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It could have started 
earlier than thought ...

lEong WEE KEAt
weekeat@mediacorp.com.sg 

SINGAPORE — In a further twist to the larg-

est suspected fraud in the civil service, inves-

tigators now believe that one of the accused 

began cheating the State years before he 

joined the Singapore Land Authority, where 

his alleged crimes were first discovered.

On Friday, former SLA deputy director 

Koh Seah Wee (picture) was charged with 

cheating the Intellectual Property Office 

of Singapore (Ipos) when he was assistant 

director of its Information Technology De-

partment from July 2004 to March 2007.

Koh, 40, purportedly conspired with 

Chartered Systems & Services to enable the 

business to win IT contracts from Ipos. The 

company would submit payment invoices for 

fictitious goods and services, which Koh would 

certify even though nothing was delivered.

Eight fraudulent transactions, amounting 

to about $286,000, are thought to have oc-

curred between December 2005 and March 

2007. “Investigations against Koh’s activities 

in Ipos are continuing,” according to a joint 

statement from Ipos and the Law Ministry.

While a previous cheating scam involving 

former Trade Development Board chief execu-

tive officer Yeo Seng Teck had gone on for a 

longer period — for five years, between June 

1988 and July 1993 — investigations into Koh 

have turned to his time at the Supreme Court, 

where he was deployed before July 2004.

Koh now faces a total of 302 charges, 

while former SLA manager Christopher Lim 

Chai Meng, 37, faces 309. Both men bought 

luxury cars from the alleged $12.1 million 

they siphoned from SLA between November 

2007 and March this year.

Ipos conducted its internal investigation 

after the purported SLA fraud came to light in 

June. An independent review panel was con-

vened and it recommended improvements 

to Ipos’ internal controls, systems and proc-

esses, which have since been implemented.

“These included strengthening internal 

audit structures and processes, centralising 

the procurement process and ensuring the 

purchasing officer and the receiving officer are 

different individuals,” read the joint statement.

Ipos said its financial statements and 

accounts were audited externally, not by the 

Auditor-General’s Office, during the time the 

alleged offences took place. This was done 

in accordance with the Auditor-General’s 

requirements. 

“The audits conducted were statutory 

audits of financial statements and compli-

ance audits designed to ensure compliance 

with finance procedures and processes. These 

types of audit may not always be able to pick 

up such fraudulent activities,” Ipos said.

Disciplinary investigations of officers 

whose lapses in supervision may have con-

tributed to the fraud going undetected are 

in progress. Action will be taken, if found 

appropriate, said Ipos. Koh’s case will be 

mentioned again on Dec 3.

References and interviews  
are key to scholarship selection
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SINGAPORE — He would have been con-

sidered for his grades and co-curricular 

activities. He would have written a personal 

statement, undergone psychometric screen-

ings and an interview, backed by references.

But disciplinary records are not listed 

under the requirements in the Education 

Ministry’s scholarship page online, similar 

for other organisations. And as teaching 

scholar Jonathan Wong (picture) now faces 

17 charges for possessing child pornography, 

his public caning for peeping during his 

schooling days has got some Singaporeans 

wondering how he had won the scholarship.

The former Hwa Chong boy and gifted 

student who pleaded guilty on Monday is 

out on bail while awaiting sentencing on 

Dec 13, Britain’s Crown Prosecution Service 

told MediaCorp. The 23-year-old University 

of York student could spend five years in jail.

A check with other scholarship award-

ers found references and interviews among 

the main elements of the selection process. 

The Public Service Commission, which gives 

out about 60 to 80 scholarships annually, 

looks at academic performance, CCAs, Com-

munity Involvement Programme records 

and, for male candidates, military perform-

ance in its “rigorous” selection process.

PSC Secretariat director Yeo Whee 

Jim said that every 

candidate goes 

through psy-

c h o m e t r i c 

tests and an interview by a trained psychol-

ogist “to ascertain” character and integrity.

“Because integrity is better assessed 

through behaviour over a period of time, the 

commission relies on teachers and princi-

pals for their reading of a candidate’s char-

acter and values. Their assessment matters 

because they have close interactions with 

the student during his school years,” he said.

Academic and CCA records are also 

among some qualities assessed by the 

Singapore Management University for its 

scholarships. “We don’t run background 

checks on applicants, (but) we do conduct 

interviews with them to ensure they’re 

suitable for our scholarships,” said a 

spokesperson. SMU scholars’ applications 

will also often be backed by references 

from their junior colleges and institutes.

Raffles Institution principal Lim Lai 

Cheng said students usually get their civic 

tutors to write references for their schol-

arship applications. “This’ll give some 

indication on what kind of student the 

applicant is,” said Mrs Lim.

St Andrew’s Secondary School prin-

cipal Belinda Charles, who has acted as a 

referee for several ex-students, said organ-

isations usually call back to find out more 

about the applicant and his character.

In reply to queries about Wong, a Hwa 

Chong Institution spokesperson only said: 

“The school takes a firm stand against 

child pornography. It must never be con-

doned ... The school is saddened by this 

news involving an alumnus.”

A representative of the Singapore Soci-

ety in the University of York said: “(Wong) 

had a number of good friends within and 

outside the Singapore community in York. 

We can’t condone his actions, but it’s not our 

position to judge him. Rather, we’re com-

mitted to helping him through this difficult 

time. He had shown and expressed great 

remorse for his past actions and is prepared 

to face the consequences.” 
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