
NEWS
8weekend today  February 12 - 13, 2011

Mediapolis takes first step 
towards becoming a reality
SINGAPORE — Mediapolis, Singapore’s dig-

ital media hub, made its first move from 

design to reality on Friday. A groundbreak-

ing ceremony was held for the first building 

in the hub.

The $60 million building, named Infinite 

Studios, is a 10-storey development that will 

host Singapore’s first two soundstages.

Minister for Information, Communica-

tions and the Arts Lui Tuck Yew officiated 

at the event.

With a gross floor area of more than 

24,000 sq m, the building will house a wide 

range of media-related services — such as 

broadcasters, service providers and digital 

media companies.

Media and entertainment company 

Infinite Frameworks will be one of the main 

tenants, occupying 30 per cent of the space.

And it will have state-of-the-art sound-

stages, boasting special effects capabilities 

such as the motion-capture technology 

used in Hollywood blockbusters such as 

Lord of the Rings and Avatar. By placing 

sensors on an actor’s face and body, every 

movement is captured and transferred onto 

an animated figure. 

Infinite Frameworks’ managing direc-

tor Mike Wiluan said: “Instead of building 

backdrops and sets, we’re actually looking 

at virtual sets. Filming environments where 

we’re pushing cameras through green screen 

technology and where the cameras and the 

green screen technology will speak to each 

other, so we’re creating virtual worlds.”

Media service provider Globecast 

Asia,is another tenant. 

It will build a satellite teleport, capable 

of receiving and sending content around 

the world. And Infinite Frameworks hopes 

to tap on this capability.

Mr Wiluan said: “This will be the first 

large-scale facility in Singapore. It’s like a 

film stage where we’re able to simultane-

ously film and broadcast ‘live’. So the ability 

for us to do international award shows will 

be there.”

The landlord, Ascendas, expects to 

achieve an occupancy rate of 70 per cent 

by next August.

The building will also offer lifestyle and 

F&B amenities. Joanne CHan

‘Larger role’ for the arts in S’pore
SINGAPORE — The country will be turn-

ing more towards the arts as the Republic 

moves towards becoming a vibrant global 

city, according to Minister for Information, 

Communications and the Arts Lui Tuck Yew.

“I think you will find that, going forward, 

the arts and culture will increasingly have to 

play a much larger role and, therefore, we also 

need to see how we can bring about more 

investments from different groups including 

those from the Government,” he said in a 

media briefing yesterday. 

The comments come at the heels of an 

interim report submitted recently by the Arts 

and Culture Strategic Review (ACSR) steering 

committee tasked with charting Singapore’s 

cultural development until 2025.

According to Mr Lui, the interim report, 

which was not released to the press, identi-

fied a number of main points. These include 

broader opportunities for audiences and 

arts practitioners, a wider definition of 

arts and culture, a more “de-centralised 

approach” to bringing arts to the people 

in terms of venues, the need to strengthen 

infrastructure and content creation and to 

raise and build “peaks of excellence”. 

Mr Lui cited the Singapore Symphony 

Orchestra and its recent successful European 

tour, as an example of the latter. “Today, we 

have a symphonic orchestra that has really 

come up over the years,” he said.

Mr Lui said he will reveal more details 

about the report during the Committee of 

Supply debates in Parliament. 

The ACSR steering committee, which 

was formed in September last year, is chaired 

by School of the Arts chairperson Lee Tzu 

Yang. It includes members from the private 

and public sector including MediaCorp chief 

executive Lucas Chow, National Arts Council 

and Esplanade chief executive Benson Puah 

and Arts Nominated Member of Parliament 

Audrey Wong.

The committee will be holding public 

consultations by the middle of this year and 

will submit its final report on the second 

half of the year. Mayo MartIn
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SINGAPORE — Minister Mentor Lee Kuan 

Yew has described last year as a splendid 

year, with the economy growing 14.7 per 

cent — thanks to several factors.  

Mr Lee said Singapore’s tourism sector 

received a boost from the two integrated 

resorts — Resorts World Sentosa and Ma-

rina Bay Sands — while the manufacturing 

sector grew some 30 per cent last year 

compared to 2009.

He added that the Trade and Indus-

try Ministry’s forecast of a 4 to 6 per cent 

growth for this year is not bad for a mature 

economy like Singapore’s.

Speaking at the annual Tanjong Pagar 

Chinese New Year celebration dinner,  

Mr Lee, who is MP for the GRC, emphasised 

that as long as Singaporeans stay united 

and everyone continues to be given equal 

opportunities, the country will do well.

“To keep this going at this stage we need 

several things. First, stability and confidence 

of investors. Stability means everybody is sat-

isfied and acts like a good reasonable citizen, 

he owns his own home, he has got a good 

job, his children are going to good schools, 

polytechnics, universities, ITE. 

“All races are given equal treatment, 

all use the English language, it’s a common 

platform, nobody gets an advantage and 

it is also the language which has enabled 

us to connect to the world and get invest-

ments in.

“Fair play enables harmony to be main-

tained. On that basis we will continue to do 

well for many more years and our children 

will grow up in one of the most safe, secure 

and prosperous countries in this part of the 

world, if not the whole world.”

Mr Lee said according to the Liveable 

Cities Index, Singapore is ranked amongst 

the top five and all Singaporeans have 

played their part in achieving this by work-

ing harmoniously with the Government.
The $60 million building, 

named Infinite Studios, is a 

10-storey development that 

will host Singapore’s first two 

soundstages.

MM Lee: Unity, equal opportunity 
key to S’pore’s continued success
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