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Disagreeing does not mean that 
one is confrontational: Tan Jee Say
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SINGAPORE — An annual statement from 

the President will help keep Singaporeans 

informed about what he is doing, said presi-

dential candidate Tan Cheng Bock yesterday.

Elaborating on a proposal he had made 

during his first Presidential Candidate 

Broadcast on Thursday night, Dr Tan, 71, 

said: “It’s a way I can connect with the 

ground ... (sharing) my ideas, the things 

we should do.”

It will also pave the way for the Presi-

dency to evolve into a more “stabilised” 

institution, as there is currently still a lot of 

confusion over what a President can or can-

not do, Dr Tan said at a press briefing near his 

campaign headquarters in Commonwealth.

Dr Tan said the annual statement could 

include the health of Singapore’s reserves, 

without revealing state secrets; the Presi-

dent’s decisions over key appointments 

made in the Government; and also the 

social causes he is promoting.

The former People’s Action Party (PAP) 

Member of Parliament spent the earlier 

part of the day going on walkabouts around 

Woodland MRT, Lot 1 shopping mall at 

Choa Chu Kang, and Yew Tee MRT. In the 

evening, he took part in a breaking of fast 

event in Marine Parade.

Meanwhile, two members of the op-

position Singapore People’s Party (SPP) 

— Mr Benjamin Pwee and Mr Jimmy Lee — 

said they will be volunteering for Dr Tan’s 

campaign in their personal capacity.

Mr Pwee, whose father Robert, a former 

PAP grassroots leader, was a classmate of 

Dr Tan’s, said he regarded the candidate as  

an “honest and upright man of integrity 

and heart” and could “speak up privately 

and publicly for what he believes is right 

for Singapore”. 

Mr Lee, who is on the SPP’s central 

executive council, said Dr Tan’s past per-

formance as an MP demonstrated that he 

is able to serve as an alternative voice for 

the people of Singapore.

Both stressed their involvement was 

unrelated to their party affiliation.
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SINGAPORE — Presidential candidate Tan 

Jee Say’s combative stance — since he an-

nounced his intention to run for the of-

fice — led a member of the Hainan Tan 

Clan Association to question him yester-

day whether someone who has had no 

links with the ruling party would “create 

trouble” for the Government and “put the 

economy in trouble”.

Mr Tan, who was having a dialogue with 

about 100 members of the association, re-

plied that he “did not think so” and pointed 

out that the President’s veto powers were 

limited — and a gridlock would be unlikely. 

Speaking to Today later, Mr Tan — who 

has received a police permit to hold a night-

time rally next Tuesday at Toa Payoh Sta-

dium — reiterated that the daily manage-

ment of the economy is in the hands of the 

Government, not the President. 

He said: “If the Government can con-

vince the President that what they are 

doing is right, I don’t see why the President 

should be so difficult.”

Mr Tan also reiterated that people 

“should not be afraid of speaking up”. 

“Disagreeing doesn’t mean that one is con-

frontational,” he said. 

Speaking to reporters after the dia-

logue, Mr Tan again clarified his suggestion 

to dismantle Temasek Holdings: He is not 

advocating that subsidiaries of Temasek 

Holdings be closed down, instead he meant 

that the shares of Government-linked com-

panies should be transferred into the hands 

of individuals. 

Furthermore, many of the key positions 

in these companies are appointed by the 

Government, when there was “no shortage 

of talent” in the private sector to fulfil these 

roles, he added. 

Adding that there are Singaporeans 

who are “unhappy because of economic 

reasons”. Mr Tan also said he felt compelled 

to “engage in a new economic consensus 

that would put happiness at the heart” of 

Government policies.

He added: “If you want a unifying role 

... I think you don’t need an Elected Presi-

dent to do that, you can do that through 

an appointed President.” Apart from the 

dialogue, Mr Tan also held walkabouts yes-

terday at Arab Street and Toa Payoh.

(An annual statement 

from the President is)  

a way I can connect  

with the ground ... 

(sharing) my ideas, the 

things we should do.

Presidential candidate tan Cheng Bock

Tan Cheng Bock wants annual 
statement from President

If the Government can 

convince the President that 

what they are doing is right, 

I don’t see why the President 

should be so difficult.

Presidential candidate tan Jee Say


