B \VOICES

TODAY WEDNESDAY AUGUST 11,2010 10

m HAVE YOUR SAY email your letters to voices@mediacorp.com.sg m JOINTHE COMMUNITY www.todayonline.com/voices

MediaCorp Press Ltd

Caldecott Broadcast Centre,
Annex Building, Level 1,
. Andrew Rd, Singapore 299939
we set you thinking ’

4 Tel 6236 4888 | Fax 6534 4217
todayonllne.com today@mediacorp.com.sg

Publisher Patrick Yong
Editor Walter Fernandez
Deputy Editor Lee Foong Ming
Associate Editor Chan Teck Guan
Night Editor Richard J Valladares
Editor-At-Large Conrad Raj
Commentary Editor Yvonne Lim

News Editor Loh Chee Kong
Voices Editor Edric Sng
Foreign Editor Trixia Carungcong
Features Editor Phin Wong
Online & Technology Editor Ariel Tam
Special Projects Editor Jenny Kong
Chief Sub-Editor Razali Abdullah
Product Manager Joni Ng

M=DIACORP

MediaCorp NewsHub
TV Building, 2nd Floor, Caldecott Broadcast Centre,
Andrew Rd, Singapore 299939
Tel 6251 7671 | Fax 6251 5352
mediacorpnewshub@mediacorp.com.sg
Director
General News

Dr Chitra Rajaram

Teo Chia Leen

Mustafa Shafawi, Bhagman Singh
Derrick Paulo, Clement Mesenas
Low Mei Mei, Julia Ng

Imelda Saad, Andre Yeo

Business News Melvin Yong
Azhar Khalid, Wong Siew Ying

Sports News Leonard Thomas
Hakikat Rai

| dream of a nation that cares

Letter from Kwan JinYao

I REFER to Topay’s National Day special
issue on “Singapore Dreaming”.

Throughout our nascent stages of eco-
nomic development and growing affluence,
the Singapore Dream has been closely as-
sociated with notions of pragmatism and
materialism, which has culminated infa-
mously in the 5Cs: Cash, car, credit card,
condominium and country club member-
ship. The perennial obsession with moving
speedily up the socio-economic ladder was
encouraged by the administration’s focus
on prime fiscal growth, trapping many
within a rat-race scrambling for promo-
tions, degrees, profit, et cetera.

So, to a large extent, the manner in
which our dreams have been shaped has
been significantly influenced by the admin-
istration’s focus on economic progression,
measured solely by GDP growth figures and
productivity indexes. It has driven many to
dream for themselves in their pursuit of
worldly personal gains, instead of setting
their sights on a much bigger picture.
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Given that Senior Minis-
ter Goh Chok Tong on Satur-
day called on Singaporeans to
recast the 5Cs to encompass
career, comfort, children, con-
sideration and charity, Aug 9
“Singapore Dreaming” issue
is certainly timely in helping
individuals reposition their pri-
orities and expectations.

The changing global land-
scape has empowered Singaporeans with
greater liberty and flexibility not just in
their career options, but also in their life
pursuits. Beyond the traditional path of
success — through years of academic pur-
suit and degree-hunting — youths are given
the options to excel in their own fields of
expertise, be it music, sports or entrepre-
neurship.

The spirit of enterprise is admirable,
and showcases the degree of diversity we
should work towards, instead of viewing
Singaporeans as mere cogs in the economic
machinery.

Of the collection of dreams, the most
moving were those from parents who never
cease to hope for the best for their children.
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Madam Zhang Ah Chun,
through thick and thin, high-
lights that “you don’t compare
yourself with others who have
cars or any of the 5Cs ... I am
happy the way I am, just with
my family around”.

The Singapore spirit and
dream are not characterised by
those who earn the most or who

AUG9 are the most well-known; in-
stead, this nation has always been supported
and crafted by the many ordinary citizens
who toil faithfully and honestly to fulfil their
responsibilities as Singaporeans, and to give
their families the best they deserve.

That is the true Singapore story.

It is time to move beyond our personal
spheres of comfort. This starts with Sin-
gaporeans desiring to have a greater say
in public policies, various stakeholders
stepping up to walk the talk, and showing
greater care and consideration for the peo-
ple around us. Focus on monetary progress
per se is clearly antiquated; allow everyone
the chance to grow and evolve, without
losing sight of his family, friends, and the
many cherished people around him.
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