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Presidential Election will 
include TV, online campaigning

TEO XuaNWEI aNd TaN WEIzHEN
xuanwei@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — Candidates for the impend-

ing Presidential Election can campaign 

by way of television broadcasts, rallies, 

banners and posters, and for the first 

time, the Internet and new media, the 

Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) said in a 

statement issued yesterday.

Of these, television will be a “major 

medium”, it added, because of its wide 

reach at the national level.

To that end, each candidate will be 

given two 10-minute blocks of air time to 

address the electorate, while MediaCorp 

will produce and broadcast a television 

profile on each of them, as well as hold 

a joint television interview with all the 

candidates for voters to “directly compare 

the candidates’ suitability for the office”, 

the PMO said.

When contacted, former Deputy 

Prime Minister Tony Tan — who is one 

of the presidential hopefuls — said he 

welcomed the clarity on the guidelines 

issued by the PMO. 

He added: “My campaign team and 

I look forward to working creatively and 

appropriately within the guidelines is-

sued. Our goal for the campaign remains 

unchanged — to reach out to all Singapo-

reans so that I may share their concerns 

and aspirations. That is why I seek to be 

of service to the nation again.”

However, fellow presidential hope-

ful Tan Kin Lian told MediaCorp that he 

would have “preferred the guidelines to 

be issued at least six months earlier”. 

The ex-NTUC Income CEO said: “Earlier 

publication would have allowed all citi-

zens to give comments freely, regardless 

of who might appear as candidates later.”

He added: “As it is issued now, after 

the candidates and their platforms are 

known, it gives rise to concerns about 

fair play, especially where the rules on 

campaigning now differ from the recently 

held General Election.”

In its statement, the PMO said the 

“form of a Presidential Election (PE) cam-

paign should differ fundamentally from 

that of a General Election (GE) campaign 

given the different roles that the elected 

President and the elected government 

perform” — a point that Dr Tony Tan said 

he concurred with. 

Unlike in the GE, candidates can only 

hold one rally. Also, “all election workers 

must be individually authorised in writ-

ing by the candidate or his election agent 

from nomination day onwards”, PMO said.

It added that individuals who are 

non-citizens are “prohibited from con-

ducting election activity and cannot be 

authorised”.

Said Mr Tan Kin Lian: “It is difficult 

to reach out to the population of several 

million voters with just one election rally. 

With such limited outreach opportunities, 

the Singapore mainstream media would 

have a huge amount of influence on the 

Presidential Elections.”

He added: “The change in rules on 

the category of people who are allowed 

to conduct election activities at this late 

hour is also quite unfair to a candidate 

with limited resources.” 

The third presidential hopeful, former 

Ayer Rajah MP Tan Cheng Bock, said he 

will study the guidelines and issue a state-

ment today. 
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Most political analysts MediaCorp spoke 

to said that the most critical in the tus-

sle for votes during the campaign period 

could be the joint television interview, 

as it is “the first time Singaporeans will 

be able to see candidates spar with each 

other”, said Singapore Management Uni-

versity assistant professor Eugene Tan.

National University of Singapore po-

litical science don Reuben Wong added: 

“One important point is if the televised 

interview will be ‘live’. If it is ‘live’, it will 

really show up the quality of the candi-

dates, their thinking and response. It will 

be very telling.”

Asst Prof Tan noted that voters would 

place considerable weight on each can-

didate’s performance in that interview 

because of the ceremonial and represen-

tational roles of the elected head of state.

“The President is essentially the No 1 

ambassador of Singapore and voters will 

consider who can be a better representa-

tive for the country,” he said.

With the candidates’ various televi-

sion appearances likely to be circulated 

online, Dr Kenneth Paul Tan, associate 

professor at the Lee Kuan Yew School of 

Public Policy, noted: “If one does badly 

on TV, the effects will overflow to the 

Internet.

Television
•  Each candidate will have two 10-minute 

blocks of air time to make his 
statements.

•  First presidential candidate broadcast 
will be televised the day after 
Nomination Day; while the second will 
be televised on the eve of Polling Day.

•  The broadcasts will be repeated in the 
four official languages.

•  MediaCorp will produce and broadcast a 
profile on each candidate, and broadcast 
a joint interview with all candidates.

Online 
•  An exemption to the Films Act will be 

granted to allow any individual to exhibit 
and distribute live recordings of lawful 
election activities, so long as the film 
does not distort or dramatise the activity, 
and the film is not materially altered

•  Internet content providers may be 
required to register their website/weblog 
with the Media Development Authority 
if the site is deemed to be “providing 
any programme, for the propagation, 
promotion or discussion of political or 
religious issues relating to Singapore”.

rallies
•  Each candidate will be allowed to hold 

one rally at designated locations.

civic organisations
•  Civic, business and professional bodies 

may endorse certain candidates, and 
publish advertisements or issue press 
statements expressing their support 
for a candidate. But they cannot carry 
out activities to promote or procure a 
candidate’s election or defeat.

political parties 
•  Political parties should not be directly 

involved in campaigning using their 
party names and symbols in support of a 
candidate.
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•  The date of nomination will follow 
between five days and one month after 
the Writ of Election is issued by the 
Prime Minister.

•  The date of the polls will come not earlier 
than the 10th day, and not later than the 
56th day, after the notice of contested 
elections is issued.

•  Candidates can start campaigning after 
this notice is published, and permitted 
platforms include house visits, pamphlet 
distribution, posters and banners, 
Internet advertising and rallies. 

•  However, as with the recent General 
Election, there will be a Cooling Off Day 
— a first for the Presidential Election.
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