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party calls for need to address job and public housing availability issues

SPP’s 6 key campaign issues
lin yanqin

yanqinl@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — Employers should pay a flat 

tax, instead of varying worker levies, when 

hiring foreigners. A moratorium should be 

imposed on permanent residents buying 

resale public housing. 

These were among the proposals un-

veiled yesterday by the Singapore People’s 

Party (SPP) as it elaborated on its six key 

campaign issues — public transport, influx 

of foreigners, cost of living, public housing, 

an ageing population and public account-

ability — for the General Election.

At a walkabout in Toa Payoh, SPP can-

didate Benjamin Pwee highlighted two 

issues: Public transport and the influx of 

foreigners.

A flat 17.5 per cent tax could be levied 

— in place of the present levies for foreign 

workers of different skill levels — on em-

ployers hiring foreigners, said Mr Pwee, who 

is part of the SPP team for the Bishan-Toa 

Payoh Group Representation Constituency.

This would level the playing field for 

Singaporeans, whose employers have to 

pay a 16-per-cent Central Provident Fund 

contribution on their behalf. The tax col-

lected could be used to subsidise skills 

upgrading for Singaporeans, he said. 

While the SPP recognised that foreign 

workers keep Singapore “economically 

viable”, there was a need to address the 

issues of job availability and wages for 

Singaporeans, he added. 

As other Opposition parties have done, 

the SPP touched on the hot topics of the 

availability of public housing and called 

for tighter controls, such as an immedi-

ate moratorium on the sale of Housing 

and Development Board resale flats to PRs 

until the supply and demand for these flats 

balance out. 

The SPP also suggested that the HDB 

should use sales data from the last 10 years 

to decide how many new flats to build 

each year. 

Meanwhile, the party suggested that 

public transport could be managed as a co-

operative, similar to NTUC FairPrice, where 

profits are channelled back to the public, 

with certain lines run by the private sector.

Unlike some other Opposition parties, 

though, which have spoken about nation-

alising public transport, the SPP wants to 

focus on “the question of accountability of 

how profits generated are being distributed 

and used”, said Mr Pwee. 

The SPP is now inviting the public to 

offer feedback on its website. Its “online di-

alogue”, which goes live today, will remain 

open till Polling Day, and give Singaporeans 

a voice in shaping and defining the SPP’s 

proposals, said Mr Pwee.

When asked if was too late in the game 

to collect public feedback, Mr Pwee said 

that with, other Opposition manifestos al-

ready out, the SPP wanted to look at “some 

battles that aren’t being fought, what are 

some areas ... we can invite the public to be 

a greater part of”.

“And that’s not something you want to 

start upfront,” he added.

opposition 
split on forming 
future Govt

‘Clear that even the PAP doesn’t speak with one voice’

SINGAPORE — With the progress made by 

the Opposition so far, Opposition veteran 

Chiam See Tong feels that Singapore could 

see a new Government in five or six years.

Speaking after a walkabout at Toa 

Payoh yesterday, Mr Chiam, who is leading 

a team from the Singapore People’s Party 

(SPP) to contest Bishan-Toa Payoh Group 

Representation Constituency (GRC), said 

the Opposition is prepared to be the alter-

native Government at the election after 

the May 7 poll, if that is what people want.

His comment came as Education Min-

ister and People’s Action Party (PAP) candi-

date for Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC, Mr Ng Eng 

Hen, warned of freak results — even causing 

a change in Government — if Singaporeans 

vote for the Opposition according to a report 

on The Straits Times Interactive yesterday.

Mr Chiam, who was speaking sepa-

rately on the challenge from the PAP on Op-

position readiness to form a Government, 

said: “Maybe for this round it’s too soon. 

The next round, the Opposition will prepare 

... and they will respond accordingly.”

However, others in the Opposition 

disagreed. Workers’ Party chief Low Thia 

Khiang said that his party was not ready to 

form the Government and Reform Party’s 

Kenneth Jeyaratnam calling the timeline 

“too optimistic”. 

During a PAP walkabout on the same 

day, Dr Ng had said the assumption that hav-

ing more opposition would further Singapo-

reans’ interest could lead to a “dangerous” 

outcome and noted that the present system 

already provides for alternative voices.

On whether Non-Constituency Mem-

bers of Parliament (NCMPs) provide suf-

ficient alternative voices in Parliament, 

Mr Chiam said: “An NCMP is only half an 

MP. What residents want is their full rep-

resentative to speak for them ... They want 

their voice to be heard.”

He said the SPP will offer the residents 

in Bishan Toa-Payoh GRC “a new voice”.

“For the past 20 years there were no 

elections at Bishan and now we have come 

down here to give the opportunity for the 

residents to vote for an alternative voice,” 

said Mr Chiam.

He added: “This is important for de-

mocracy to grow in Singapore.” lin yanqin

SINGAPORE — If the coalition government 

in power in the United Kingdom now works 

well for the country, an alliance between 

two Opposition parties in Singapore could 

work just as well, said Reform Party (RP) 

chief Kenneth Jeyaretnam.

Responding to Deputy Prime Minister 

Wong Kan Seng’s criticism of the Singapore 

People’s Party’s (SPP) move to loan three 

of its members to the RP to contest in the 

General Election (GE), Mr Jeyaretnam told 

MediaCorp that the coalition between the 

Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats in 

the UK showed that parties with different 

ideologies can work well together.

“It’s clear that even the PAP (People’s 

Action Party) itself doesn’t speak with one 

voice,” said Mr Jeyaretnam.

He cited the example of Prime Minis-

ter Lee Hsien Loong saying Singapore did 

not have enough talent for a two-party 

system, while Finance Minister Tharman  

Shanmugaratnam had said a strong Opposi-

tion was “good for the PAP and for Singapore”. 

Mr Tharman made that comment during a 

televised forum on Channel NewsAsia. 

On Friday, Mr Wong, who leads the PAP 

team in Bishan-Toa Payoh Group Repre-

sentation Constituency (GRC), had said all 

political parties must have specific goals 

and values, and asked what the borrow-

ing of members from other parties meant 

for voters.

Mr Jeyaretnam said what the SPP and 

RP share is the belief that all seats in Parlia-

ment should be contested.

He added that the two parties have 

been talking about a possible alliance.

SPP candidate Benjamin Pwee echoed 

the same sentiments at a separate event, 

saying the loan was a “fruition” of a long pe-

riod of collaboration between both parties.

As to whether a member switching 

parties so close to the polls would cause 

doubt among voters about a candidate’s 

stand, Mr Pwee, who is part of the SPP 

team contesting Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC, 

said that the SPP collaborates more closely 

with parties whose goals are more closely 

aligned to its own.

He added: “Those that we identify a lot 

more with ... would lead to opportunities 

to cooperate (with each other), like loaning 

candidates.” lin yanqin

The SPP is now inviting the public 

to offer feedback on its website. 

Its ‘online dialogue’, which goes 

live today, will remain open  

till Polling Day, and  

give Singaporeans a voice in  

shaping and defining the  

SPP’s proposals, said Mr Pwee.

From left: Mr Wilfred leung, Mr Benjamin pwee and Mr Mohamad Hamim aliyas from the Spp 
during a walkabout in toa payoh yesterday. pHoto By lin yanqin
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