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Building bridges, finding niches
Moe studies ways of expanding higher learning pathways
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weizhen@mediacorp.com.sg

PARIS — By next year, the fragmented 

university landscape in France will 

have undergone a great transforma-

tion, with more than 300 institutions 

of higher learning coming together 

to form a focused 20 clusters.

Before the winds of change 

started to sweep through the coun-

try in 2007, the higher education 

landscape was split into two types of 

institutions — the public universities, 

of which there were 85, and the 250 

“grandes ecoles”, or great schools.

French administrators consid-

ered the split to be a weakness of 

the system, and they believed that 

a clustering of both types of institu-

tions of higher learning would ena-

ble them to work together towards a 

more coherent educational strategy 

and enhancing their visibility in the 

academic world.

Minister of State for Education 

Lawrence Wong, who was in Paris 

for a two-day trip to look at France’s 

education sector, observed that uni-

versities everywhere are facing chal-

lenges posed by globalisation and 

evolving technology that is replacing 

jobs.

“If you look at Finland and 

France, they are all responding to 

these same pressures,they are trying 

to bring their universities up to strive 

for quality ... excellence in research 

and education,” he said,  adding that 

France could not strive for excellence 

previously because of the split in its 

higher education system. 

French administrators had ob-

served that students “voted with 

their feet” for certain universi-

ties, where employment rates for  

graduates were low.

Mr Wong also noted that in 

France, not every institution of high-

er learning can be at the same level. 

The way to go, he said, is to push for 

quality in a few institutions, while 

others will have to find their own 

niches of excellence.

Mr Wong, who chairs a commit-

tee tasked with expanding pathways 

to university education in Singapore, 

was in Paris on the second leg of his 

study trip to Europe. He had earlier 

visited Finland’s capital, Helsinki.

Speaking to reporters in the 

French capital on Thursday night, 

Mr Wong touched on Singapore’s 

own challenges.

“Our challenge now ... is to find 

another niche, another product ... 

that will allow us to provide degree 

opportunities for more students ... 

prepare them for the workplace of 

the future.”

Mr Wong said he wants “a sys-

tem with many bridges”.

“It’s not just one particular route 

straight from school to university ... 

getting a degree later is always possi-

ble. That should be our aim: To build 

a system ... (with) flexible points of 

entry, and bridges across different in-

stitutions so you can move quite flex-

ibly from one institution to another, 

so long as you have the inclination.”

SME1 Awards honours 60 companies
SINGAPORE — The inaugural SME1 

Asia Awards, which recognises small 

and medium-sized enterprises that 

are socially responsible and success-

ful, honoured 60 companies at a 

gala dinner at the Marina Bay Sands 

last night. 

Winners were selected from five 

categories — Distinguished, Promi-

nent, Notable, Emerging and Foreign.

Among the top winners was 

MHC Medical Network, which won 

the Distinguished SMEs Award for 

being an exemplar model for suc-

cessful small and medium-sized 

businesses in Singapore. 

OKH Holdings won in the Promi-

nent category, Paradise Group Hold-

ings in the Notable category, Pin Si 

Kitchen in the Emerging category, 

and Encompass Digital Media (Asia) 

and Sante Fe Relocation Services in 

the Foreign category.

The SME1 Awards is organised 

by APF Group, an entrepreneurship 

marketing services agency. Channel 

NewsAsia is the official media part-

ner for this year’s awards. 

In addition to the top five win-

ners, 20 other companies — or four 

from each award category — were 

singled out for their stand-out em-

bodiment of the spirit of the SME1 

Awards. 

APF Group chief executive Brans 

Ong said: “The SME1 Awards fulfil a 

gap within the business community 

— recognition of the emerging SME 

segments that place equal empha-

sis on profits and are also socially 

responsible and ethical in their busi-

ness engagements.”
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¢ SingaPore LendS a hand to quake-hit turkey
the Singapore Government will 
provide a humanitarian relief 
package worth US$50,000 to 
turkey, following the earth-
quake that struck the province 
of Van on Sunday, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs said in a state-
ment yesterday.

the funds will be chan-

nelled through the Singapore 
Red Cross for emergency relief 
supplies, the MFA said. 

on Monday, Prime  Minister 
Lee hsien Loong had written to 
turkish Prime Minister Recep 
tayyip Erdogan to convey his 
condolences to the victims of 
the devastating earthquake.

A new centre for play
SINGAPORE — Aspiring game 

developers now have a one-stop 

resource centre to turn to in Sin-

gapore.

The Game Solution Centre 

(GSC), which was launched yes-

terday by the Media Develop-

ment Authority (MDA), is man-

aged by Nanyang Polytechnic.

The centre also houses 

South-east Asia’s first PlaySta-

tion Incubation Studio.

Developers will have access 

to development tools for various 

PlayStation platforms, including 

the PlayStation3, PSP and, soon, 

the PlayStation Vita.

The MDA’s Interactive 

Media, Games and Publishing 

director, Mr Thomas Lim, said: 

“Over the next two to three 

years, we expect to have up to 30 

games coming out of this centre.

“These 30 games will be 

from 50 or more developers in 

each of these projects ... about 

500 developers will actually 

benefit from it.”

The GSC’s opening comes 

at a time when the gaming 

sector is booming. The sector’s 

value-add has increased at a 

growth rate of 50.5 per cent 

from S$7.7 million in 2004 to 

S$59.6 million in 2009.
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