
BY DAVID LIM

L OYAL patrons of Carre-
four here heaved a sigh of
relief after news that the

French retail giant is staying put
in Singapore and Malaysia.

Shoppers whom my paper
spoke to outside its outlet at
Suntec City Mall Tower 3 and 4
yesterday said they were glad
that it has decided not to sell its
businesses in the two countries.

The world’s second-largest
retailer after American
mammoth Wal-Mart, Carre-
four had said earlier this week
that it was off-loading 42 stores
in Thailand and was also look-
ing to sell its 23 Malaysia and
two Singapore outlets. It said
then that it was selling its Thai
business to rival Big C, part of
the French Casino group, for
868 million euros (S$1.5 bil-
lion).

Mr Jay Hotti, 47, a general
manager of a technological-ser-
vices firm, said that having Car-
refour in Suntec City is a big

perk for the people working
nearby as it “gives us the conven-
ience of working and shopping”.

A foodie, he patronises the
outlet at least once a week and
buys groceries and European
food on weekdays.

Another customer, Ms Jaya-
devi K. Esavaram, 30, also cited
the convenience of getting
“everything in one shot”. A sen-
ior software engineer from In-
dia, she has been here for only
two months and visits the
branch four times a week.

Chief executive Lars Olofs-

son said in a statement yester-
day: “We have decided not to
sell our operations in Malaysia
and Singapore because their
market position and their
growth prospects are consist-
ent with our strategy.”

He added that the company
would “invest the necessary
means” to improve its position
in Malaysia’s market, where it is
the third-biggest retailer.

Its Asian sales accounted for
7.6 per cent of Carrefour’s total
net sales of 85.96 billion euros
last year, which is less than the
13.7 per cent for Latin America
and 35.7 per cent for Europe, ex-
cluding France.

Overall, Carrefour’s world-
wide sales in the third quarter of
this year were up by 6.7 per cent
to 25.61 billion euros.

The growth was better than a
6.1-per cent increase forecast by
analysts.

According to Nielsen figures,
Carrefour’s branch in Suntec
City Mall is the largest
hypermarket in Singapore,
with a retail space of 9,900 sq
m.

Its Plaza Singapura branch is
about 4,500 sq m.

NTUC FairPrice, however, is
the largest supermarket chain
and retailer here, boasting more
than 90 supermarkets, five gour-
met FairPrice Finest supermar-
kets and three hypermarkets.

While Carrefour patrons wel-
comed the news that the compa-
ny is here to stay, some felt that
there is room for improvement.

For instance, Mr Ethan Tan,
32, a communications consult-
ant, felt that it could stock more
varieties of international grocer-
ies as “Singaporeans are now bet-
ter-travelled and exposed to a
bigger range of products”.
limhw@sph.com.sg

BY LAVNEETA NATYALA

A CUSTOMER at Epicurious
cafe in Robertson Quay was
shocked when he received his
bill after dining at the restau-
rant on Wednesday, the day of
the Hari Raya Haji holiday.

Stomper Manfred – who
wrote about his experience on
the citizen-journalism website –
said: “When the bill came, I saw
‘PH surcharge’ on the bill. I
joked with my friends, saying
that it may stand for ‘public holi-
day surcharge’.”

To his surprise, it did.
When he asked about the $5

surcharge, he was told that the
restaurant’s staff are paid more
on public holidays, so an extra
charge is imposed on customers
on those days.

A spokesman for the Consu-
mers Association of Singapore
told my paper that “public holi-
day surcharges” are unusual,

adding that consumers should
avoid outlets that impose such
extra charges.

Epicurious was unable to
provide a comment at press
time.

Other restaurants in the area

do not impose such charges.
A spokesman for Booma-

rang bistro in Robertson
Quay told my paper that the
restaurant does not impose
surcharges on public holi-
days.
lnatyala@sph.com.sg

COSTLIER: Stomper Manfred was charged $5 extra for dining
at Epicurious cafe on Hari Raya Haji. (PHOTO: STOMP)

Shoppers glad Carrefour’s here to stay

Surcharge for public-holiday dining

BY KENNY CHEE

BUSINESSMAN Choy Kin
Weng gets weekly requests from
his friends to meet up for a cup

of coffee, to watch movies or to
play mahjong.

However, the 44-year-old
makes a conscious effort to re-
ject most of these requests, in or-
der to spend more time with his

two teenage sons.
Mr Choy has meals with

them as much as he can, and
takes them out to cycle on week-
ends.

“Society is changing so fast.
If I don’t spend more time with
my kids, I worry that they might
not grow up with the basic con-
cepts of family values,” he said.

His sentiments on father-
hood underscore some findings

of a survey released yesterday.
The survey was commis-

sioned by the Fathers Action
Network (FAN), a work group
formed in November last year
under the National Family
Council.

The survey, conducted on
140 children aged nine to 12
here in May, found that many
are happy when they are in-
volved in activities with their fa-
thers.

It showed that the top wish
among children here is for their
dads to buy them gifts. This
could be due to gifts being a
common way for Singaporean
families to express affection or
to give rewards, said the find-
ings.

Almost as important was the
wish for fathers to play or spend
more time with their children.

The survey showed that the
children were most unhappy
with their dads when they scold-
ed them.

They were also unhappy
when their fathers were absent
or did not spend enough time
with them.

One new plan revealed yester-
day by FAN to help inspire fa-
thers to become better dads is
the Dads@Workplace pro-
gramme.

For a start, it tries to encour-
age firms to organise short talks
for its employees who are fa-
thers, to help them pick up fa-
thering skills.

FAN chairman Richard Se-
ow said: “We want to remind all
dads out there to savour pre-
cious moments with their chil-
dren.”
kennyc@sph.com.sg

Spend more time with
us, dad: Singapore kids

We are convinced
that we can

create more value
ourselves in
Malaysia and
Singapore than by
selling those assets.
MR LARS OLOFSSON,
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF
CARREFOUR GROUP

S’PORE STUDENT CAUGHT
WITH CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

A THIRD-YEAR Singaporean
student at the University of York
in Britain has been caught with
hardcore child pornography
videos on his computer.

Jonathan Wong, 23, a former
Hwa Chong Institution student,
pleaded guilty to 17 charges of
downloading child pornography
between July 15, 2008, and
March 19 this year. He will be
sentenced on Dec 13.
THE STRAITS TIMES

CALL FOR YOUTH AWARD
NOMINATIONS

THE National Youth Council
(NYC) is inviting nominations for
the Singapore Youth Award
(SYA) 2011. The SYA is the
highest national youth accolade
conferred upon youth here who
have excelled in their fields of
endeavour and have contributed
significantly to the community.

The NYC is inviting private
organisations, public institutions
and members of the public to
nominate deserving individuals
or teams via www.sya.sg.

MAN ARRESTED FOR TAX
AND DUTY EVASION

SINGAPORE Customs arrested a
37-year-old man yesterday for
fraudulent evasion of duty and
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
in the import of cars from
Japan. Jeremy Han Wan
Kwang is said to have imported
206 units of Japanese cars of
various makes. The alleged
underdeclaring resulted in short
payment of duty and GST
amounting to $176,774.62.
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