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SINGAPORE — Senior Minister Goh 

Chok Tong on Friday tipped former 

top civil servant Heng Swee Keat as 

a potential Minister and core mem-

ber of Singapore’s fourth generation 

leadership, in the process confirming  

Mr Heng’s entry into politics.

Mr Heng, 49, stepped down on 

Friday as managing director of the 

Monetary Authority of Singapore and 

has been appointed a board member, 

Mr Goh wrote on the MParader Face-

book page.

Calling Mr Heng a “high flyer and 

sound central banker”, SM Goh added: 

“Glad he is prepared to take rough n 

tumble of politics.”

Until the Facebook post, Mr Heng 

has been seen as a likely People’s Ac-

tion Party (PAP) candidate this Gen-

eral Election. 

Together with his high-achieving 

counterparts in the public sector — 

namely former Energy Market Author-

ity chief executive Lawrence Wong, 

former army chief Major-General 

Chan Chun Sing, Brigadier-General 

Tan Chuan Jin and NTUC assistant 

secretary-general Ong Ye Kung — he 

is tipped to be among the next genera-

tion of leaders.

Their proven abilities and expo-

sure in the public sector make the five 

individuals “frontrunners”, said law 

lecturer Eugene Tan of the Singapore 

Management University. 

For instance, Mr Wong’s and  

Mr Ong’s previous experience as Prin-

cipal Private Secretary to Prime Min-

ister Lee Hsien Loong would certainly 

suggest Mr Lee would have had good 

opportunity to assess their abilities 

and temperaments for political life, 

he said.

While the PAP candidates from 

the private sector are “hard to gauge 

at this early stage”, Assistant Profes-

sor Tan said: “We shouldn’t be too 

quick to exclude anyone. The fact is, 

even among the frontrunners, some of 

them may find that politics may not 

be their cup of tea.” 

Agreeing, former Nominated 

Member of Parliament Zulkifli Ba-

harudin cautioned against putting  

too much pressure on some candi-

dates. 

“Because at the end of the day 

everyone, no matter how good they 

are, starts from the same starting 

block. They have to prove themselves 

and win the election and get support,” 

he said. 

Even with their outstanding 

records in the civil service, the can-

didates need the ability to mobilise  

and galvanise people if they want to 

be part of the core leadership, said  

Mr Zulkifli.

Asst Prof  Tan believes that  

Singapore’s fourth generation of 

leaders could include the 2006 batch 

of MPs. Current Ministers Gan Kim 

Yong (Manpower) and Lui Tuck Yew 

(Information, Communications and 

the Arts) are also similar in age to  

Mr Heng, he noted.

Among current MPs as well as the 

incoming batch, some may eventually 

“be asked to take up bigger responsi-

bilities”. neo CHai CHin  

Backing for youngest candidate
ViMita MoHandaS
vimita@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — Several Cabinet ministers have 

come out in support of the ruling People’s Ac-

tion Party’s (PAP) youngest candidate, Ms Tin 

Pei Ling (picture), who has become the subject 

of online criticism since she was unveiled as a 

candidate on Monday.

Health Minister Khaw Boon Wan said it is 

important for political parties to have a diver-

sified team to prepare for the next generation 

of leadership. This means fielding both young 

and older candidates.

While younger candidates like Ms Tin, 27, 

a business consultant, and 33-year-old lawyer 

Vikram Nair, will naturally be less experienced, 

their abilities should not just be based on 

their age. 

“I think it would be wrong of us to be 

ageists, either against old or young,” said  

Mr Khaw, speaking on the sidelines of an event 

on Friday. “Every age group ought to be repre-

sented, ... judge them based on what you think 

they can do for you and I believe Pei Ling and 

Vikram and some other new candidates who 

will be announced over the next few weeks 

can do those jobs extremely well.” 

As for the online attacks on the candidates, 

Mr Khaw believes Singaporeans are mature 

enough to tell the difference between truth 

and lies.

Information, Communications and the 

Arts Minister Lui Tuck Yew advised Ms Tin to 

“shut out the noise”, focus on the task at hand 

and prove herself.

Wishing her every success, he said: “She 

... is that rare flower that will bloom in the 

winter of adversity.”

Speaking to reporters on the sidelines an 

event at Pathlight School on Friday, Mr Lui 

said of Ms Tin: “We are encouraging her, but 

it is also a chance for her to prove her mettle. 

She has to stand up for what she believes is 

correct, is right.”

On Wednesday, Ms Tin set up a new public 

Facebook profile which has already attracted 

some 340 followers. Among the comments 

posted, many were supportive.

Ms Tin told MediaCorp that, before joining 

the party, she was aware that she would be 

under public scrutiny, but added that some of the 

comments by netizens were a bit unexpected, 

like the mention of a friend as her ex-boyfriend. 
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Quality of leadership question leads to lively debate on Channel NewsAsia television forum
teo Xuanwei
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SINGAPORE — Ahead of the General Election, 

the Government has said that the key to the 

Republic’s long-term future is the quality of 

leadership — an issue that saw a lively debate 

between the ruling party and Opposition dur-

ing the political forum to be aired on Channel 

NewsAsia on Saturday.

The discussion was sparked off by a com-

ment by People’s Action Party (PAP) MP Jospe-

hine Teo that voters should consider carefully 

who could best steer the Republic through 

tough times. “The question we need to ask is 

the quality of leadership. Who’s in charge? Who 

can help us through tough time?” 

Her remark prompted a quick rebuttal 

from one of the four opposition participants,  

Dr Vincent Wijeysingha, the assistant treasurer 

of the Singapore Democratic Party (SDP). 

Pointing to the Mas Selamat saga, he noted, 

“it is this particular Cabinet that saw the first 

escape from the Whitley Road Detention Centre 

… I think that says a lot about the quality of 

leadership that we’ve had ...”. 

Responding, Mrs Teo asked if this one inci-

dent should overshadow, “all the other achieve-

ments that have been accumulated over the 

many years of good quality leadership — the 

quality of life that we enjoy, the quality of edu-

cation that we have, the quality of healthcare?”

Referring to a UBS report published 

in 2009, Dr Wijeysingha countered that,  

“Singapore’s actual quality of living, relative to 

purchasing power, is as bad as Russia”. Finance 

Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam, another 

participant at the forum, however, pointed out 

that the UBS report had “many faults”.

He said: “There’s plain data that everyone 

RP’s new face wants ‘more 
security in employment’
SINGAPORE — As New York-based 

theatre director and Reform Party 

(RP) new face Alec Tok settled 

down for an interview with this 

reporter earlier this week, he re-

counted how, a couple of days 

ago, he had met a homeless man 

at Telok Blangah Way.

Apart from getting a pair of 

shoes for the man, Mr Tok also 

arranged to meet him at the hos-

pital to see a doctor on Thursday.

“If I can’t help him, how am 

I going to help 31,000 people?” 

said Mr Tok, 46, referring to the 

number of electors in Radin Mas 

where he is expected to contest.

Mr Tok, who has been mar-

ried for 17 years, noted that 

elsewhere in the world, the 

educated see it as their respon-

sibility to alleviate the plight 

of the poor. He has a Masters 

from Yale University’s School of 

Drama and runs a theatre com-

pany in New York. Effectively 

bilingual and fluent in Hokkien 

and Cantonese, he works with 

theatre schools in Shanghai and 

recently set up a company there. 

Since May last year, Mr Tok 

has been shuttling between New 

York, Shanghai and Singapore. 

He flies to Singapore every three 

weeks to do walkabouts here. 

Having been way from Sin-

gapore for 12 years, Mr Tok said 

he will move back to Singapore 

if elected — which 

would also see 

him rolling out his plans for 

Radin Mas, including install-

ing more public toilets for the 

elderly to better “enjoy street 

life and community life” and at-

tracting more young entrepre-

neurs to set up shops in the area. 

He also wants national policies 

that will give Singaporeans more 

security in their employment, 

retirement, and healthcare. 

Mr Tok said he joined RP in 

2009, after he was drawn to its 

ambition of becoming strong 

enough to form an alternative 

government. 

He believes that Singapore 

has succeeded in the “first 

phase” of its development but 

“I feel the values underpinning 

the way that this Government 

has been operating in the last 

20 years … are wrong,” he said.

Describing the ruling Peo-

ple’s Action Party’s (PAP) as 

“elitist”, Mr Tok took issue with 

how the PAP’s young candidates 

— who were unveiled in recent 

weeks — present themselves 

“humbly, but at the end of the 

day, they are going to be stand-

ing there defending the right of 

the elite to high salary in the 

name of meritocracy”.

Mr Tok’s relatively brief expe-

rience in politics has been event-

ful — not least because of the 

mass resignations from RP which 

made the news in February.

The episode “definitely” af-

fected him, he said. While being 

overseas probably helped him 

avoid the party’s “day-to-day 

frictions”, he chose to stay on 

because “it’s not right to leave 

at a moment of crisis”. 

Politics demands the ability 

to bring together factions, he 

said. “This is the arena we’re 

going into. It requires this kind 

of patience, no less than that.” 
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SINGAPORE — Leaders of various 

Opposition parties have declared 

that they have what it takes to run 

the country — even if there was a 

slim chance of that scenario un-

folding after the coming General 

Election — following comments 

by Workers’ Party (WP) chairman 

Sylvia Lim that her party was not 

ready to do so.

The perennial question of 

whether the Opposition is ready 

to form the government popped up 

again last month at a National Uni-

versity of Singapore (NUS) forum. 

At the forum, Ms Lim report-

edly added that she did not think 

that Opposition parties “were at a 

stage when they can form shadow 

Cabinets to take over from the Gov-

ernment now”. 

Weighing in on the matter,  

Singapore Democratic Party chief 

Chee Soon Juan said in response 

to Today’s queries that it was “not 

right for leaders of today’s Opposi-

tion parties to talk as if the (Peo-

ple’s Action Party (PAP) is of such 

high quality and that the Opposi-

tion ... are unable to take over the 

governance of Singapore”.

Dr Chee said: “Singaporeans, 

including those in the Opposition 

camp, must not fall into the mind-

set that the Opposition has trouble 

matching the PAP in terms of our 

candidates and our ideas.”

Concurring, National Solidarity 

Party secretary-general Goh Meng 

Seng noted that the Civil Service 

forms the backbone of the govern-

ment, and Ministers are there to 

“give the right direction”.

While no single Opposition 

party “has the ability to fill more 

than half of the seats at the mo-

ment”, collectively, the Opposition 

will be contesting in “at least 50 (to) 

70 seats”, Mr Goh noted. He said: 

“You must always be prepared ... 

in the event the PAP loses half of 

the seats and be prepared to have 

at least a coalition government — 

whether with the PAP or not, that’s 

another matter.”

Reform Party chief Kenneth 

Jeyaretnam, who was also present 

at the NUS forum, told Today that he 

was open to the idea of a coalition 

government. 

While the Opposition are “very 

unlikely to form a government in 

this election anyway”, he told Today 

that there was “no need for (the 

Opposition) to have any inferiority 

complex with regards to the PAP 

over policy”. 

Ms Lim did not respond to  

Today’s queries. But WP organising 

secretary Yaw Shin Leong reiter-

ated in a recent blog posting that 

Ms Lim’s comments must be seen 

in the context of just the coming 

election. 

Said Mr Yaw: “In 2007, dur-

ing WP’s 50th anniversary, WP 

secretary-general Low Thia Khi-

ang laid the strategic vision, which 

calls for WP to be ready, in a posi-

tion to mount an electoral bid for  

Singapore’s alternative government 

in 20 years ... the Workers’ Party 

has approximately 16 more years 

to get there.”

The WP’s measured stance on 

the issue found favour with aca-

demic Derek da Cunha, who noted 

that the “moderates and neutrals ... 

tend to favour politicians who are 

realistic and who do not engage in 

hype or hyperbole”.

Political analyst Gillian Koh of 

the Institute of Policy Studies noted 

that the Opposition parties have 

“different positions” on the matter. 

Said Dr Koh: “It would still be 

a very long way for this diversity 

of Opposition parties to come to-

gether to discuss and negotiate 

in what would be a very involved 

process of discussing the prospects 

of a coalition government.”

I think it would be wrong 

of us to be ageists, either 

against old or young. Every 

age group ought to be  

represented, ... judge them 

based on what you think 

they can do for you.

Health Minister khaw boon wan

Conflicting views in the 
Opposition on forming govt

In 2007, during WP’s 

50th anniversary, WP 

secretary-general 

Low Thia Khiang laid 

the strategic vision, 

which calls for WP to 

be ready, in a position 

to mount an electoral 

bid for Singapore’s 

alternative govern-

ment in 20 years ... 

the Workers’ Party 

has approximately 

16 more years to get 

there.

workers’ party organising  
secretary yaw Shin leong

It would still be a 

very long way for  

this diversity of  

Opposition parties to 

come together to  

discuss and negotiate 

in what would be a 

very involved proc-

ess of discussing the 

prospects of a coali-

tion government.

institute of policy Studies senior 
research fellow Gillian koh

looks at — the World Bank, the International 

Monetary Fund — that shows that median in-

come in Singapore, average incomes, adjusted 

for inflation, are much higher than anywhere 

else in Asia, apart from Japan. And by some 

measures, higher than Japan.”

Stressing that the PAP is “a party that cares 

for the average Singaporean and the lower 

income Singaporean”, Mr Tharman added: 

“Lower-end incomes and lower-end quality 

of life, if you take housing and neighbourhood 

amenities into consideration, are far higher 

than anywhere else in Asia.” 

“This is a Government that cares for ... 

those at the bottom — the individual hawker, 

the individual cleaner, the individual produc-

tion worker. That’s our brand of Government, 

that’s the way we’ll continue to run this place,” 

Mr Tharman said during the one-hour pro-

gramme.

On the quality of leadership, Workers’ 

Party (WP) assistant web-master Gerald Giam 

said the quality of the alternative leadership 

was “also important” to have “backups in case 

the ruling party fails”. Agreeing, Singapore 

People’s Party (SPP) second vice-chairwoman 

Lina Chiam concluded: “I think the present 

Government and leadership is good, but I feel 

that there should an alternative, like a two-

party system if we can do it … Of course, this 

is a tall order.”

The one-hour programme, “A Political Forum 

on Singapore’s Future”, will be broadcast  

unedited on Channel NewsAsia at 10pm on 

Saturday. Encore telecasts are scheduled for 

Sunday at 6pm and Monday at 1pm and 6pm. 

MediaCorp Channel 5 will also air the pro-

gramme on Monday at 10pm.
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This is a Government that  

cares for ... those at the bottom 

— the individual hawker,  

the individual cleaner, the  

individual production 

worker. That’s our brand of 

Government, that’s the way 

we’ll continue to run this place.

Mr tharman Shanmugaratnam,  
Finance Minister
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Calling Mr Heng Swee Keat (picture)  

a ‘high flyer and sound central 

banker’, Senior Minister Goh Chok 

Tong added: ‘Glad he is prepared to  

take rough n tumble of politics.’

Former MAS director tipped to be Minister


