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Mr Wong emphasised that a solu-

tion was not just a matter of taking 

what works elsewhere and trying 

to apply it here — societal context 

mattered. 

What is also clear is that “society 

as a whole” has to have “a mindset 

change of how we see marriage and 

how we see children”.

“It’s not just the Government 

doing it alone, the individual must 

feel that he wants to get married,” 

he said. “We can only facilitate, can 

only help along, and be guided by the 

social trends.” 

So what if society one day in fu-

ture sees more Singaporeans having 

children outside of marriage — would 

the Government consider the Nordic 

model? “Well, when the day comes, we 

may just do this too. But ... the Govern-

ment doesn’t want to lead social trends 

in some of these value-loaded issues.”

Demographic specialists inter-

viewed by Weekend Today agreed 

that Singapore society for now was 

starkly different from Nordic socie-

ties, indicating measures that work 

there might not be applicable here.

“Where they (in Sweden) start 

from is a pro-individual approach — 

where individuals are supported in 

pursuing their aims and lifestyles — it 

didn’t start out as a policy to encour-

age child-bearing,” said analyst Yap 

Mui Teng, citing research published 

in 2005 by Germany’s Max Planck 

Institute for Demographic Research. 

As for births in those countries 

occurring outside marriages, Dr Yap, a 

senior research fellow at the Institute 

of Policy Studies, said that “although 

these parents may not officially get 

married, they are more or less in 

stable cohabitating relationships ... 

Sometimes they go on to marry after 

a child is born.” 

In the eyes of Singaporean women, how can 
society or the Government make it conducive 
for them to marry and have children? That’s 
the female perspective a group of women par-
liamentarians and activists hope to bring to the 
table, by providing feedback and suggestions 
to the Government.

The group, formed by Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s Office Lim Hwee Hua, is planning to 
hold a series of focus group discussions from 
next month through to June.

Kicking things off with be a session for  
stay-at-home mums on March 10. Other target 
groups lined up include unmarried working 
women, tertiary students, working mothers, 

those recently married and women with no chil-
dren.

Minister of State for Environment and 
Water Resources Amy Khor, who along with 
other MPs will help lead the discussions, said: 
“Being working mothers ourselves, we recog-
nise that different segments of society – be it 
home-makers, young adults or new parents – 
would have different needs and concerns. Our 
focus is to draw out their views more deeply, 
and have more in-depth insights on the chal-
lenges that they face in the areas of marriage, 
family formation and child care.”

The group will analyse the feedback and 
release its findings and recommendations. 

¢ Focus groups For women’s views on parenthood issues
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Our way, not the Nordic way: DPM Wong

It is “misguided” to think that the Government 
is taking the shortcut by importing migrant 
labour simply to “substitute Singaporeans”, 
said Deputy Prime Minister Wong Kan Seng. 

“That’s the last thing we want ... We don’t 
want Singaporeans to be the minority in our 
society. If we could, we would like to depend on 
our own people to replace themselves,” he said.

But with the fertility rate faltering, bring-
ing in foreigners is a measure to grow the 
economy for now.

Last year, in fact, the number of new per-
manent residents (PRs) dropped to 29,000, 
from nearly 60,000 the previous year. While the 
economic downturn was a factor, it was also a 

conscious move on the Government’s part to 
tighten the selection criteria, said Mr Wong. 

“While you want to admit a certain number 
as PRs so they can be here on a more perma-
nent basis, it cannot be such a large number 
that in bad times, they will still be with us ... 
we do subsidise them in some way.”

Mr Wong added: “It doesn’t make sense at 
all for people to think that the Government 
will bring in foreign labour for the purpose of 
keeping Singaporeans out, out-competing 
them, taking away their jobs and so on ... No 
reason why the Government should do this 
silly thing. You know that we are not a silly 
government.”

¢ making s’poreans a minority here is the last thing the government wants
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