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At sea over marine life? RWS programme to let pupils get their feet wet
SINGAPORE — The Sea Research 

Foundation, a United States-based 

non-profit organisation, is collabo-

rating with Resorts World Sentosa 

(RWS) to jointly develop a marine 

environmental curriculum for stu-

dents in South-east Asia.

As part of the three-year agree-

ment, the foundation will work 

with RWS’ new Marine Life Park 

to bring The JASON Project, a mul-

timedia science programme devel-

oped by the National Geographic 

Society, to the region.

When contacted, a Marine Life 

Park (MLP) spokesperson told Today: 

“(The park’s) education programme 

is currently being developed in  

partnership with Sea Research Foun-

dation. At the initial phase, Mystic 

Aquarium will be sending its staff 

to Singapore to assist the Marine 

Life Park in the development of vari-

ous education programmes. More 

details will be shared in due course.”

The MLP will become the ex-

clusive manager for The JASON 

Project in South-east Asia, and 

the foundation’s Mystic Aquar-

ium, known for its marine ani-

mal research and husbandry, 

will develop a comprehensive 

pre-school to tertiary school 

programme at the MLP.

In a press release, Sea 

Research Foundation chief 

executive Stephen Coan said: 

“We share a deep commit-

ment to engaging young peo-

ple and learners of all ages 

in the importance of marine 

conservation and the funda-

mentals of science as a means 

for understanding the ocean  

environment.”

RWS president and chief 

executive Tan Hee Teck added: 

“Our collaboration with Mystic 

Aquarium and The JASON Project 

... will put us in the forefront of 

science, conservation and educa-

tion programmes dedicated to 

our oceans and marine life. These 

programmes will undoubtedly 

yield important resources for the 

students of Singapore and other 

South-east Asian nations.”

Programmes will include 

“travelling teacher experi-

ences” that will take place in 

schools, and interpretative and 

hands-on learning experiences. 
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SINGAPORE — Only five years 

ago, about 2,000 children 

began their life in primary 

school without getting a taste 

of pre-school education. This 

year, the number is down to 

about 440, thanks to outreach 

efforts by community partners, 

including social workers and 

self-help groups.

Since 2009, social workers 

from the Singapore Children’s 

Society (SCS) have been going 

door-to-door to persuade fami-

lies to send their children to 

kindergarten, with some vis-

iting the same families up to 

eight times.

Self-help groups such as 

Yayasan MENDAKI also piloted 

an educational programme on 

Saturdays to accommodate the 

schedules of working parents.

The result: The number of 

children entering Primary 1 

with pre-school education has 

risen to 98.9 per cent this year, 

compared to 95 per cent in 

2006, according to Ministry of 

Education (MOE) figures.

But getting five- and six-

year-olds into kindergarten 

is not always an easy task as 

families face more than just 

financial constraints, several 

social workers told Today.

The reasons range from lo-

gistical ones, such as the near-

est kindergarten not offering 

the mother tongue language of 

choice, to the need for parents 

to take care of other younger 

siblings, said Ms Sue Cheng 

from the SCS.

“If it is just financial issues, 

there are many help schemes 

available but there are also 

other issues,” said the SCS di-

rector (research and outreach 

centre).

Fo r  s e l f - h e l p  g ro u p 

MENDAKI, besides persistent 

home visits, it also offers incen-

tives, such as transport reim-

bursement and NTUC vouchers, 

by pegging them to the child’s 

attendance in pre-school.

Instead of getting parents 

to commit to all five days of 

pre-school, MENDAKI also pi-

loted a bite-sized initiative by 

offering indoor lessons, such as 

speech and drama and outdoor 

visits to museums, every Satur-

day over eight weeks.

For children who have 

been identified as not hav-

ing any pre-school education 

during the Pri 1 registration 

process, an MOE spokesperson 

said there will be bridging pro-

grammes by self-help groups to 

help these children. The pro-

grammes will provide them 

with basic literacy, numeracy 

and social skills.

Pre-school operator NTUC 

My First Campus also helps 

those who enter pre-school late 

through tools such as songs and 

storytelling sessions.

But even with all the 

outreach efforts and vari-

ous help programmes, there 

will still be children who will 

enter Pri 1 without going to  

pre-school.

Said Ms Cheng: “There is 

already a lot of work on the 

ground which has to and will 

continue but, in the end, par-

ents are the ones who have to 

be motivated to send their kids 

to pre-school.”


