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Fewer PRs, new citizens
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SINGAPORE — The Republic’s resi-

dent population growth rate hit a 

high last year — the same year that 

total fertility rate fell to a low.

But as Singaporeans’ concerns 

over the influx of new citizens and 

Permanent Residents heightened, 

fewer immigrants were granted 

such statuses recently. 

As a result, Singapore’s resi-

dent population grew by just 

1.01 per cent as of June this year, a 

sharp drop from the 2.5-per-cent 

growth last year. 

These figures were revealed on 

Friday in the inaugural Singapore 

Public Sector Outcomes Review, 

which was coordinated by the Min-

istry of Finance (MOF) and involved 

all the other Ministries. 

The idea was to establish “a 

set of shared outcomes, along with 

suitable indicators to track Singa-

pore’s progress towards achieving 

them”, said the MOF, which envis-

aged the review to be published 

once every two years. 

“Just as a health screening re-

port helps an individual to make 

wise choices that support his 

health, monitoring whole-of-gov-

ernment outcome indicators guides 

our understanding of current and 

emerging policy issues, and there-

fore the strategies, programmes 

and resources needed to address 

them,” the review said.

A “Strong Singaporean Core” 

was identified as one of 27 strategic 

outcomes spanning various aspects 

of governance. These outcomes 

are categorised under six themes, 

including sustainable economic 

growth, robust social security and 

a secure and influential Singapore. 

A CorE ISSuE
According to the review, the pro-

portion of citizens has been falling 

under two-thirds since 2008. 

The proportion of citizens 

fell from 72.2 per cent in 2005 to 

63.6 per cent as of June this year. 

Over the same period, the 

proportion of residents — which 

comprises citizens and Permanent 

Residents — fell from 81.3 per cent 

to 74.3 per cent. The review noted 

that this decline over time was due 

to “an increase in the number of 

non-residents (comprising tran-

sient foreigners working, studying 

and living in Singapore)”.

It added that the Government 

has adopted the proposals of the 

Economic Strategies Committee 

to “keep the foreign share of the 

workforce at no higher than one-

third over the long term, while al-

lowing for short-term variations 

over the course of the economic 

cycle”.

“However, with low fertility, 

Singapore must remain open to 

high calibre immigrants so as to 

augment our population and sus-

tain our competitiveness,” the re-

view said. 

The review said that the Gov-

ernment has tightened the frame-

work for granting permanent 

residency and citizenship. Infra-

structure for transport, housing 

and other amenities are also being 

enhanced to accommodate gradual 

population growth.

In 2008, the number of new 

citizenships granted was 20,513. 

Last year, it dropped to 19,928.

Without giving specific figures, 

the review said: “Fewer new im-

migrants were granted permanent 

residency and citizenship in 2009. 

The number of PRs granted in 2010 

will also be less than that in 2009.”

Singapore Management Uni-

versity law lecturer Eugene Tan 

noted that the review showed 

that the authorities were respon-

sive. But he added: “It remains 

to be seen if this commitment of 

putting Singaporeans first can be 

sustained, given the imperative for 

Singapore to be welcoming of new 

immigrants.” 
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With low fertility, 

Singapore must  

remain open to high 

calibre immigrants  

so as to augment  

our population and 

sustain our  

competitiveness. 
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n Korea warns of fresh 
strikes against south

SEOUL/BEIJING — North Korea 

said on Friday it would strike 

again at the South if a live-firing 

drill by Seoul on a disputed island 

went ahead, with an even strong-

er response than last month’s 

shelling that killed four people.

The announcement on 

North Korea’s official news 

agency came as South Korea 

readied for the one-day drill — 

scheduled between Saturday 

and Tuesday — on Yeonpyeong 

island near their disputed mar-

itime border, for the first time 

since an exchange of artillery 

fire there about a month ago.

The North “will deal the 

second and third unpredict-

able self-defensive blow” to 

protect its territorial waters 

if the South goes ahead with 

the drill. “It will be deadlier 

than what was made on Nov 23 

in terms of the powerfulness 

and sphere of the strike,” the 

North’s military statement said. 

South Korea’s Defence 

Ministry said the drill would go 

ahead.

United States’ General 

James Cartwright, Vice-Chair-

man of the US Joint Chiefs of 

Staff, voiced his concern over a 

possible “chain reaction”. 

Mr Cartwright told report-

ers at the Pentagon: “If North 

Korea were to react to that in 

a negative way and fire back 

at those firing positions on 

the islands, that would start, 

potentially, a chain reaction of 

firing and counter-firing.”

However, a leading South 

Korean defence analyst said he 

doubted the North would carry 

out its threat, which rattled fi-

nancial markets. 

“They would have to be 

committing to a full-out war 

if they did that (struck again),” 

said Mr Baek Seung Joo of the 

Korea Institute for Defence 

Analyses, an expert on North 

Korea’s military strategy.

“What’s likely is they will 

do something as a face-saving 

action, such as firing their own 

artillery near the disputed wa-

ters,” he said.

North Korea had said its 

November shelling was a re-

sponse to South Korean “provo-

cations” after an artillery bat-

tery on the island fired in what 

Seoul said was a routine drill.

Pyongyang’s warning came 

after Seoul promised a more ro-

bust response to any further at-

tacks on its territory. The shell-

ing of the island was the first 

time since the Korean war that 

the North had attacked South 

Korean territory.

China, the North’s main 

backer, has said that Pyongyang 

had promised restraint and the 

threat of a new attack by the 

North came as China told visit-

ing US Deputy Secretary of State 

James Steinberg that the two big 

powers should cooperate more 

in defusing tension on the Ko-

rean peninsula. AgEnCIES
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