
S INGAPOREANS were
generally more satisfied
with the quality of life

here and had greater confi-
dence in the country’s future
and economy last year than in
the year before.

However, many expressed
concerns over “bread-and-but-
ter issues”, such as the cost of
living and employment oppor-
tunities for older workers.

These were the findings of a
survey – commissioned last
year by the Government’s feed-
back unit, Reach – called the
Reach Perception Survey 2010.

The study examined the sat-
isfaction levels of Singaporeans
on various aspects of their lives
and with government policies.

A representative sample of
2,013 Singaporeans aged 16
and above were interviewed
face-to-face between October
and November last year. The
sample comprised 48.4 per
cent males and 51.6 per cent fe-
males, and reflected the ethnic
composition of Singapore.

The last perception survey
was conducted in 2009, and

Reach decided to conduct an-
other survey last year to see if
there was any significant shift
in sentiments on key issues
over the past year.

The findings showed that
more than 90 per cent of re-
spondents expressed great satis-
faction with their overall quali-
ty and standard of living. This
included factors such as their
relationship with family mem-
bers and friends, housing type
and quality of living environ-
ment.

They were also satisfied with
the standard of Singapore’s edu-
cation system and how the Gov-
ernment is promoting the fami-
ly, arts and culture, volunteer-
ism and charity.

Between 83 and 99 per cent
of the respondents were also
highly satisfied with the sense
of community and nationhood,
as were between 98 and 99 per
cent with security and foreign
relations.

Most indicators – such as
the levels of confidence in Sin-
gapore’s public administration
and satisfaction with the way

the country is run – showed sta-
tistically significant increases of
between 1 and 12 per cent last
year.

However, where “bread-and-
butter issues” were concerned,
about 34 per cent of Singapo-
reans were least satisfied when
it came to “keeping the cost of
living affordable”.

The majority in general, and
the needy in particular, also
showed lower levels of satisfac-
tion with regard to the afforda-
bility of housing.

The respondents were also
less happy on issues such as the
provision of job opportunities
for older and retrenched work-
ers, the Electronic Road Pric-
ing system and the provision of
affordable public transport.

‘Bread-and-butter issues’
a concern for many

BY CHRISTINA NG

MANY newspaper readers were
shocked to see a half-page obitu-
ary (above) splashed prominent-
ly on the pages of some news-
papers yesterday.

But on closer inspection, the
posthumous ode to a certain 17-
year-old named Nelson Lim
turned out to be the latest effort
by the Singapore Police Force,
Traffic Police and Singapore
Road Safety Council to curb

drink driving.
Grim words explaining how

Nelson’s life was “taken away
before his time by the folly of a
drunk driver” were followed by
a disclaimer revealing that the
“obituary” was, in fact, a public-
service announcement.

Chinese evening newspapers
Shin Min Daily News and Lian-
he Wanbao reported that Nel-
son Lim was the fictitious name
of an 18-year-old street artist en-
gaged by local ad agency Salt
Creatives. The agency had
sought permission from the
teen and his family to use his
photograph in the ads for a fee.

The reports added that a se-
quel is expected to run in print
today, this time showing the fu-
ture that a boy could have had if
he had not been killed by a
drink driver.
ncherhui@sph.com.sg

NO JOKE:
This
ad was
spotted
in some
news-
papers
yesterday.
(PHOTO:
TRAFFIC
POLICE,
SINGA-
PORE
ROAD
SAFETY
COUNCIL)

‘Obituary’
drives home
message on
drink driving

HELPDESK
Sample:抽样 chōu yàng

Standard of living:
生活水平 shēng huó shuǐ píng

Charity:慈善机构 cí shàn jī gòu

Provision:供应 gōng yìng
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