
that its delegates had to sit
through a power failure and
put up with rooms without
air-conditioning or functioning
toilets.

The first instalment of
$30,000 was made, but be-
cause MBS’s opening was de-
layed, IPBA stopped making
the subsequent payments.

IPBA agreed to pay MBS
$500,000, including that ini-
tial $30,000, when the inte-
grated resort asked for full pay-

ment about a week before the
conference.

IPBA proposed the figure as
the resort’s facilities were not
fully ready. The lawyers’ group
subsequently withdrew two
cheques totalling $300,000.

In May, MBS filed its first
suit to claim that $300,000. IPBA
filed a counter-claim on June
8, claiming unspecified damag-
es from MBS for hosting an
event which was a “complete
disaster”.

To date, it has paid MBS
$200,000.

In late June, MBS filed a sec-
ond lawsuit, seeking the full
outstanding amount of $641,
245.57.

BY GWENDOLYN NG

THE Singapore flag may have
been flown proudly by many
this month to celebrate Nation-
al Day, but there are also cases
of people abusing it.

For instance, a recent post on
citizen-journalism website
Stomp showed photos of a cou-
ple lying on the national flag.

Stomper Woo said he caught
the couple red-handed, making
out at the staircase landing in a
Woodlands HDB block on
Wednesday morning.

The post has drawn 9,175
views since it was posted yester-
day.

This is not the first time the
flag has been misused.

Other Stompers also spotted
the Singapore flag being used as
a curtain, and even as a covering
for a shoe rack.

Though some netizens felt
there was no need to get the po-
lice involved in such cases, law-
yersmy paper spoke to said that
under the Singapore Arms and
Flag and National Anthem Act,
it is an offence to “treat the flag
with disrespect”.

Convicted individuals are lia-
ble to pay a fine not exceeding
$1,000.

Lawyer Josephus Tan said
that he does not know of any re-
ported cases of desecration of
the state flag.

It is important to handle the
flag with care as it is a state sym-
bol. Mr Tan pointed out that
even allowing the flag to touch
the ground – even when lower-
ing the flag from a flagpole – is
against the law.

So, acts such as using a faded
national flag as a rag or stomp-
ing on the flag all constitute dis-
respect, said lawyer Lee Terk
Yang.

The Singapore Infomap web-
site carries the National Flag Us-
age Guidelines.

Singaporeans and govern-

ment and non-government or-
ganisations may display or fly
the national flag to identify with
the nation. But there are also
strictures against the improper
use of the flag. These include us-
ing it for commercial purposes,
or for the means or purposes of
advertisement.

Want the flag to be part of
your home? Well, do not think
about using it as a tablecloth.
The Act clearly states that the
flag cannot be used as part of
any furnishings or decorations.
Nor can you use it as a covering
or as a receptacle.

Thinking of incorporating
the flag as part of a costume or
your attire? Forget about it –
this is also not allowed.

Nor can one produce or dis-
play a flag which bears graphics
or words superimposed on its de-
sign.

While Singaporeans are en-
couraged to display the flag dur-
ing occasions of national celebra-
tion, it is important that the flag
should be clean, not faded or
damaged.

After washing, the flag
should not be hung out to dry to-
gether with other laundry items.

Stompers have posted photos
of clothes and even undergar-
ments being draped over the Sin-
gapore flag.

Even when disposing of a
torn or worn-out flag, one has to
be careful. Simply tossing it into
a dustbin is a big no-no.

The flag should be packed in
a sealed black trash bag before
being disposed.

Damaged flags can also be
handed over to residents’ com-
mittees and community centres
for proper disposal.
nggwen@sph.com.sg

BY SARAH CHANG

T HE job market may have
previously been dominat-
ed by the sciences but the

creative industry, which includes
the arts and design fields, should
be given a boost to tap the poten-
tial of Singapore’s youth.

Mr Lui Tuck Yew, the Acting
Minister for Information, Com-
munications and the Arts (Mica),
said young Singaporeans are in-
creasingly looking for new op-
portunities in the arts.

He was speaking yesterday at
the Creative Industries and
Mica Scholarships Award
Ceremony held at the Lasalle
College of the Arts.

He told reporters at the
event: “(Singapore was) founded
on engineering and the scienc-
es, but if we want to maximise
the potential of all the young
people in Singapore, we need to
provide different pathways for
them.”

He wanted to avoid “the tra-
ditional path” where people

went into law or other profes-
sions when “their first love was
theatre and the arts”.

To that end, up to 50 local
and overseas scholarships and
six bursaries worth over $2.7
million were given out yesterday
at Lasalle.

In his speech,Mr Lui said that
the creative industry – in which
people such as computer-game
designers, musicians and pub-
lic-relations executives work –
grew by an average of 5.3 per

cent between 2003 and 2008.
It contributed an estimated

$9.2 billion to Singapore’s eco-
nomy and employed 114,600
people in 2008.

Still, Mr Lui stressed that
more needs to be done to
groom a new generation of lead-
ers in the industry to take on
roles in the public or private sector.

The Creative Industries De-
velopment Strategy launched by
Mica in 2003 aimed to build up
Singapore’s arts, design, media,
and software and IT services.

Since its inception, home-
grown talents such as string en-
semble Tang Quartet and de-
sign collective Phunk Studio
have put Singapore on the glo-
bal stage.

Mr Lui said there has been a
greater degree of artistic and cul-
tural vibrancy here in recent
years because of the increase in
arts activities, such as plays and
concerts.

There were 29,000 such
events in 2008, compared with
only 19,000 four years earlier.

The number of visitors at

museums also tripled in 2008,
to 6.5 million from 2.1 million
in 2004.

Pianist Abigail Sin, 18, was
among those who were awarded
scholarships yesterday.

She received the National
Arts Council Overseas Scholar-
ship worth $100,000 to pursue
a master’s in piano performance
at the Guildhall School of Music
and Drama in London.

“I’ll definitely want to come
back to Singapore to be a per-
former and, hopefully, to be a
piano teacher as well,” she said.
schang@sph.com.sg
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BUS NO. 401 TO SKIP 15
STOPS IN EAST ON SUNDAY

BUS Service No. 401 will not
call at 15 bus stops on Sunday
from 10am till 1pm due to road
closures for the Youth Olympic
Games triathlon event.

The skipped bus stops are
located along East Coast Park
Service Road, Marine Parade
Road and Siglap Link.

HAINAN AIRLINES TO FLY
FROM CHANGI FROM AUG 29

HAINAN Airlines will begin
operating from Changi Airport’s
Terminal 2 from Aug 29,
connecting Singapore to Hefei
and onwards to Dalian in China.

The airline, which will operate
four weekly flights on a
B737-800 aircraft, will be the
sixth Chinese carrier at Changi.

CAMPAIGN TO PROMOTE
DATING IN THE WORKS

THE Ministry of Community
Development, Youth and Sports
issued a tender this month
through the Government’s
official procurement website
calling for proposals on how to
encourage singles to date.

The tender is intended to
engage a communications
agency to come up with a
public campaign to promote
dating.

No details were revealed on
the website.

MORE TRAIN TRIPS TO BE
PUT ON FOR YOG CEREMONIES

SMRT will be adding extra train
trips tomorrow and on Aug 26 to
take spectators and participants
of the Youth Olympic Games
home after the opening and
closing ceremonies.

Both ceremonies will be
held at The Float@Marina Bay,
which is accessible by SMRT’s
Circle Line Esplanade and
Promenade MRT stations, as
well as City Hall and Raffles
Place MRT stations.

For the opening ceremony
tomorrow, about 200 train trips
will be added along the North-
South, East-West and Circle
lines after 10pm. For the closing
ceremony on Aug 26, more than
100 trips will be added to the
same lines after 9.30pm.

DBS-PAYPAL TIE-UP A BOON
TO ONLINE SHOPPING

PAYPAL and DBS Bank yester-
day announced a payment
solution that allows DBS and
POSB customers in Singapore
to now use their bank accounts
to fund their PayPal accounts.

It allows four million DBS
and POSB customers to shop
online with over eight million
merchants in 190 countries and
in 24 currencies.
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