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Where can i park?
Letter from Inderjit Singh

I PAY for season parking at the Heavy  

Vehicle Park C29 in West Coast Drive. 

However, only 10 lots are allocated to 

heavy vehicles. Every night, I discover that 

the lots are taken up by heavy vehicles that 

do not have a season parking decal even 

by cars and vans. This forces me to park 

elsewhere in the car park.

I have been issued a summons twice.

I have raised the issue with the Hous-

ing and Development Board but the prob-

lem persists and I end up getting fined and 

being threatened with legal action.

As the holder of a season parking decal 

am I not entitled to a lot? 

With lots for heavy vehicles already 

so scarce, why has no action been taken?

 I have also tried to apply for season 

parking in car parks that are closer to where 

I live but I am still on the waiting list.

excellence or perfection? 
Those who are not academically gifted can excel too

Letter from Tan Qin Shan, Bertrand

NO ONE needs another lecture about how 

Singaporeans need to strive hard for Singa-

pore — that message is drilled into children 

when they enter their first school stream at 

the age of 10. And we do not need another 

reminder that if we do not continue to work 

hard, we will eventually end up a kampung 

again.

These reminders have been drilled into 

the Singaporean psyche. The point here, 

as in the report, “Singapore, a nation of 75 

percenters” (Oct 28), is to make the distinc-

tion between “excellence” and “perfection”. 

It is impossible to be merely “contented” 

in Singapore because to do so would be 

to jeopardise our very future. Singapore-

ans know this. Speaking for my generation, 

which has often been accused of being com-

placent and malcontented, I am indignant 

that “needing only to score 75 per cent” is 

considered ineptitude. 

While there are students who criticise 

the education system of “only scoring 75 per 

cent”, there are others — who despite their 

very best efforts — are unable to do as well. 

Excellence is about being the best that you 

can be, not attaining some artificial standard 

of perfection. 

Furthermore, those who do not perform 

academically should not be despised, for 

they could be excellent in other fields. Those 

who are academically gifted should be ex-

pected to push the boundaries even harder 

because they would have had a world-class 

education system to back them up. Singapo-

reans understand the idea of excellence but 

should not get it confused with the impos-

sibility that is perfection. 

We are now a dysfunctionally dissatis-

fied lot, to the point that there is no time 

for romance or making babies, but we have 

accepted it. 

There is no place for complacency, and 

telling that to Singaporeans would be like 

preaching to the converted, and insinuating 

that we do otherwise would be an insult, 

especially to those who are excellent in 

their own way. 
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