
BY DAVID LIM

N ANYANG Technological
University undergradu-
ates are now allowed to

wear shorts and strapped
sandals on campus, following
an official directive sent to them
on Oct 29.

The e-mail was sent to all stu-
dents by the university’s Stu-
dent Affairs Office (SAO), and
came as good news to many like
Rachel, a first-year communica-
tions-studies undergraduate.

The 19-year-old said: “It’s
about time the school made the
change, so that students will feel
more comfortable with wearing
what they want.”

The university clarified that
the change in rules follows a re-
vision in guidelines conducted
earlier this year.

Previously, students and
teachers were not allowed to
wear attire such as sleeveless
T-shirts, singlets, shorts or
mini-skirts.

However, the new ruling dic-
tates that shorts worn by stu-
dents should not reveal their up-
per thighs, according to the
SAO’s website. The dress code
was last reviewed in 2002.

The dean of students, Associ-
ate Professor Lok Tat Seng,
said: “One goal of the dress code
is to encourage our young peo-
ple to dress appropriately to suit
the occasion. As a guiding princi-
ple, this is also helpful in prepar-
ing our students for the working
world.”

Just over a month ago, Re-
public Polytechnic (RP) banned
its students from attending lec-
tures if they were attired improp-
erly.

Prof Lok said that NTU had
planned to announce the re-
vised guidelines on its website
on Nov 1, and that the timing of
the RP news was coincidental.

While the change in NTU’s
dress code liberalises the attire
of its students, some say that
they had previously worn shorts
without any action taken
against them.

First-year NTU student Lin
Ying, 18, who usually wears
shorts to school, said: “It was
stated in the school’s handbook
that we were not allowed to
wear shorts but no one really
cared then.”

Slippers remain banned as
they are considered “casual foot-
wear” and particularly compro-
mise the safety of students in
laboratories, said Prof Lok.

Strapped sandals are allowed
because the university noted
that these are “seen as fashion
footwear by young people”, he
added. However, they are still
banned in laboratories.

A check with two other
universities and the five poly-
technics showed that their
guidelines, or lack thereof, re-
main unchanged.

The Singapore Management
University (SMU), for instance,
does not have dressing guide-
lines for its students.

“We treat them (students) as
young adults and we grant them
the freedom of choice in dress-
ing,” said an SMU spokesman.

An RP spokesman told my
paper that the institution would
review its guidelines “at an ap-
propriate time but the current
one is adequate”.
limhw@sph.com.sg

IMPROPER ATTIRE: Shorts
that reveal upper thighs and
slippers are not allowed.
(PHOTO: WALLACE WOON)

NTU now allows shorts and sandals

BY KENNY CHEE

FOR his daily fix of home news
and entertainment buzz,
14-year-old Calvin Leong pre-
fers reading newspapers over on-
line sources such as blogs.

“I find newspapers more reli-
able and accurate. If you go to
blogs, they will usually have the
bloggers’ opinions on the news.
Some websites are also not relia-
ble,” said the Sembawang Sec-
ondary School student.

Like Calvin, many young Sin-
gaporeans also get their news
from newspapers, according to a

survey released by Panasonic
yesterday.

When asked to list their top
three sources of news, teenagers
ranked traditional media tops.

Newspapers were the most-
cited source, with nine in 10
young people saying so. Next
was TV, with seven in 10, fol-
lowed by online news websites,
with four in 10 respondents.

For their most preferred news
source, nearly four in 10 young-
sters picked TV programmes,
while two in 10 chose newspa-
pers and one in 10 picked online
news sites and magazines.

The survey polled 104 youth

aged 10 to 15 between October
and last month.

Many of them – nearly eight
in 10 – also said they prefer news
that is interactive, in terms of be-
ing able to choose the content
they want to read and to com-
ment on the news, for instance.

Mr Christopher Lim, Pana-
sonic’s manager of corporate
communications, said that the
firm was “pleasantly surprised”
that many from the young gener-
ation get their news from tradi-
tional-media platforms, especial-
ly given the proliferation of on-
line media.

One reason could be that it is
easier to read on a printed medi-
um than to do so on a cell-
phone’s digital format, he said.

And the ready availability of
free and paid newspapers at
transportation hubs (my paper

is distributed free) makes it easy
for commuting youngsters to
read newspapers on the go, he
noted.

As many young Singapore-
ans are keen to have news inter-
activity, Mr Lim said traditional
media could leverage on online
platforms. For instance, papers
could have links to related on-
line news content like videos.

The results were released
alongside the announcement of
the winners of Panasonic’s Re-
gional Kid Witness News Con-
test. A team of five from Sem-
bawang Secondary School
clinched the top prize for their wa-
ter-management documentary.

The team beat over 160 en-
tries from seven Asia-Pacific
countries, after putting in 300
hours of work.
kennyc@sph.com.sg

Traditional media is top
news source for youth

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
OF SINGAPORE
Dress code: Revealing shorts,
singlets, clothes with vulgar words
or caricatures, as well as slippers,
are not allowed
Enforcement: Students dressed
improperly will be sent for
counselling.
NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL
UNIVERSITY
Dress code: Clothes must not be
see-through; expose the midriff,
chest or upper thigh; or show
cleavage or undergarments. No
clothing with vulgar, offensive
or obscene prints or language
allowed.
Enforcement: The university has
clarified that it has not dealt with
any student so far.
SINGAPORE MANAGEMENT
UNIVERSITY
Dress code: None. Students have
the freedom of choice in dressing
and are expected to observe deco-
rum in terms of what they wear to
class.
Enforcement: Students in indecent
attire will be counselled.
SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC
Dress code: No sleeveless T-shirts,
singlets and shorts (except during
sports activities). No clothing which
may be offensive. Nautical Studies
students must wear their uniform
as required in class.
Enforcement: $50 fine for those
who flout the rules but the school
seeks to change behaviour through
reasoning and inculcating values.
NGEE ANN POLYTECHNIC
Dress code: No inappropriate
dressing and slippers. Long hair
for male students is not allowed.
Enforcement: Rules against slippers
is strictly enforced for safety
reasons. The minority who flout
rules are counselled.
NANYANG POLYTECHNIC
Dress code: Students are required

to be properly attired at all times,
unless they are involved in games
and sports.
Enforcement: Counselling for those
dressed inappropriately.
REPUBLIC POLYTECHNIC
Dress code: No slippers, outra-
geous hair colours, sleeveless
T-shirts, singlets and shorts (except
in sports activities). No offensive or
indecent dressing and slippers.
Enforcement: Regular checks on
students working in laboratories.
TEMASEK POLYTECHNIC
Dress code: Students to be dressed
in a manner becoming of a student,
which includes having neat and
tidy hair, appropriate clothes and
footwear.
Enforcement: So far, students have
adhered to the rules. Most students
who had to be counselled by
lecturers have stopped dressing
inappropriately.

TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS’ DRESS CODES
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CPF BOARD CHIEF EXECUTIVE
TO RETIRE ON JAN 1

THE Central Provident Fund
(CPF) Board’s chief executive,
Mr Liew Heng San, 55, will
retire on Jan 1. He has served
31 years in the public sector,
with the last five years spent at
the helm of the CPF Board.

Deputy Secretary Yee Ping
Yi, from the Ministry of Man-
power, will be seconded to take
over his role from Jan 1 for a
three-year term.

ALEXANDRA FOOD CENTRE
REOPENS AFTER UPGRADING

THE newly refurbished Alexan-
dra Village Food Centre located
at Block 120, Bukit Merah Lane
1, opened for business yester-
day after undergoing a major
facelift for nine months.

Under the upgrading, the
total seating capacity has been
increased by more than 30 per
cent to cater to more patrons
during peak hours.

CDC PLAN TO REACH OUT TO
ALL YOUTH IN THE DISTRICT

WE REFER to our report, “CDC’s
$1.5m plan to reach at-risk
youth”, published yesterday.

The headline is misleading.
North West Community

Development Council’s (CDC)
three-year youth-engagement
plan, Youth@North West, aims
to reach out to all young people
in the North West District,
including at-risk youth.
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