
S INGAPORE’S technical
educational institutions
must continue to stay rele-

vant and responsive in an in-
creasingly competitive global
environment, said Senior Minis-
ter Goh Chok Tong yesterday.

He said: “The Government
will continue to invest in this
sector and in our students to
help meet this objective.”

Plans have also been an-
nounced to expand the polytech-
nics’ capacity, to allow more In-
stitute of Technical Education
(ITE) graduates to upgrade
themselves and receive a poly-
technic education, he added.

Mr Goh was speaking at the
Worldskills Singapore competi-
tion, a nationwide competition
for Singaporean youth who ex-
cel in technical skills.

It was held at ITE College

West in Choa Chu Kang. The
competition began yesterday
and ends tomorrow.

In his speech, Mr Goh said
that ITE’s success should not be
taken for granted, and that his
faith in the institution has been
reaffirmed.

Skilled workers, such as me-
chanics, plumbers, cooks and
hairdressers, are essential to Sin-
gapore’s economy and demand
for them will always be there, he
said.

Mr Goh cited the example of
the 2009 recession, during
which more than 80 per cent of
ITE graduates who entered the
job market found a job within
six months of graduation.

Since its inception in 1992,
ITE has produced some
300,000 graduates.

He also drew on similar ex-

amples, reported in The New
York Times, that the demand
for skilled labour – such as weld-
ers and electrical linemen – re-
mained high during the reces-
sion in the United States.

Britain and Australia also
face an acute shortage of skilled
labour. Mr Goh explained that
there is a heavy emphasis on
knowledge generation, usually
by highly educated graduates, in
a knowledge-based economy.

He said: “However, know-
ledge flies across national bor-
ders and, in the Internet age,
knowledge-based jobs can be
outsourced.”

Many countries now out-
source even professional work,
like legal and accounting ser-
vices, to emerging countries
such as India and China, he
said.

Skilled technical jobs, howev-
er, cannot be outsourced, Mr
Goh stressed.

He said: “When a car breaks
down, you need a local mechan-
ic to fix it. When you want to cut
or colour your hair, you need a
local hairdresser.

“As our population ages, we
will need more caregivers and
nurses to take care of our par-
ents and grandparents.”

SM Goh: ITE must stay relevant

BY SIA LING XIN

IN A bid to reduce safety and
health risks at more small and
medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), a further $11 million
will be pumped into a fund to
encourage them to adopt bet-
ter workplace practices.

The boost to the Risk Man-
agement Assistance Fund
(RMAF) – managed by the
Workplace Safety and Health
(WSH) Council – will be dis-
bursed over the next three
years.

It is expected to benefit
about 2,000 more SMEs, said
Manpower Minister Gan Kim
Yong. He was speaking at the
third bizSafe convention, held
at Suntec Singapore yesterday.

Launched in 2007, bizSafe
is a programme to help SMEs
build risk-management capa-
bilities, and provides recogni-
tion for their efforts.

Since 2006, the RMAF has
reached out to about 2,000
SMEs, helping them defray
the costs of building risk-man-
agement capabilities, with
nearly $13 million disbursed.

Up to $800 from the fund
will also be offered to each
company that wants to apply
for bizSafe to carry out audit-
ing of their risk-management
procedures.

Mr Gan said that workplace

accidents are “costly, involving
manhours lost and temporary
stop-work orders that impact
productivity”.

He explained: “Only by tak-
ing steps such as risk assess-
ments from the (start) to miti-
gate workplace risks, can we
prevent accidents effectively
and save lives.”

He added that his ministry
takes risk-management seri-
ously, but there is “scope for us
to do more”. He urged busi-
ness owners to take concrete
steps to ensure the safety and
health of their employees.

Mr Barry Pang, 49, execu-
tive director of Thomson Cater-
ing and Enterprise, which re-
cently took part in a risk-as-
sessment check, encouraged
more companies to follow suit.

One measure his company
implemented was to provide
trolleys for the transportation
of food instead of having work-
ers move them manually.

“Workers who used to com-
plain about backaches find the
current system much better.
While we have not had any fa-
tal accidents, it is always better
to be safe than sorry,” he said.

Mr Gan also reported on
the rate of fatalities last year,
which stood at 2.2 deaths per
100,000 workers. The figure
stood at 2.9 in 2009.

Last year, 54 workers lost
their lives, down from 70 in
2009. Last year’s death rate
was the lowest since 2004 –
the year the Government be-
gan reporting the statistic.

Mr Gan added: “Each of
the 54 workplace fatalities last
year is a sombre reminder that
there is still much that needs
to be done.”

lingxin@sph.com.sg

BY ALEXIS CAI

LAW firm Rodyk & Davidson
was one of the first companies
to install a telephone when it
first arrived in Singapore in
1879. One of its partners, Mr
Charles Burton Buckley, also
owned Singapore’s first car, a
battered second-hand Mer-
cedes-Benz.

These are among the interest-
ing anecdotes found in Rodyk
150 Years, a book that not only
documents the ups and downs
of Singapore’s oldest law firm,
but also reflects on the changes
the nation has seen through the
years.

Rodyk & Davidson yesterday
launched the book in commemo-
ration of 150 years of legal prac-
tice here. The book launch, held
at Raffles Hotel, was graced by
Chief Justice Chan Sek Keong.

The book chronicles the legal
work the firm has undertaken in
relation to various historic
events, such as the inception of
the Oversea-Chinese Banking
Corporation in 1932, the Hotel
New World collapse in 1986 as
well as the SilkAir tragedy in
1997.

It was penned by The Straits
Times journalist Cheong
Suk-Wai and took over a year to
be completed.

The firm, which began as
Woods & Davidson in 1861 at
Raffles Place, has maintained its
presence there, dealing in litiga-
tion and arbitration. It was re-
named Rodyk & Davidson in
1878.

The beginning of the book
features Chief Justice Chan writ-
ing about how the firm’s lustre
began to fade in the 1980s

through a lack of leadership and
fresh legal talent amid dynamic
changes, while the later chap-
ters describes its rejuvenation af-
ter a merger with law firm
HelenYeo & Partners in 2002.

Mrs Helen Yeo led the firm
until the end of last year.

Managing partner Philip
Jeyaretnam, who took over the
reins on Jan 1, called the book
“both a good story and also a re-
al story”.

He said: “For the general
reader, it is interesting to see
Singapore through the lenses of
different historical characters.”

The firm also shares some his-
tory with the book’s publisher,
Straits Times Press. A founding
partner of the firm, Mr Robert
Carr Woods, was the first editor
of The Straits Times.

Rodyk 150 Years is available
in leading bookstores from to-
day.
czhimin@sph.com.sg

$11m more
to help SMEs
reduce
safety and
health risks

Book launched to mark
150 years of legal work
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NEW LOOK FOR SINGPOST
STAFF FROM FEB 1

FROM Feb 1, postmen, couriers
and retail staff of SingPost will
don new uniforms and outfits.
The new uniform, in pastel blue,
projects a more progressive and
modern look, reflecting the com-
pany’s transformation efforts,
said a statement yesterday.

The change is more
apparent for couriers and retail
staff, who currently wear red
and pink uniforms, respectively.

TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS
FOR SUNDAY’S DUATHLON

EAST Coast Park Service Road
(between Carpark E3 and Tanah
Merah Flyover) will be closed to
vehicular traffic on Sunday from
6am to 5pm due to the
Singapore Duathlon 2011.

Access to the roads will be
granted only to police and
emergency vehicles, said the
police yesterday. Parking
restrictions along the peripheral
roads will be strictly enforced.

CHANGI HANDLED RECORD
42M PASSENGER MOVEMENTS

SINGAPORE Changi Airport said
yesterday that it handled a
record of more than 42 million
passenger movements last year.

Monthly and daily traffic
records were also broken last
month. Passenger traffic for the
month was 4.06 million, up by 6
per cent from a year earlier.
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