
BY KENNY CHEE

G ETTING parents to un-
derstand and guide a con-
nected generation of kids

in navigating cyberspace is a
key focus of a new nationwide
“cyberwellness” campaign.

Launched by the Media De-
velopment Authority (MDA) yes-
terday, the campaign aims to ed-
ucate parents and kids on the is-
sue of cyberwellness.

Parents’ involvement could be
vital in helping kids avoid pro-
blems connected to the Internet
later in life, said social workers.

A survey of young people

aged 15 to 35 revealed yesterday
that many of them, nearly seven
in 10, have been on the receiv-
ing end of cyberbullying.

The survey by Singapore Poly-
technic students polled 800 peo-
ple last June.

Mr Winston Seah, a senior so-
cial worker at Crossroad Youth
Centre, a project by Care Cor-
ner, said that with parents’ guid-
ance, especially early on in life,
“kids will learn to avoid cyber-
bullying situations and be able
to cope better when it happens”.

This is where efforts like
MDA’s new three-month cam-
paign can help.

As part of the campaign, par-
ents can check out a cyberwell-
ness site at www.cyberwellness.
org.sg for resources to help
them manage gaming, cyberbul-
lying and other Internet issues
faced by their children.

Parents and teachers can al-
so exchange their experiences
on such issues via the portal’s on-
line forum, where cyberwellness
experts will be on hand to help.

Launching the campaign at
Anderson Primary School, Min-
ister for Information, Communi-
cations and the Arts Lui Tuck
Yew said the Government hopes
that “parents can encourage

their kids to tell them, without
fear of being blamed, about po-
tentially inappropriate behav-
iour that (they) may come
across online”.

Mr Lui said that children
tend to be at greater risk of on-
line predatory behaviour, not-
ing that even five-year-olds are
going online to socialise and en-
gage in various cyber activities.

Another prong of the cam-
paign is targeted at kids aged
seven to 12 years old. This in-
cludes a roving bus which will
travel to primary schools and
public venues. Cyberwellness
guides will be on board to teach
kids about good cyber habits.

Ms Anita Low-Lim, director
of Touch Cyber Wellness, noted
that kids face “very different” cy-
ber issues at different ages.

For example, she said lower-
primary-school children might
accidentally stumble upon un-
desirable content online, while
older kids might intentionally
seek out such content.
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in 2006 that it expected each IR
to contribute S$2.7 billion to
Singapore’s GDP by 2015.

Las Vegas Sands is also “very
anxious” to expand in India and
is planning a massive 15-billion-
euro (S$26-billion) strip-style
casino project in Spain, said Mr
Adelson. The strip could have
20,000 hotel rooms and mil-
lions of square feet of retail and
convention space.

The IR has inked over 1,155
Mice deals and is expected to
bring around 670,000 people to
the Sands Expo and Convention
Centre through next year.

Yesterday, Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong officially launched
the iconic ArtScience Museum,
which will be open to the public
from tomorrow. The ceremony

was attended by National Deve-
lopment Minister Mah Bow Tan
and Mr S. Iswaran, Senior Min-
ister of State for Education and
Trade and Industry.

The museum has 21 galleries,
and will feature a permanent ex-

hibition on its top floor, plus
three opening ones.

Visit www.marinabaysands.
com/ArtScienceMuseum/ for
more information.

A free 13-minute musical light
and water show called Wonder

Full also started yesterday.
For more on show timings,

visit www.marinabaysands.
com/wonderfull/

By March 10, it will run at
least twice every night.
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THEY made malicious remarks
about her and ostracised her.
But Rina (not her real name)
was tormented not only in
school.

The bullies went one step fur-
ther and posted slanderous com-
ments about the 17-year-old,
calling her nasty names on her
Facebook wall.

All this, with no apparent
provocation by Rina. In great
distress, she turned to a counsel-
lor last year.

“(Rina) felt very wronged.
She felt she didn’t deserve this
(treatment),” said Mr Winston
Seah, a senior social worker at

Crossroad Youth Centre, as he
recounted the teen’s story.

In a Singapore Polytechnic
survey on privacy and online se-
curity, it was found that young
people spend a lot of time on-
line, with 55 per cent of respond-
ents aged 15 to 35 visiting Face-
book and spending nearly four
hours on the social-networking
site daily.

But they are unsure what cy-
berbullying is. Two out of five re-
spondents did not think that a
password being stolen and used,
or being made fun of online, are
forms of cyberbullying.

The New York Times noted
in a recent report that cyberbul-

lying can be “more psychologi-
cally savage than schoolyard bul-
lying”.

Ms Jaslin Peh, 35, operations
manager of Coalition Against
Bullying for Children and
Youths, said that parents need
to be aware of the dangers that
young people face on the Inter-
net.

It’s a fine line between play-
ing gatekeeper and giving “due
respect to a child’s personal
space”, she added, but parents
should monitor their children’s
online activity to help shield
their kids from instances of cy-
berbullying.
LEI JIAHUI

Las Vegas
Sands:
India and
Spain next

Cyberbullying can affect kids badly

POLICE ARRESTS MAN IN
YUNG PING MURDER CASE

Police have arrested a 46-year-
old Chinese man yesterday, in
connection with the murder of
50-year-old Loh Nyuk Moi.

Ms Loh was found dead on
Wednesday in her unit in Yung
Ping Road. The suspect was
subsequently arrested at
Causeway Point yesterday, and
will be charged in court today.

BUY AND SELL VEHICLES VIA
NEW ONLINE MARKETPLACE

The Singapore Vehicle Traders
Association (SVTA) has launched
Cars.SVTA, a new all-in-one
online marketplace that serves
the requirements of motor
dealers and car buyers, with a
listings and inventory module.

Jointly developed by SVTA
and Singapore Press Holdings,
the Web portal went live late
last year and now lists over
5,000 used cars, together with
their specifications and prices,
at http://cars.svta.st701.com

BUS STOP CLOSURES IN
TOA PAYOH AND BISHAN

FIVE bus stops in Toa Payoh and
Bishan will be closed temporarily
to facilitate the parade of Chin-
gay floats through the Bishan-
Toa Payoh GRC on Sunday.

The affected bus stops are
located in Bishan Street 14, Toa
Payoh Central and Toa Payoh
Lorongs 2, 4 and 6. Six bus
services – 53, 56, 105, 153, 232
and 410G – will be affected.

HELPDESK
Cyberspace:
网络空间 wǎng luò kōng jiān

Resources:资源 zī yuán

Predatory:
压榨他人的 yā zhā tā rén de

Stumble upon:
无意中发现 wú yì zhōng fā xiàn

GRAND OPENING: (top) Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and ministers at the grand opening
ceremony of Marina Bay Sands with Las Vegas Sands officials. PM Lee (right) in the ArtScience
Museum (facade pictured above) which he launched yesterday. (PHOTOS: ONG WEE JIN)
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