
BY LOW WEI XIANG

B E IT compulsory or not,
parents of Yio Chu Kang
Secondary School (YCK-

SS) students are up in arms over
a $50 contribution which is to
be deducted from their Edusave
funds.

They were told that the mon-
ey was to go towards paying for
external coaches – understood
to cost between $80 and $120
an hour – to put together an up-
coming school musical.

The musical, entitled Spark
A Change, has been planned for
Sept 16 as part of the school’s
45th-anniversary celebrations.

YCKSS students my paper
spoke to claimed that their
teachers said the payment was
compulsory.

This was despite a letter
from the school to parents on
Aug 16 which read: “We seek
your support in releasing $50
from your child’s/ward’s
Edusave Account to defray
some of the costs.”

The students said that they
were verbally told that those
whose accounts lack funds
would have to fork out cash.

One parent, who wanted to
be known only as Jane, said: “I
was shocked and angry. The
school is being unreasonable as

it needs funds...but did not say
so earlier, until after the trainers
had been hired.”

After the matter was posted
on The Straits Times online por-
tal Stomp last week, students
said that the school then took a
different stance, with teachers
telling them that the contribu-
tion was now optional.

The Government contributes
between $200 and $240 to the
Edusave account of each Singa-
porean enrolled in primary and
secondary schools.

Themoney can be accumulat-
ed and is used for school-based
enrichment programmes so that
parents pay less.

YCKSS principal Gopal Sami-
nathan said in an e-mail reply
that a co-payment funding ar-
rangement would defray costs
of hiring external trainers to
teach the 200 student perform-
ers.

Mr Saminathan clarified:
“With regard to the school’s let-
ter to parents of pupils on Aug
16 to seek their support to re-
lease $50 from their child’s
Edusave funds, parents could
choose to opt out by not signing
the Edusave form attached to
the letter.”

He added that only one addi-
tional trainer was hired for the
musical. The other trainers in-
volved were already engaged in
the school’s existing enrichment
classes, he added.

The school foots 60 per cent
of the cost, while the students’
Edusave funds as well as ticket
proceeds would cover the other
40 per cent, added Mr Sami-
nathan.

In the past year, the school al-
so extended its stage and in-
stalled new sound, lighting and
projection systems to stage arts
performances.

Jane felt that “if the school
does not have the money to hold
this musical, it should just plan
a simpler one”.

When contacted, a Ministry
of Education spokesman said

that schools receive annual
grants to organise enrichment
activities like school concerts, ex-
cursions and calligraphy classes.

But for such activities,
schools have the autonomy to
tap into the students’ Edusave
funds or to engage external ven-
dors, the spokesman said.

The spokesman said that
schools also decide on the pro-
portion of co-payment by stu-
dents. The approval comes from
consent forms sent to the par-
ents, who may choose to reject
the forms.

MOE carries out checks to en-
sure that funds are properly
used by schools.

“Schools record their with-
drawal of funds from pupils’
Edusave accounts through an
MOE computerised system.
MOE audits schools on their fi-
nancial management and use of
funds...including Edusave
funds,” said the spokesman.
weixiang@sph.com.sg

Parents see red over Edusave use

A BRIEF power cut during the
early afternoon caused confu-
sion in Ang Mo Kio and Bishan
yesterday as it affected trains,
shopping malls, homes, schools
and industrial buildings.

A cable fault had cut the elec-
trical supply, according to
preliminary findings by SP
PowerGrid. It did not specify
which areas were affected.

The 15-minute disruption,
which occurred between 1.30pm
and 1.45pm, stalled 17 trains
between Orchard and Marsiling
MRT stations on the North-
South Line.

Backup power came on to
operate emergency lighting and
ventilation inside the trains,
with some of them stopping in
the tunnels between stations,
said SMRT.

At 13 stations between New-
ton and Marsiling, there was no
train service.

At five underground stations,
the air-conditioning stopped
and emergency lighting had to
be turned on.

In all, about 7,200 commu-
ters in the trains and stations
were affected.

A spokesman for regulator
Energy Market Authority said it
was taking the disruption “very
seriously”.

The EMA will “assess the
outcome of the investigation
before deciding on the appropri-
ate regulatory action to take”,
said the spokesman.

Passengers at Bishan MRT
station were flummoxed when
the automatic doors did not
open after their train arrived at
the station.

The doors were eventually
opened using emergency release
handles located inside the
trains.

Passengers were kept in-
formed of what was happening
through announcements made
by train officers on board.

Still, a 29-year-old brand
manager who declined to be
named said: “When I got out to
the platform, it was full of peo-
ple. Some of them started walk-
ing up the escalator because
they didn’t want to wait, and no
one knew what was going on.

“Outside, the taxi queue was
long, stretching about 4m or
5m, and people were all calling
for cabs.”

Shopping malls were not
spared either. At Junction 8 in
Bishan, the power cut forced
some shoppers to walk away
empty-handed because they
could not pay for their pur-
chases with credit cards.

A sales assistant at shoe store
Pazzion said: “We had to write
invoices for those who paid in
cash.”

Other tenants at Ang Mo Kio
Hub said they were fortunate
the blackout happened in the
early afternoon, when there
were fewer shoppers at the mall.

Schools in the area, such as
Anderson Junior College and
Raffles Institution, were also
affected by the blackout.

Mr Zainudin Nordin, a Mem-
ber of Parliament for Bishan-
Toa Payoh GRC, said “some resi-
dents were concerned”, but the
situation returned to normal by
about 2pm.

His counterpart from Ang
Mo Kio GRC, Ms Lee Bee Wah,
said she received no complaints
from residents.
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Power cut disrupts services
in Ang Mo Kio and Bishan

BLACKOUT: A cable fault caused a power cut in Ang Mo Kio
and Bishan yesterday. Shoppers at Bishan’s Junction 8 (above)
could not pay with credit cards as a result. (PHOTO: STOMP)

Schools record
their withdrawal

of funds from pupils’
Edusave accounts
through an MOE
computerised system.
MOE audits schools
on their financial
management and
use of funds...inclu-
ding Edusave funds.
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ROAD CLOSURES FOR
SUNDAY’S N-DAY RALLY

A NUMBER of roads and lanes
near the National University of
Singapore’s University Cultural
Centre will be closed on Sunday
from 5.30pm till 10pm to
facilitate the National Day Rally.

These roads include Kent
Ridge Crescent (between
Clementi Road and Sports Drive
2). Police officers will be
deployed at the affected road
junctions to direct motorists.

SINGAPORE SPORTS HUB
TO OPEN BY APRIL 2014

THE Singapore Sports Council
and the Singapore Sports Hub
Consortium signed a contract
on Wednesday for the con-
sortium to design, build, finance
and operate the Singapore
Sports Hub for the next 25 years.

The consortium will begin
demolition of the National
Stadium by October and the
sports hub will be opened by
April 2014.

CROSS-BORDER CONSUMER
DISPUTE RESOLUTION SOON

THE Consumers Association of
Singapore signed a memoran-
dum of understanding with its
Malaysian counterpart, the
Federation of Malaysian Con-
sumers Associations, yesterday.

It will pave the way for both
associations to discuss the
setting up of a channel for
cross-border consumer dispute
resolution.
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