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Mano Sabnani

The Today newspaper has been giving 

fairly comprehensive and balanced cov-

erage of activities in the Opposition camp 

in the run-up to the General Election (GE) 

widely expected to be held in May.

The various parties have been scram-

bling to lay their claims to various Single 

Member Constituencies (SMCs) and Group 

Representation Constituencies (GRCs). 

Indications are that more parliamentary 

seats will be contested this time around, 

compared to the 2006 GE; there seem 

to be more parties now and more will-

ing candidates. It is even possible that a 

few SMCs or a GRC or two will see three-

cornered fights, if the Opposition parties 

cannot put the unity objective above in-

dividual preferences.

Be that as it may, the parties opposing 

opposition parties  
need more than unity

I SAY

the ruling People’s Action Party have to bear 

three important considerations in mind, if 

they are to make any real inroads among our 

younger, more sophisticated voters.

First: The quality of their candidates has 

to be of a suitably high level. Besides educa-

tion and career achievements, candidates for 

Parliament should be of good character and 

integrity, as far as ascertainable.

Parties that are focused on fielding large 

numbers of candidates run the risk of their 

entire slates being tarnished by one or two 

rotten apples, i.e. persons of questionable 

credibility. In a GRC team of four or five 

members, the weakest member can drag 

the whole team down.

Second: The political parties have to 

show that they not only have coherent 

policies, but that these are affordable and 

deliverable. The PAP’s policies are tried and 

tested, so the Opposition faces an uphill task 

to improve on what is already in place in 

respect of housing, education, healthcare, 

transport and job opportunities. 

Yes, there is inflation and prices of goods 

and services are rising across a broad front. 

But the blame for that cannot be put entirely 

on the present government as we import 

nearly everything tangible that is needed 

in our daily lives.

Third: The various party leaders have to 

show that they can attract and retain good 

talent. In this regard, the score card seems 

rather chequered. 

For example, after all these years, veter-

an Opposition party leader Chiam See Tong 

could only present his wife as a replacement 

for him in Potong Pasir, his long-held singe-

seat ward. As for the relatively new Reform 

Party set up by the late J B Jeyaretnam’s son, 

Mr Kenneth Jeyaretnam seems to be losing 

his key party members quicker than he can 

replace them.

The Workers Party seems to be doing 

somewhat better, while the National Solidar-

ity Party has won over a few Reform Party 

deserters. The Singapore Democratic Party 

has been rebuilding its ranks after its poor 

showing in the last GE. However, it remains 

to be seen if these last three parties can put 

up good candidates who will be acceptable 

to the majority of voters.

Parties that fail on any of the above pre-

requisites will lose out in the polls contest 

and be cast aside, almost forgotten for the 

next five years or so. Let’s hope they have 

learnt from past mistakes and put up a more 

credible showing this time around. After 

all, up to nine best losers have got seats 

reserved for them in the next Parliament as 

Non-Constituency MPs. ¢

Mano Sabnani is a veteran journalist  

and media adviser.

Leak in condo’s tank at fault
Letter from Chong Hou Chun
Director, Water Supply Network, PUB

PUB, THE national water agency, thanks 

Ms Sandra Jayandran for her letter “No water 

... and no word” (March 11).

On Thursday morning, PUB received a call 

from the Mimosa Park Condominium manage-

ment on a leak in their water service system.

PUB officers were onsite from 7.30am 

on Thursday. Our investigations showed that 

water supply from PUB’s water mains was in 

order. However, there was a leak in the low-

level tank of the water service system of Block 

61 Mimosa Park which is maintained by the 

condominium management. 

Water is supplied through this low level 

tank and hydro-pneumatic boosting system 

to 32 units in the eight-storey block. The leak 

disrupted water supply to the household 

units. Water from the leak had also damaged 

the electrical panels and hydro-pneumatic 

booster pumps.

PUB officers assisted the condominium 

management by providing temporary supply 

to the affected units through water bags and 

a tanker since 7.30am Thursday and, later in 

the same day, by connecting water supply 

from PUB’s water mains, which can reach up 

to the sixth storey. PUB also advised the condo 

management to open up taps on the ground 

floor for water collection. 

The condo management has issued a no-

tice to affected residents. We understand the 

management has also spoken to Ms Jayandran 

regarding the situation. PUB officers were 

still on site as of Friday to assist the condo 

management in their repairs so that full water 

supply can be restored as soon as possible.  

The PUB welcomes feedback from the pub-

lic and PUB can be reached on 1800-2846600.

Parties that are focused on 

fielding large numbers of can-

didates run the risk of their 

entire slates being tarnished 

by one or two rotten apples.


