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Students ‘keen to volunteer’
SINGAPORE — A survey by the National 

Volunteer and Philanthropy Centre (NVPC) 

has found that while students were enthu-

siastic about volunteering, adults were not 

so keen as their priorities have changed.

Nearly half of those in the school-going 

age of between 15 and 19 volunteered in the 

past year but the figure dropped to 23 per 

cent among those in the 20-to-24 age group 

and 16 per cent in the 25-to-29 age group.

The NVPC’s Individual Giving Survey 

2010 polled 1,815 respondents aged 15 and 

above. It did not include those who did 

compulsory community work under the 

community involvement programme (CIP), 

except where they had voluntarily served 

more hours than they had to. The survey 

found that four in five participants of com-

munity work in school said they were satis-

fied or very satisfied with the experience.

Mr Laurence Lien, NVPC’s chief ex-

ecutive officer, saw CIP as “a gateway to 

volunteerism” as it connected students to 

social concerns and the exposure was likely 

to spark continued volunteerism.

But he believed more can be done to 

make CIP “more impactful” and NVPC’s 

volunteer arm, SG Cares, is working on a 

pilot project with schools to introduce an 

“Asset-Based Community Development 

model” — an approach to informal volun-

teering that focuses on assets in the com-

munity, rather than needs.

Confirming a trend noted in an earlier 

survey in 2008, the NVPC said those earn-

ing below S$1,000 monthly continued to 

donate a higher percentage of their income 

compared to other income groups. But 

those with personal incomes of S$4,000 

and above registered the highest percent-

age of an intention to donate online.

CHaNNeL NeWSaSIa

¢ maH StepS doWN aS CHaIrmaN of SLf
Mr Mah Bow Tan is stepping down as chairman of the 
Singapore Labour Foundation (SLF) board today, after 
serving for almost 10 years.

a Ministry of Manpower (MoM) statement said this is 
to ensure leadership renewal. Mr gan Kim Yong, Minister for 
Health, will succeed Mr Mah.

The MoM said that, as the longest-serving chairman 
of the SLF, Mr Mah had made valuable contributions to 
the development and growth of the SLF and the labour 
movement here. 

This included investing resources to benefit workers 
and providing financial support for lower income workers.

¢ maN aCCuSed of murderINg WIfe
a jobless man was yesterday charged with 
murdering his wife in a flat at Block 441B, 
Fernvale road in Sengkang, on Wednesday.

Singaporean Lee Show Fui, 32, is 
accused of killing his coffeeshop assistant 
wife, Mdm Tang Shi Fang, 37, between 9am 
and 4pm that day.

MediaCorp understands that Mdm Tang 
was a China national who later became a 
Singapore citizen.

Lee appeared in court in a green top and 
a pair of dark-coloured bermudas. He told the 
court he did not murder his wife. 

Lee is now remanded at Central police 
Division and will be back in court next Friday. 
if convicted of murder, he will face the death 
penalty. SHaffIQ aLKHatIb

SingTel, ericsson team up to provide relief efforts
SINGAPORE — SingTel has partnered Erics-

son to provide emergency communications 

services to support disaster relief efforts by 

agencies like the United Nations in South 

and South-east Asia.

It will work with Ericsson Response, a 

volunteer initiative that helps establish es-

sential mobile communications for carrying 

out relief work. 

SingTel will provide satellite services 

from countries where its regional mobile 

associates operate and its associates will 

provide local resources to assist Ericsson 

Response’s relief efforts. This will allow for 

faster deployment of emergency commu-

nications services in the event of disaster.

SingTel CEO International Hui Weng 

Cheong said: “We have chosen to partner 

Ericsson Response because of their expertise 

in disaster relief, and its existing relation-

ships with the UN, the IFRC and NGOs in 

the region. 

“We hope this partnership will help 

mitigate the effects of disasters in the region 

and make a difference to the communities in 

which the SingTel Group operates.” 

In Asia, Ericsson Response has already 

supported projects in Vietnam, Indonesia 

and Pakistan. The team was called on fol-

lowing the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami in Asia.

¢ borderS’ CLearaNCe SaLe draWS tHouSaNdS oN fIrSt day
Thousands turned up at Borders’ clear-
ance sale yesterday with some shoppers 
even bringing their own trolleys, as the 
bookstore began to clear its stock from 
its now-closed Wheelock premises. 

Bargain-hunters started queueing 
half an hour before the sale — where 
books are going from 50 per cent off — 
officially started.

Baskets for customers to place 
their books were snapped up quickly 
and the staff then resorted to giving 

out cardboard boxes.
The sale exceeded Borders’ expec-

tations and more cashiers had to be 
brought in to cope with the crowd.

Borders is closing its flagship store 
at Wheelock place because of a dispute 
with its landlord.

The Borders bookstore chain is cur-
rently in talks with parties who are 
interested in buying the company’s 
only existing store at parkway parade.

Some of its employees have been 

transferred to the parkway parade outlet.
Mr Tim reid, interim judicial 

manager of Borders, said: “The best 
thing that could possibly happen 
is that we are able to sell parkway 
parade to a party that can take all the 
staff that wish to carry on in a similar  
industry. That is clearly very high on my 
agenda.”

The five-day sale at the Singapore 
expo Hall 4B will end next Tuesday. 
Sara groSSe

ericsson president and country manager for 
brunei and Singapore Nicholas Seow (left) and 
Singtel Ceo International Hui Weng Cheong. 
pHoto CourteSy SINgteL


