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PM Lee lays down the rules
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SINGAPORE — It was the ruling party’s tra-

ditional code of conduct for its Members of 

Parliament to abide by. But in his rules of 

prudence letter issued yesterday — which 

spelt out the dos and don’ts for rookie and 

existing MPs to follow — Prime Minister Lee 

Hsien Loong (picture) had an additional mes-

sage to them: Be the bridge to the people.

The recent General Election (GE) saw the 

People’s Action Party (PAP) winning 60.1 per 

cent of the popular vote — its lowest since 

independence. In his letter, Mr Lee noted 

that the elections “have shown that voters 

have concerns which need to be addressed”.

Said Mr Lee: “The Government will 

have to significantly improve our outreach 

to voters, our approach to formulating poli-

cies and our policies themselves. As MPs, 

you play key roles in all these areas. You 

have to listen hard to voter concerns, help 

them to tackle pressing needs, reflect their 

worries and aspirations to the Government 

and persuade them to support policies 

which are in their own long term benefit.”

The PM reiterated that the country 

was in “a new phase of its political devel-

opment”. But while the PAP Government 

“has to operate and govern in a different 

way than before”, Mr Lee stressed that two 

things must not change: “First, we must 

always hold fast to the spirit of service to 

the people and work hard on their behalf. 

Second, we must never compromise the 

high standards of honesty and integrity, 

which have enabled the PAP to keep trust 

with the people all these decades.”

A copy of Mr Lee’s seven-page let-

ter was also issued to the media “so that 

the public knows the high standards we 

demand of our MPs” — in Mr Lee’s words. 

Mr Lee also reminded the MPs that the 

ruling party has held its position in suc-

cessive elections “because our integrity 

has never been in doubt and because we 

are sensitive to the views and attitudes of 

the people we represent”. 

The MPs were told to conduct them-

selves in a way that would not embarrass 

them or the party. 

Said Mr Lee: “Any slackening of stand-

ards, or show of arrogance or indifference 

by any MP will erode confidence in him and 

ultimately in the Party and Government.” 

The letter also touched on areas such as 

the acceptance of gifts and separating busi-

ness and politics. All the PAP MPs also have 

to declare their income to the PM by June 30.

The letter included one-and-a-half 

pages of advice on accepting director-

ships. Noting that MPs are often invited 

to serve on the boards of private and 

public-listed firms, Mr Lee urged MPs to 

familiarise themselves with the organisa-

tion before accepting any directorship 

offer and to conduct their business 

activities above board. He said he 

had asked for all MPs, espe-

cially the new MPs, to be given 

“ample opportunity and lati-

tude to speak” in Parliament. 

Mr Lee reiterated that 

the public “expects PAP MPs 

to express their views frankly, 

whether for or against Govern-

ment policies”. 

Said Mr Lee: “During debates, 

speak freely and with conviction. 

Press your points vigorously and 

not shy away from robust debate. 

Bring out grapevine talk for the 

Government to rebut but do not 

unwittingly lend credence to 

baseless gossip. Over time, 

the public will see that PAP backbenchers 

are as good as the Opposition MPs — if not 

better — at holding ministers to account 

and getting issues fully debated.”

First-term MP Zainal Sapari said he 

was struck by the Prime Minister’s re-

minder for the MPs to be mindful of the 

different types of people that they will 

come across. 

Said Mr Zainal: “Some will be altru-

istic, while others may have their own 

personal reasons for helping us. His advice 

to us was to be shrewd enough to be able 

to distinguish between these various kinds 

of people and assess their motives. When 

you are holding certain office, people will 

treat you differently for different reasons, 

as MPs we must make sure we are beyond 

the influence of gifts and favours.”

Some 74,000 civil servants will get 
a mid-year bonus in July of half 
a month’s salary plus S$250, the 
Public Service Division (PSD) has 
announced.

In a statement released yesterday, 
it said the Government had decided 
on an Annual Variable Component 
(AVC) of 0.5 months as the Singapore 
economy “continues to grow at a 
healthy pace”, expanding in the first 
three months by 8.3 per cent over the 
same period last year. 

The additional S$250 is in line with 
National Wages Council guidelines to 
help low-wage workers by paying a 
dollar quantum.

The mid-year bonus is comparable 
to that given out last year, which was 
half a month’s salary and a one-off 
payment of S$300 and comes after a 
two-month AVC in December, which 
made the total bonus last year the 
biggest since 1993.

National Trades Union Congress 
(NTUC) deputy secretary-general 
Heng Chee How said it was heart-
ening that “our strong proposal to 
include a dollar quantum to benefit 
low-wage employees was accepted”. 
The mid-year payment came after 
“close consultation and negotiations” 
between the PSD and representatives 
from the NTUC and its Civil Service 
unions.

The PSD said the Government 
would decide on this year’s year-end 
bonus for civil servants after taking 
into consideration Singapore’s eco-
nomic performance in the second half 
of the year.

Last week, the Trade and Industry 
Ministry upped its growth forecast 
of 4 to 6 per cent for the full year to 
between 5 and 7 per cent, even as it 
noted there were still downside risks 
such as sovereign debt concerns in 
Europe, political unrest in the Middle 
East and North Africa as well as the 
Japan nuclear situation.

The NTUC said yesterday it would 
work closely with its tripartite part-
ners to “further enhance workers’ 
capabilities and organisational pro-
ductivity and to ensure that workers 
benefit from such gains”.
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Mps also urged to 
listen hard to concerns, 
reflect people’s worries 
and aspirations


