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Radioactive substances detected in 4 vegetables imported from Japan
SINGAPORE — Samples from four vegeta-

bles imported from quake-hit Japan have 

been found to be contaminated with ra-

dioactive substances, said the Agri-Food 

& Veterinary Authority (AVA) last night. 

The four vegetables are mitsuba (Japanese 

wild parsley), nanohana (rapeseed plant), 

mizuna (Japanese mustard) and perilla leaf.

The contaminated samples were im-

ported from the prefectures of Tochigi 

and Ibaraki — which are near  the crippled 

Fukushima nuclear power plant — as well 

as Chiba and Ehime, which are outside the 

affected areas. All the affected shipments 

have been seized and will be disposed of in 

an appropriate manner, said AVA. 

To date, 161 samples of fresh produce 

such as seafood, fruits, vegetables and meat 

have been tested.

At a press conference last night, AVA 

chief executive Tan Poh Hong stressed that 

consumers did not need to be alarmed as the 

affected produce had not reached them. An 

adult would need to eat 3.5kg of these veg-

etables to receive a level of radiation similar 

to that from one X-ray, said AVA. 

“Similarly, an adult would need to con-

sume 184kg of these vegetables to receive 

an exposure level equivalent to the normal 

background radiation that a person will be 

exposed to in a year,” said the AVA.

According to the Ministry of Health, the 

short-term consumption of food at these 

detected levels of radioactive contamination 

does not pose a health hazard.

Still, the AVA is not taking any chances. 

It will expand the testing of food products 

from Japan to include high-risk processed 

food such as infant formula and fresh dairy 

products such as milk, yoghurt and cream. 

The AVA will extend its suspension on 

the import of all fruits and vegetables to 

include Chiba and Ehime with immediate ef-

fect. On Wednesday, it suspended the import 

of milk and milk products, fruits and vegeta-

bles, seafood and meat from four Japanese 

prefectures: Fukushima, Ibaraki, Tochigi and 

Gunma, in response to high radioactivity 

levels found in these products in Japan.

The testing of radioactivity levels is 

conducted by the Health Sciences Authority,  

according to international standards. 

The AVA will also require the authori-

ties in Japan to certify the origins of im-

ported food products to ensure that they 

come from non-affected regions. Once here, 

the authority will also conduct tests to 

ensure imported food produce is free from 

radioactive contaminants. 

The AVA assured the public that it will 

continue to monitor the situation closely 

and take precautionary action when neces-

sary. The public could also visit the Japan 

Earthquake microsite at www.gov.sg/japan-

quake for the updates and information. 
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The Opposition is “not that small-minded” — that 
was Opposition Member of Parliament Chiam See 
Tong’s response to Deputy Prime Minister Wong 
Kan Seng, who questioned on Wednesday whether 
the Opposition were motivated by party or personal 
interests in trying to capture a Group Representation 
Constituency (GRC).

Mr Chiam has made no secret of his plans to lead 
a team to contest in Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC — which 
would probably see him coming up against Mr Wong, 
who is the anchor minister in the constituency. 

Speaking to reporters at his Meet-the-People ses-
sion in Potong Pasir, Mr Chiam, 76, reiterated that the 
Opposition’s main aim of winning a GRC is to expand 
its presence in Parliament.

Said Mr Chiam: “If the Opposition captures a GRC, 
that will be a big psychological blow to the PAP. It’s no 
longer an impregnable fortress.”

On Mr Wong’s call for Opposition parties to unveil 
their candidates earlier so as not to shortchange 
voters, Mr Chiam reasoned that most Singaporeans 
already know the Opposition candidates, because 
“Opposition like to talk a lot, they inadvertently reveal 
the names of the candidates”.

On his GRC bid, the Singapore People’s Party chief 
revealed that the slate for his team is not finalised. He 
added that other Opposition parties are in the process 
of “helping us in getting the man”. But he declined to 
elaborate. 

Mr Chiam also echoed Workers’ Party chief Low 
Thia Khiang’s sentiments: He will not become a 
Non-Constituency MP — as it would be “going into 
Parliament by the back door”, said Mr Chiam. 

He added: “If somebody believes in democracy,  
he believes in representation of the people and  
not to represent the ruling party who puts you in 
there.”

With questions looming over his physical condition,  
Mr Chiam said he was confident that he will be fit 
enough. 

“Of course, I’m not 100-per-cent fit, there’s still 
remnants of the stroke which I suffered, but I can man-
age, I’m certain of that,” he said.

He added that he has a trainer who comes to his 
house once a week and he cycles for 30 minutes daily. 
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The east Coast grC team will see a reshuffle. from left are MP Jessica Tan, Minister of state lee yi shyan, Minister lim swee say, senior 
Minister s Jayakumar, Minister raymond lim, speaker of Parliament abdullah Tarmugi and MP Maliki osman. PhoTo by ooi boon Keong

Jayakumar, Tarmugi not 
contesting upcoming GE
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SINGAPORE — Yesterday marked the passing of the baton in 

East Coast GRC as two incumbent political heavyweights an-

nounced their retirement from politics at a press conference 

at the People’s Action Party’s (PAP) Siglap branch office.

Senior Minister S Jayakumar, 71, and Parliament Speak-

er Abdullah Tarmugi, 66, will be making way for Minister in 

Prime Minister’s Office Lim Swee Sway and Senior Parlia-

mentary Secretary (National Development) Maliki Osman. 

Mr Lim and Dr Maliki are moving over from Holland-

Bukit Timah GRC and Sembawang GRC respectively. 

Mr Abdullah’s retirement from politics has fuelled 

strong speculation that he might be fielded as a candidate 

for the post of Elected President. The Presidential Election 

must be held by August this year. But when asked yesterday 

whether he would be a presidential candidate, Mr Abdullah 

declined to answer. He would only say that his priority is 

to help the PAP team in East Coast GRC win the election. 

Professor Jayakumar, 71, who was first elected to 

Parliament in 1980, had held several portfolios including 

helming the labour, law and foreign affairs ministries at 

various points of his political career. 

Yesterday, Prof Jayakumar, who stepped down as 

Deputy Prime Minister in 2009 and was appointed Senior 

Minister, described his retirement as an emotional experi-

ence. He added that he has been discussing the decision 

with Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong for some time.

Noting the quality of the new PAP candidates, Prof 

Jayakumar said that he has been involved in the committee 

which interviewed these candidates.

“Because we have a good batch of candidates, the Prime 

Minister is now able to re-deploy” others to succeed Mr Ab-

dullah and himself in East Coast GRC, said Prof Jayakumar. 
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Noting the quality of the new PAP can-

didates, Prof Jayakumar said that he has 

been involved in the committee which 

interviewed these candidates. ‘Because we 

have a good batch of candidates, the Prime 

Minister is now able to re-deploy, others 

to succeed Mr Abdullah and himself in 

East Coast GRC, said Prof Jayakumar.


