
BY RACHEL CHAN

A NUCLEAR plant could
be shared, if built, with
Malaysia and Indonesia,

said Mr Edwin Khew, chairman
of the Sustainable Energy Asso-
ciation of Singapore.

It is an idea that he had pro-
posed just over 15 years ago, at
the Asean Young Leaders Fo-
rum in October 1995.

On Monday, Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong indicated at
an annual Singapore energy con-
ference that nuclear power was
an “important part of the solu-
tion to mankind’s energy prob-
lems”.

Mr Lee said that Singapore
has to start building its capabili-
ties now, so that it would be
able to exercise such an option
should it become necessary and
feasible one day.

If so, building a nuclear plant
on Singapore’s mainland would
not be an option, as a 25km
radius is essential for the popu-
lation’s safety.

Hence, Mr Khew, who is also
chief executive and managing di-

rector of waste-to-energy firm
IUT Global, raised the possibili-
ty of building the nuclear reac-
tor on a Tekong-sized island ac-
cessible to Singapore, Malaysia
and Indonesia.

The sheer amount of energy
produced by a single nuclear-
power plant would be more
than sufficient for Singapore’s
population, he said.

“If you look at the fact that
they’re talking about an Asean
grid, this will be a perfect
project to put on a common is-
land that Malaysia, Indonesia
and Singapore can share,” he
told my paper yesterday.

Mini-type nuclear reactors
could be another option if Singa-
pore preferred to generate only
enough energy for domestic use.

Like Mr Lee, Mr Khew laud-
ed nuclear power for being
clean and efficient, with a low
carbon footprint. The only is-
sue is the disposal of waste, he
said.

Even then, Mr Khew said
that technology is now so ad-
vanced that spent fuel can be re-
cycled and re-used.

Mr Khew, who also sits on a
sub-committee of the Economic
Strategies Committee that looks
at energy resilience, was speak-
ing at an interview that took
place on the sidelines of the first
day of the Clean Energy Expo
Asia.

The three-day conference
and trade fair, which is part of
the Singapore International En-
ergy Week, is a platform for ex-
perts and industry players to
share ideas, and for companies
to exhibit their green solutions.

In his speech at the opening
ceremony of the Clean Energy
Expo yesterday, Dr Yaacob Ibra-
him, Minister for the Environ-

ment and Water Resources, said
he was encouraged that the
number of exhibitors at the fair
has doubled from last year.

There were 150 exhibitors
this year, against 71 last year.

EV Hub, a research centre
for electric vehicles, showcased
a second-hand BMW sedan and
a 1999 Porsche convertible that
had been converted into electric
cars.

Sing Yue Technologies, an-
other home-grown firm, showed
off a small wind turbine that
could harness wind energy with-
out spinning its blades.

The trade fair, held on level
four of the Suntec City Conven-
tion Centre, will be on until to-
morrow.
rachchan@sph.com.sg

SEVEN teenage boys were
arrested in two separate
cases for starting fires out
of mischief on Sunday and
Monday. They are aged
between 12 and 15.

In the first case on Sun-
day, police were called in at
about 10pm after a security
officer at Hougang Green
Shopping Mall detained five
boys aged between 12 and
13. Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that the boys
had set fire to a piece of
paper outside a unit located
on the second storey of the
shopping mall.

The next day, police offi-
cers on patrol conducted a
check on two 15-year-old
boys in the vicinity of Block
72, Marine Drive. They
found a lighter in one of the
boys’ possession. The two
boys were later found to
have set fire to paper and
cloth at a nearby playground,
resulting in some damage to
the facilities there.

All seven have been
released on bail pending
further investigation.

The offence of mischief
by fire carries a maximum
punishment of seven years’
jail and a fine.

BY GWENDOLYN NG

MORE employers are aware of
the courses offered by the na-
tional accreditation system,
Workforce Skills Qualifications
(WSQ).

The awareness of WSQ
among employers in industry
rose from 38 per cent last year
to 42 per cent, while the adop-
tion of WSQ has risen from 12
to 19 per cent.

These improvements were re-
vealed by Manpower Minister
Gan Kim Yong at yesterday’s in-
augural WSQ partnership night,

which also celebrated the fifth
anniversary of the initiative led
by the Workforce Development
Agency.

More than 500,000 workers,
in sectors ranging from engi-
neering to clinical research,
have undergone training under
WSQ, which offers 12,500 cours-
es ranging from English-literacy
to industry-specific skills.

Deputy Prime Minister Teo
Chee Hean, who was the guest
of honour at the event, said that
upgrading the skills of the work-
force is a national priority in the
face of keener competition in
the global arena.

In recognition of the contri-
butions of WSQ’s partners,
WDA presented awards to 25 in-
dividuals and organisations.

Media production company
Shooting Gallery Asia received
the award as it was the first to of-
fer apprenticeships to North-
light School students undergo-
ing the WSQ Production Assist-
ant Training course.

The company’s group manag-
ing director, Mr Sebastian Tan,
said: “They may require a little
more guidance but I feel it’s im-
portant to give them exposure
to the working world.”
nggwen@sph.com.sg
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pore a better place and in de-
fending what they value about
Singapore”.

Dr Ng also later shared with
reporters what he would defend.

He revealed that his deep
conviction that Singapore’s sys-
tem has worked and his willing-

ness to defend it stems from the
opportunities he received de-
spite coming from “a humble
and poor background”.

As a boy who grew up in a
three-room flat in Queenstown,
being able to train under top sur-
geons in the United States were
“my most endearing and deep-
est moments”, he said.

Citing the MOE survey find-
ings, he said “we have woven a
strong, cohesive and resilient so-
cial fabric that has stood tests in
the recent decade”.

He encouraged the audience
to “keep on finding innovative
ways to directly engage students
and all Singaporeans on impor-
tant matters of national and so-
cial concern”.

The seminar was first held in
January last year and focused
on the rising use of new media
as a tool for teaching about Sin-
gapore’s past and future chal-
lenges in schools.

This year, Dr Ng highlighted
a few initiatives to show the posi-
tive impact resulting from using
new media for nation-building.

A survey conducted by Singa-
pore Polytechnic last December
revealed that at least 64 per cent
of youth visited social-media
platforms on a daily basis.

“Through the use of new me-
dia tools, we encourage more
voices, greater participation and
ownership in writing a story for
Singapore,” he said.
limhw@sph.com.sg

Seven boys
nabbed for
starting fires

S’pore could share nuclear power

More than 500,000 trained under WSQ

Innovative
approaches
necessary to
reach young

We can generate
a lot of power

and share the power.
We can share the
investment and put
it on a neutral
island.
MR EDWIN KHEW, CHAIRMAN
OF THE SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE

SALARIES SET TO RISE 4%
NEXT YEAR, SURVEY SHOWS

EMPLOYEES here can expect
salary increases of 4 per cent
next year, up from this year’s 3.1
per cent, according to the latest
Salary Trend Survey by ECA
International, the world’s leader
in international assignee manage-
ment.

However, inflation will over-
shadow the impact of this in
real terms. The survey is con-
ducted annually and monitors
actual salary increases in over
50 countries.

INDIVIDUALS CAN HELP
ENVIRONMENT, SAY YOUTH

A RECENT survey by the
National Environment Agency
has shown that 80 per cent of
respondents aged 15 to 29 say
that individuals can make a
difference in sustaining a quality
environment here.

This is especially so in the
areas of waste minimisation,
recycling and dengue preven-
tion.

ROAD CLOSURES FOR
NATIONAL DAY INVESTITURE

TO FACILITATE traffic arrange-
ments for the National Day
Investiture 2010 which will be
held at the University Cultural
Centre on Sunday, a number of
roads and lanes will be closed
from 2.30pm that day until
midnight.

These include Kent Ridge
Crescent (between Clementi
Road and Sports Drive 2) and
Engineering Drive 1 (between
Kent Ridge Crescent and
Engineering Drive 3).
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