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Bilingualism is possible, says Lee Kuan Yew
eVeLyN CHoo
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SINGAPORE — Former Minister Mentor Lee 

Kuan Yew said he is convinced bilingualism 

is possible in Singapore, with English as a 

master language, and it would be a bonus if 

Singaporeans could have a third language.  

“It’s best (for the Chinese) to have Malay 

as a third language. If you can understand 

it and speak it, you will be up to date with 

happenings from Malaysia and Indonesia. 

It is a plus point,” said Mr Lee in Mandarin, 

at the launch of the Mandarin edition of 

his latest book, Lee Kuan Yew: Hard Truths 

to Keep Singapore Going, yesterday. 

Noting that the use of English has pro-

pelled Singapore’s position in the world, 

while Mandarin has enabled Singaporeans 

to take advantage of a rising China, Mr Lee 

felt that children should be exposed to 

two languages at an early stage to make 

bilingualism achievable. 

“My Chinese, I had no total immersion. 

So it was a constant struggle to overcome 

one difficulty after another, so that in the 

end I’m able to speak without much effort,” 

he said. “I think if we arrange our education 

system, especially in kindergarten and pre-

school in such a way that our children are 

exposed to two languages straightaway, we 

will make bilingualism a reality and easily 

achieved by all.”

Mr Lee, who also turned 88 yesterday, 

was serenaded by guests at the launch 

with Happy Birthday in both English and 

Mandarin. 

The Mandarin edition of Mr Lee’s book 

comes nine months after the first edition 

in English was released. Published by Sin-

gapore Press Holdings, it is based on 16 

interviews with Mr Lee. 

It caused a controversy earlier this year, 

when some of Mr Lee’s remarks in the 

book on Malay-Muslims in Singapore being 

“distinct and separate” drew protest from 

Malay-Muslim groups. 

Mr Lee later issued a statement saying 

that he “stands corrected”, and noted that 

the interviews had been done two to three 

years ago. 

The comments have not been removed 

from the Mandarin edition, but Mr Lee’s full 

statement is appended in the book. 

The Straits Times editor 
Han Fook Kwang (left) and 
SpH acting chairman Cham 
tao Soon leading guests as 
they sing Happy Birthday to 
mr Lee Kuan yew before he 
cut his birthday cake.  
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There was also weakness in the typi-

cally volatile pharmaceuticals sector, which 

dropped 7.1 per cent. Unless drug exports 

provide a massive lift in the rest of the 

year, Mr Song expected NODX to return to 

negative territory in September.

Barclays Capital economist Leong Wai 

Ho said the economy would likely nar-

rowly avoid a technical recession in Q3, 

and remains on track to grow 5.5 per cent 

this year.

Still, he is revising his GDP growth pro-

jections for next year down to 4 per cent 

from 4.5 per cent, on the back of a recent 

downward revision in its US and Europe 

growth assumptions. “We think the balance 

of risks has tilted towards lower growth, 

from higher inflation,” he said.

Noting that senior policy-makers have 

been more “explicit” about their growth 

concerns in recent weeks, Mr Leong be-

lieved the Monetary Authority of Singapore 

would weaken the slope of the Singapore 

dollar policy band to 1 per cent next month, 

down from 3.5 per cent.

Mr Leong expected the Singapore dol-

lar to move lower to US$1 to S$1.19 in six 

months, and US$1 to S$1.18 in 12 months, 

on broad US dollar weakness. He added: 

“We do not expect a narrowing of the policy 

band due to financial market volatility and 

fluctuations in euro/US dollar.”
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