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T HE Land Transport Au-
thority (LTA) will work
on improving Singapore’s

public-transport system on
three fronts to ease congestion,
Transport Minister Raymond
Lim said yesterday.

It will expand its rail capacity
aggressively, speed up bus travel
and make integration between
the rail network and bus ser-
vices more seamless, he said.

About 590 additional MRT
train trips per week will be add-
ed from Sunday.

In addition, 22 new trains
will progressively join the
North-South-East-West Line
when the Jurong East Modifica-
tion Project is completed in
May.

Stages four and five of the
Circle Line (CCL) will be com-
pleted and operational by Octo-
ber. LTA estimates that the
opening of 12 stations, from
Marymount to HarbourFront,
will enhance accessibility for an
estimated 200,000 residents
and 120,000 workers.

“When fully open, we expect

the CCL to help relieve crowd-
ing levels on critical stretches of
existing MRT lines by about 10
to 15 per cent,” said Mr Lim.

In addition, some 16 new
trains will be delivered for CCL
by 2015, to cater for future rider-
ship growth, he added.

Woodleigh Station, which
has been mothballed since the
North-East Line began opera-
tions in 2003, will finally open
its doors on June 20.

Damai Station, the last sta-
tion on the Punggol East LRT
Loop to open, will also start op-
erating on that day.

The average daily public-
transport ridership increased by
9 per cent to 5.37 million trips
last year, resulting in commut-
ers having to put up with in-
creasingly crowded trains and
buses.

Commuter satisfaction
dipped in the past year, accord-
ing to the latest Public Trans-
port Customer Satisfaction Sur-
vey. Out of some 3,100 respond-
ents surveyed last year, 92.2 per
cent were satisfied with the over-
all public-transport services,
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A RECOVERING economy
has helped chief executives of
big companies weather
crude’s surge past the US$100
(S$127) mark. However, the
pain would start to kick in at
US$110 a barrel.

As oil traded at 29-month
highs last week on concern
that violence in Libya would
further crimp Middle Eastern
supplies, CEOs said they were
waiting to see how much the
price rises, and for how long.

“Any time something like
oil goes up dramatically over-
night, it becomes very hard to
plan adequately,” said Mr Sam-
uel Allen, 57, chairman and
CEO of Deere & Co, the
world’s largest maker of agri-
cultural equipment.

“It has caused us to be more
careful or cautious in watching
the outlook, but we have still
moved forward with all our
plans.”

Corporate assumptions
would have to start changing
when oil reaches US$110 a
barrel, according to econo-
mists such as Mr Chris Low of
FTN Financial in New York.
Crude at that price would off-
set the benefit from a tax cut
approved by Congress last De-
cember, and begin to slow eco-
nomic growth, he said.

As manufacturers such as
Deere assess how prices may
affect business, consumer com-

panies are already adapting.
US airlines have enacted six
broad fare increases this year,
and General Motors (GM) is
tightening its stock of cars in
case buyers shun showrooms
as they did in 2008 when pet-
rol peaked at US$1.09 a litre
before the financial crisis.

“We worry about US$100 oil
all the time,” GM vice-chairman
Stephen Girsky said in an inter-
view. “We’re war gaming that
all the time. Part of the strate-
gy is to keep inventories low.”

Consumers’ response to
costlier petrol is pivotal be-
cause they account for about
70 per cent of the US econo-
my and feel oil- market disrup-
tions with every fill-up, econo-
mists said.

The duration of higher pric-
es will determine how consum-
ers react, said Mr Daniel
Yergin, chairman of IHS-Cam-
bridge Energy Research Asso-
ciates in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, and author of the
1991 oil-industry history The
Prize: The Epic Quest For Oil,
Money And Power.

“If it’s short term, then take
it in stride,” Mr Yergin said in
an interview. “If it’s longer
term, if it extends out weeks
or months, then it really be-
comes a very big question
mark for the economic recov-
ery.” A US$10-a-barrel in-
crease in crude would “reduce
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SINGAPOREAN Jan Tan
(left) posing for a photo
with Real Madrid star
footballer Cristiano
Ronaldo at the Spanish
club’s training facility last
month. He and another
Singaporean, Mr Bert Foo,
were the grand-prize
winners of the Service Your
Car contest by car-lubricant
firm Castrol, for whom
Ronaldo is an ambassador.
(PHOTO: CASTROL)

Say cheese
with Ronaldo
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