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Report on ministerial pay review submitted to PM Lee
SINGAPORE — The committee set up to re-

view ministerial salaries has submitted its 

report to Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, 

and the Government is now studying the 

recommendations. 

Channel NewsAsia understands that the 

report is expected to be made public early 

next month.

It also understands from several Mem-

bers of Parliament (MPs) that the report 

is expected to be debated in Parliament 

soon. Next month could see two sessions 

of Parliament— one on Jan 9 as announced 

by the Clerk of Parliament — and a second 

sitting on Jan 16.

However, committee chairman Gerard 

Ee had said earlier that, with regard to how 

and when the report will be made public, 

the committee will stand guided by the 

Prime Minister.

The report comes after nearly seven 

months of consultations with the public, 

politicians and human resource experts. 

The review was announced by Mr Lee at the 

swearing-in ceremony of the new Cabinet 

at the Istana on May 21 this year, following 

the General Election. 

Political salaries are currently pegged 

to top private sector pay.

Analysts say the report will likely go 

through a first run with Cabinet ministers 

before details are released to People’s Action 

Party MPs, possibly at the party caucus on 

Jan 3. They will have to decide whether to 

accept the report, or if they would go even 

further than what have been recommended.

They may even consider whether the 

recommendations will set the tone for top 

public sector pay.

Once these issues have been discussed, 

the report will be made public and debated 

in Parliament.

Analysts say it is important that the 

report is clear on the rationale for its rec-

ommendations, and that the new formula 

is seen as fair and acceptable.

The new wages will be backdated to 

May 21. S rameSh

Excellence in all schools, not just some
urging collaborations, education minister heng to push for ‘good schools’ in every neighbourhood

tan Weizhen
weizhen@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — Instead of operating as sin-

gle entities and focusing only on individual 

excellence, schools should collaborate as 

they innovate and improve so that good 

practices can be shared.

And to foster a spirit of partnership, 

collaboration among schools will given 

greater recognition in the criteria for na-

tional school awards and also in the revised 

School Excellence Model, said Education 

Minister Heng Swee Keat in his message to 

principals and senior educators at the 14th 

Appointment and Appreciation Ceremony 

for Principals yesterday.

“When schools form collaborative part-

nerships with one another, more schools, if 

not all schools, can achieve excellence,” said 

Mr Heng, who laid out the direction the 

ministry would take in the coming years: To 

develop “good schools” in every neighbour-

hood, to nurture “values-centred” school 

leaders and to affirm the diversity of talent 

among children.

For example, the North Zone Junior 

College Consortium saw four junior colleges 

coming together to provide information for 

graduating secondary school students but 

had also evolved into a mutual learning and 

benchmarking platform where each school 

shares its strengths with one another. 

Meanwhile, plans to enhance the vari-

ous pathways to cater to students of dif-

ferent learning styles and needs will kick 

in over the next two years, said Mr Heng, 

revealing that the two specialised schools 

for Normal (Technical) students — first 

announced last year — will be located in 

Jurong East and Woodlands. 

They will take in students from 2013 and 

2014 respectively, while next year will see 

the start of the through-train programme to 

the polytechnics for N-level students.

Having emphasised earlier this year 

that character and citizenship education 

will take centre stage, Mr Heng yesterday 

stressed that implementation is key.

“School leadership determines wheth-

er carefully conceived policies with good 

intent are implemented with fidelity and 

effectiveness,” he said. 

“For example, time set aside for citi-

zenship and character education can ‘dis-

appear’ if school leaders and educators use 

the time for more remedial lessons. Such 

practices reveal the beliefs and values of 

school leaders and educators.”

He cited examples of schools that have 

given values-based education its “due time 

and weight”. Zhenghua Secondary, for in-

stance, developed an outdoor education 

programme, where, through activities like 

rock climbing, students learn how to over-

come obstacles, master their fears and sup-

port their peers.

To ensure that there are “good schools 

in every neighbourhood”, the ministry is 

now consulting school leaders to “lever-

age on the spirit of the School Excellence 

Model for every school to strive to be a 

good school”.

A good school, he said, is one 

“which adds value, in a holistic 

manner, to the students who pass 

through its doors. A good school 

is one which is concerned not just 

with preparing their students for 

the next examinations but wants 

to know what happens to their 

students long after that”.

As the roles and expectations of prin-

cipals change, the ministry will support 

school leaders through dialogues and 

forums, said Mr Heng, who also encour-

aged schools to “proactively approach and 

garner the support from parents and the 

community” in educating the young. Next 

year, a National Perspectives Forum will be 

set up to provide school principals with a 

macro perspective of the challenges and 

opportunities ahead, which will have a 

roll-on effect on students, who need to be 

prepared for challenges in uncertain times.

Fifty-two principals were appointed 

at the ceremony yesterday, among them 

Mr Pang Choon How, the youngest of the 

cohort at 35, to Chung Cheng High School 

(Main).

Mdm Jenny Law stepped down as prin-

cipal of Bukit View Primary after 41 years in 

the teaching service — the longest-serving 

principal to retire yesterday.

From left, education minister heng Swee Keat and minister of State for education Lawrence 
Wong with principals rabia Shahul, Valerie Koh and hang Kim hoo. inset: mr Pang choon 
how, 35, the youngest principal appointed yesterday. PhotoS by erneSt chua


