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Don’t overburden teachers
Letter from Paulin Tay Straughan

I READ with concern the Ministry of Educa-

tion’s initiative to train teachers with skills 

for early intervention to address mental 

health issues among youths (“MOE looking 

to train teachers in youth mental health 

issues”, July 1). 

Given the demands that we currently 

place on our educators, I caution that we 

do not impose additional responsibilities 

on them. 

As students spend extended periods 

of their time in school, it is inevitable that 

we may end up expecting school teachers 

to watch over the holistic well-being of 

the student. 

However, we must remember that the 

core responsibility of a teacher is to impart 

knowledge. 

That in itself — the role of educator — is 

extremely demanding in our society which 

places high premium on formal education 

outcomes. 

As it now stands, teachers clock long 

hours. In addition to covering a challeng-

ing curriculum and preparing students 

to master sufficient content to ace the 

national examinations, teachers are also 

expected to helm Co-Curricular Activi-

ties (CCAs) and strive towards excellence 

in the respective CCAs. These, on top of 

managing discipline among a cohort of 

youth who are more likely to challenge 

traditional parameters. 

I believe it is prudent to raise teachers’ 

awareness on mental health issues and 

arm them with the basic ability to identify 

students in need, but their involvement 

should not go beyond referring these at-

risk students to counsellors who are trained 

to manage mental health issues. 

Mental wellness is an extremely com-

plex matter and even basic intervention 

requires extensive training. It is also a very 

time-intensive involvement and teachers 

are already working long hours. We should 

not extend their responsibilities beyond 

what is already a very demanding mandate.

As society becomes more complex, the 

mental wellbeing of youth is certainly worry-

ing. To arrest the rise in incidence of mental 

illness, we have to address the root causes 

that trigger the ailment. We also have to train 

more mental health professionals to manage 

meaningful interventions so that these youth 

are able to return to a state of normalcy.

cyclists, motorists must abide by road rules
Letter from DSP William Goh

Assistant Director, Media Relations (Covering)
Public Affairs Department

Singapore Police Force

WE refer to Mr Edward Goh’s letter 

“So, what are a cyclist’s rights” and 

Mr Chua Kim Choo’s letter “More 

pedestrian crossing chaos” (June 17).

Under the Road Traffic Rules, 

cyclists are prohibited from cycling 

on the footways except in Tampines 

Town, where riding on the footway 

was made legal on March 1, last 

year under the Road Traffic (Bi-

cycles) (Exemption) Order 2010. 

When travelling on the roads, cy-

clists, like all other road users, are 

required to abide by traffic rules 

and regulations.

For their own safety and that of 

other road users, cyclists are advised 

to alight from their bicycles and push 

them across pedestrian crossings 

instead of riding across them. 

Motorists on their part also 

play a significant role keeping our 

busy roads safe and should accord 

due care to cyclists. Motorists are 

required to stop before riding or driv-

ing across a zebra crossing. When ap-

proaching pedestrian crossings, they 

are required to slow down and keep a 

proper lookout for other road users. 

Our roads are only as safe as 

we make them. Every road user 

plays a part in making our roads 

and pedestrian crossings safe.

Don’t let expertise of elderly go to waste
Letter from Jeffrey Law Lee Beng

I READ Jolly Wee’s letter, “Elderly 

in menial jobs is not active ageing” 

(June 30) with mixed feelings.

To some older people, work-

ing as cleaners, pump attendants 

and food outlet helpers may seem 

lowly, but at least they are gainfully 

employed which they consider im-

portant to their dignity. If possible, 

they try not to depend on handouts.

However, I have known some 

retirees who have acquired much 

experience and talent over the 

years now working as taxi drivers 

and security guards. They are not 

really embracing active ageing but 

are being financially independent.

As these highly educated and 

knowledgeable people are an asset 

to the corporate world, it would 

be beneficial to tap their skills and 

expertise, and one good way is to 

set up social enterprises vying for 

consultancy, training and business 

projects at competitive rates.

If government agencies and 

social institutions are supportive 

of such self-help enterprises, the 

elderly will be kept healthy and 

productive beyond the usual retire-

ment age.

Role in students’ mental wellbeing shouldn’t go 
beyond referring those at risk to trained counsellors
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i refer to the letter “cabbies worried about 
cash-flow”(June 29). The writer said a cabby 
told him that fares collected through the 
Network for electronic Transfers (NeTs) and 
credit cards are paid to him only periodically. 

i disagree. i have driven a comfort 
Transportation taxi on a part-time basis, and 

the credit card and NeTs reimbursements 
were almost immediate if one goes to any 
of their refuelling stations to exchange the 
payment charge slips for cash. cabbies can 
also pay for their diesel fuel at these pumps 
with the charge slips, and have any balance 
refunded in cash.

Those drivers who prefer cash fares 

might be in arrears with their rental pay-
ments and those arrears might be deducted 
from any card payments that they collect. 

if i were a cabbie on the night shift, i 
would prefer card payments so as not to 
lose the earnings of an entire shift should a 
robber strike.
LETTER FROM RAYMuND KOH JOO GuAN

¢ NOT TRuE ALL CABBIES PREFER CASH
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So, what are a cyclist’s rights?
Letter from Edward Goh

THE letters from Kwee Chong Yeo and 

Edwin James Fawcett on June 6 relate 

incidents between cyclists and pedes-

trians/joggers. It seems that, in each in-

cident, both parties reckoned they had 

the right of way.

Let me share an incident involving a 

cyclist and myself as a motorist, on the 

morning of June 10.

I was driving along Yishun Ave 7 and 

approached a slip road that turned left 

into Sembawang Road. 

I noticed a cyclist to my right cross-

ing the traffic light junction on Yishun 

Ave 7, and I thought that he would stop 

when he reached the zebra crossing at 

the slip road.

So I drove on — but then suddenly 

realised that the cyclist had sped up and 

was going to zip across the zebra cross-

ing. I had to step on the brakes.

I wound down my window and 

said to the cyclist that he should have 

stopped. To my surprise, he said that I 

should have done so.

I realised that this cyclist thought he 

had the right to use a pedestrian crossing, 

despite the fact that he is not a “pedes-

trian” and was certainly going at faster 

than walking speed.

Should I fault him, or has there been 

no clear indication for cyclists from the 

Land Transport Authority? I would ap-

preciate it if the LTA clarifies what are 

the rights of cyclists, be it on footpaths, 

jogging tracks, the road or at pedestrian 

crossings. I am sure it would help save 

lives or at least prevent injuries.

Spike in fees excessive? 
Letter from Leow Zi Xiang

I AM writing to highlight the spike in fees 

for the upcoming Preparatory Course to 

Part B of the Singapore Bar Examinations, 

which is administered by the Singapore 

Institute of Legal Education (SILE) for law 

degree-holders seeking to be called to the 

Singapore Bar. 

Last year, the fees totalled about 

S$4,500 for Singaporeans but this year, 

they have ballooned by over 40 per cent 

to more than S$6,500. 

I understand that there is a modified syl-

labus this year, but even then, surely the in-

crease is excessive. Fresh graduates no longer 

enjoy the benefit of student loans and have 

yet to earn a salary. For some it is a struggle 

to come up with the necessary funds. 

The SILE is a statutory body performing 

a public function and should not be seek-

ing to profit from the exercise of its duties. 

Have the costs of administering the course 

really increased by so much?

More pedestrian crossing chaos
Letter from Chua Kim Choo

I OFTEN see cyclists competing for space 

with pedestrians a the junction outside 

Khatib MRT Station. 

The cyclists assume they have the 

right of way and speed across the junc-

tion.

The other evening, I saw a few riders 

on motorised bicycles speeding past the 

pedestrians, almost knocking down a few 

as they zig-zagged among the pedestri-

ans crossing at the junction. 

Whenever the pedestrians did not 

give way, the cyclists would give them a 

nasty look. I hope the relevant authority 

takes a firm stand on this before serious 

accidents occur.

I wound down my window and 

said to the cyclist that he should 

have stopped. To my surprise, he 

said that I should have done so.
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