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¢ three meN seNteNced to jail, ordered 
to be caNed, For molestatioN oF tipsy girl
Three men have been sentenced 
to jail and ordered to be caned 
for the molestation of a tipsy girl 
after a drinking session.

Restaurant assistant man-
ager Gregory Goh Boon Hong, 
29, management trainee Yue 
Waita, 31, and restaurant man-
ager Eric Wong Meng Cheong, 
33, were convicted on Oct 15.

The girl, who was then a 
17-year-old student, had testi-

fied that she had been drinking 
with them at a Boat Quay bar 
the night before the incident.

Wong was jailed 15 months 
and given six strokes of the cane. 
The other two were each jailed 10 
months and given three strokes 
of the cane. 

All three intend to appeal 
against their conviction and were 
offered bail of $15,000 each. 
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Grades ‘more important 
than graciousness’  
SINGAPORE — Are grades or 

graciousness more important? 

To some of the students who 

were posed this question at 

the Singapore Kindness Youth 

Forum yesterday, the answer 

was a no-brainer. 

Anglo Chinese School 

(Barker Road) student Subra 

Nara, 14, said: “If you go for a 

job interview, the person will 

only look at your grades, he 

won’t look at your attitude. A 

person who has higher grades 

... is probably going to be get-

ting the job rather than some-

one who doesn’t have good 

grades but is more kind, more 

gracious.”

Singapore Polytechnic 

student Nurzahidah Mohd Yu-

soff, 19, added: “There’s a lot 

of competition and sometimes, 

students have to adopt a win-

at-all-cost attitude just to get 

into university. So they focus 

more on grades.”

It was no surprise then 

that most of the 150 students 

present at the forum — through 

a show of hands — felt that 

grades were more important 

than graciousness. 

Other issues that were 

discussed included whether 

awarding points under the 

Community Involvement Pro-

gramme — which can be used 

to lower their aggregate scores 

in school-leaving examinations 

— was doing students more 

harm than good. 

The impact of the influx of 

foreigners on society also came 

under the spotlight.

One student noted that 

Singaporeans were more likely 

to be kind to expatriates than 

to lower-skilled foreign work-

ers, while others pointed out 

that negative stereotypes could 

cause Singaporeans to be un-

kind to foreigners. 

For example, one of the 

participants said, her mother 

has been telling her to “stay 

away from construction work-

ers”. sara grosse

Will Chiam and Lim reconcile?
as reform party announces withdrawal of application to join sda  
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SINGAPORE — It has been a thorny 

issue fuelling the spat between Sin-

gapore Democratic Alliance (SDA) 

chairman Chiam See Tong and his 

former right-hand man Desmond 

Lim Bak Chuan.

But with the Reform Party (RP) 

announcing yesterday that it has 

withdrawn its application to join 

the SDA, the question on the minds 

of political observers is: Will this 

pave the way for reconciliation be-

tween the pair?

Mr Lim told MediaCorp: “I don’t 

want to speculate because I don’t 

know what Mr Chiam is thinking 

or feeling now but I will continue 

to work with an open heart.”

Following RP’s announcement, 

Mr Chiam, who is also the secre-

tary-general of SDA’s component 

party Singapore People’s Party 

(SPP), told reporters yesterday at 

his meet the people session that 

his aim is “always to unite the Op-

position”. He did not respond when 

asked whether his rift with Mr Lim 

— which has caused a chasm within 

the SDA and SPP — would be water 

under the bridge. 

SPP chairman Sin Kek Tong was 

not optimistic that the frosty rela-

tions between the pair would thaw.  

Said Mr Sin: “I don’t bother 

with what they do anymore, I leave 

it to them to settle among them-

selves. If they can reconcile, it can 

only be good news.”

Speaking to MediaCorp, RP 

chief Kenneth Jeyaretnam reiterat-

ed it was “always the case” that he 

wanted an alliance with Mr Chiam 

and the SPP rather than the SDA. 

He said his party withdrew its 

application to join the SDA because 

he did not think RP was able to join 

SDA’s fold on “acceptable terms”.

Mr Lim had opposed 11 points 

of agreement which Mr Chiam had 

reached with Mr Jeyaretnam for the 

RP to join the SDA. 

Mr Lim subsequently lost his 

post as SPP assistant secretary-

general in August. He remained a 

council member on SPP and the 

secretary general of SDA. Recently, 

Mr Chiam tried to remove him from 

the SDA — a move which was re-

portedly rejected by SDA leaders. 

But on Wednesday, Mr Chiam 

sent out a press release insisting 

that Mr Lim’s “position in SDA is 

not recognised by the SPP”. 

For Mr Lim, the fact that RP 

withdrew its application was 

“nothing to be happy or proud 

about”. Mr Lim added: “It’s about 

getting things in order according to 

SDA’s constitution and protecting 

SDA’s dignity and interests.”

Even as RP’s bid to join the al-

liance fell through, Mr Jeyaretnam 

said it would “continue to explore 

ways” to allow Mr Chiam and the 

SPP to form a “dream team” with 

his party to contest the coming 

elections. Mr Chiam echoed that 

view, saying that “things are still 

developing”. 

FRENCH ‘SpidER-MAN’ TO SCALE FLYER TOdAY
French ‘spider-man’ alain 
robert was in action 
yesterday as he embarked 
on a practice session before 
his actual attempt today to 
scale the singapore Flyer. mr 
robert covered the distance 
of two capsules to ‘get a 
feel’ of the Flyer, according 
to the organisers of ‘asia’s 
biggest’ action sports 
carnival mettle games.  
mr robert’s shot at making 
history — by being the first 
professional climber to scale 
the Flyer — is part of the 
games, which will take place 
from Friday to sunday at the 
pit building. erNest chua


