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Economies of scale in schools
Letter from Kwan Jin Yao
BUILDING consistent excellence in our
schools is a noble ambition.
As Education Minister Heng Swee Keat
has expounded in the report “Excellence
in all schools, not just some” (Dec 31), it is
imperative for the Ministry of Education
(MOE) to improve teaching-learning processes in each and every school.
Moving forward, stakeholders should
be increasingly aware that classroom success should not be based on academic
performance per se, and the creation of
economies of scale could diversify pathways for students.
However, the biggest obstacle to
Mr Heng’s vision is that what renders a
school “good” appears to be tied exclusively
to results, seen from the pedantic focus on
standardised examinations to the obsession over syllabuses.
The proposition for all schools to be holistic value-adders is idealistic. Such expectations are unrealistic for the near future.
For sustainable change to take root, the
MOE must design a greater assortment of
pathways for individuals to constructively
pursue their talents in other spheres.
While the institutes of higher learning
afford schoolchildren tremendous flexibility after their inclinations or interests have
been determined, choices are relatively
limited in secondary schools.
But the latter, “neighbourhood” or not,

can develop niches to appeal to appropriate
groups of students.
Secondary schools in area-based clusters could establish centres of excellence
in differentiated fields of interest, such as
design and technology, hospitality management, writing and journalism, et cetera.
Coupled with the necessary resources,
manpower and partnership programmes,
these could form part of the co-curricular
activity framework and should also be
incorporated into the respective school
curricula.
These creative approaches would increase standards of inter-disciplinary education, broaden the applicability of subjects
outside the classroom and allow students
to pursue their ambitions more tangibly.
Building such economies of scale would
ensure that infrastructure development is
done efficiently and cost-effectively.
Parents and students would benefit
the most as they grasp the notion that true
learning is a lifelong commitment and does
not revolve around the report card.
Present undertakings are passive, not
far-reaching, and allow antiquated notions
of educational “success” to manifest in
households.
It is time to change mindsets in homes,
make our schools more diverse and less
reliant on academic benchmarks, and
to help students take full advantage of
their educational dreams, whatever they
may be.

A hassle to post registered mail
Letter from Denis Distant
IT IS an irony in our postal system that, for
a 25-cent postage and no queuing, a letter
would reach its addressee overnight, but to
post a registered mail, one needs to queue,
postage costs a minimum of S$2.50 and the
letter could arrive two days later.
When I was at SingPost’s Lucky Plaza
outlet, I was informed that registered letters had to be posted before 3pm, after
which they would only be sent to the handling centre the next day.

So, if sent over a weekend, a letter
could take four days to arrive.
Had there been no need to register, it
would be collected by 7pm and delivered
the next day. But I queued whilst others
had parcels weighed, paid their bills and
bought biscuits, sweets, handphones as
well as postage stamps.
Worse is to come, when certain banking transactions for DBS customers will be
handled by the already-harassed postalcum-sales-staff who, in general, can presently offer pleasant, efficient service.

Rail Corridor not open to public?
Letter from Thomas Lee Chee Chee
I RECENTLY brought my family for a walk
along the green Rail Corridor. But our enjoyment was short-lived when we reached
the former Bukit Timah Station and a security guard stepped out and asked us what
we were doing.
The station was fenced-off and locked
to protect the building. Still, we were asked
to move, as it was State land. After I pleaded

with him, he allowed us to take some photos at the bridge near Rifle Range Road, but
we could go no further and had to leave.
The guard told me that I should apply
for a permit from the Singapore Land Authority if we were to visit again. As the land
is now vacant, I wonder why the public is
not allowed to visit.
The entire railway track and the bridges were unguarded when it was under the
Malaysian government.

