
hot news2

today • Friday 23 august 2013

Developing the 
programme 

In the next few 
months, the 
Ministry of Culture, 
Community and 
Youth and the 
National Youth 
Council will hold a 
series of dialogue to 
engage youths and 
other community 
partners to develop 
more details of the 
programme.

Resources, grants for volunteers with youth corps
SIau MINg EN
siaumingen@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — The new volunteer youth 
corps hopes to attract young people 
who want to take a break from their 
studies to do community work, as well 
as those without any experience in vol-
unteering.

The volunteers will be provided 
with resources and grants to imple-
ment local and overseas projects, the 
National Youth Council (NYC) said 
yesterday as it announced more de-
tails of the corps.

Supported by the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Community and Youth, the pro-
gramme is expected to be implement-
ed early next year and aims to support 
6,000 volunteers annually. Funding 

I would not try to give 
myself a grade on the 
report card but a lot 

of the things which we set off 
saying we want to do, these last 
two years have been busy years, 
whether it’s housing, whether its 
healthcare, whether it’s public 
transport, the ministers have 
been working hard, a lot of 
pieces have come out.

Everybody would like to pay less taxes. 
I think everybody would like a bit more 
from the Government. Finally the 

Government has to get money from you, because 
the Government doesn’t have any other magic 
source coming from heaven ... Today, we are in 
balance, it’s good. But beyond a point, we become 
like the Europeans or the Americans, you get 
into trouble ... in my speech on Sunday after 
talking about all the good things, I had to remind 
everybody that all good things have to be paid 
for, which I think as working adults you will know.

PM dialogue: 
Community 
spirit topmost 
on youths’ minds

corps, we can ensure that volunteer-
ing experience will be fulfilling for the 
individual and impactful for the com-
munity,” said Mr Wong.

Mr Lee added that youths “need 
some organisation to back you up and 
you can push it the way you want to go”. 

“If I prescribe you having to do this, 
it may not be exactly your cup of tea. 
But I organise this, I enable it to hap-
pen, I think it channels some of our 
idealism and desire to do good and at 
the same time it makes a difference to 
the beneficiaries,” he said. 

A g reei ng w ith M r L ee a nd 
Mr Wong, some participants said the 
youth corps could present an oppor-
tunity for like-minded young Singa-
poreans to get together and collabo-
rate on projects, as well as exchange 
knowledge. 

Youth volunteer Natalie Morris, 29, 
who works as a State Counsel with the 
Attorney General’s Chambers, point-

ed out that while she started off volun-
teering because her school required 
her to do so, she eventually met peo-
ple with similar aspirations and they 
started projects together. 

She said of her volunteering work: 
“It may have started out being me-
chanical, but eventually, it has become 
so far, a lifelong passion.”

The participants were divided on 
whether their generation were, in gen-
eral, apathetic or altruistic. 

Programme exPected to start early next year

a Singapore50 committee will be set 
up and headed by Education Minister 
Heng Swee Keat to look for ideas to mark 
the Republic’s 50th year of independence 
in 2015, said Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong yesterday.

“We should mark the occasion 
properly, 50 years is a significant 
milestone … I don’t think we should just 
have a fireworks display and a party, I 
think that would not be at the right level,” 
said Mr Lee, noting that Mr Heng had 
successfully chaired the Our Singapore 
Conversation committee.

Mr Lee added: “It’s an occasion for 
us to look back over 50 years, think back, 
what have we done, what has made this 
work, what do we want to do in future, 
and also commit ourselves to say yes, I do 
want to do this in future, let’s make this 
happen together.”

There needs to be a “right mix” 
between a celebration and a “thanksgiving 
service”, he said. adding that youths will 
be involved, Mr Lee cited the possibilities 
of community or social projects. “You 
need as wide an involvement as possible, 
people groups, committee groups, 
government.” TAN WEIzhEN

hENG SWEE KEAT TO 
chAIR SINGAPORE50 
cOmmITTEE: Pm LEE
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for the youth corps will come from 
the National Youth Fund.

The setting up of the corps — 
aimed at giving young people more 
opportunities to be involved in com-
munity projects — was announced by 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong dur-
ing his National Day Rally on Sunday

The programme will be open to stu-
dents from the Institute of Technical 
Education, polytechnics, universities 
and adults between 15 and 35 years old.

Upon completion of a project with 
the corps, a “pay-it-forward” grant 
will be provided to encourage youths 
to continue with community work and 
share their experiences with junior 
volunteers.

The programme will have two key 
components, one of which involves 

overseas community projects that 
are built on the existing Youth Expe-
dition Project (YEP). The latter pro-
motes volunteerism among youths by 
encouraging them to embark on com-
munity service-learning projects.

Acting Minister for Culture, Com-
munity and Youth Lawrence Wong 
said yesterday: “So over time, your 
existing YEP will be subsumed with-
in the youth corps, it will be restruc-
tured, it will be more focused.”

The other component involves local 
community projects. “We will match 
youths to critical local community 
needs and enable them to make sus-
tained and meaningful contributions,” 
the NYC said.

An initiative by the National Univer-
sity of Singapore’s computing students, 

Computing for Voluntary Welfare Or-
ganisations (CVWO), is an example of a 
local community project that the youth 
corps might be looking at.

The CVWO, which is supported by 
the youth fund this year, involves the 
development of an IT system to bet-
ter manage the administrative tasks 
of voluntary welfare organisations. 

Fresh graduate Jonathan Low, 26, 
the CVWO’s current President, said: 
“We face uncertainty every year when 
it comes to raising funds”. The club 
would be able to obtain a “source of 
sustained funding” if it were to join 
the youth corps, he added.

Mr Wong, who is also the NYC 
Chairman, said when it comes to con-
tributing to the community, the feed-
back gathered from youths is that they 
“don’t always know how to go about do-
ing so”. Hence, the NYC will work with 
several youth organisations to develop 
training and mentoring programmes 
for the youth corps members. 

Nanyang Technological University 
undergraduate Jordan Tan, 24, said 
that his peers “don’t really have a care 
for people who aren’t as privileged” 
and Mr Alan Lai, 34, Deputy South 
China General Manager at The Ascott 
Limited, said the younger generation 
has a mentality that the Government 
should give more and tax less. 

Singapore Management Universi-
ty undergraduate Moses Mohan, 24, 
however, disagreed. 

He said there was a growing trend 
at his university of students taking 
time off to volunteer. 

Mr Lee said he believed that youths 
here are, by and large, passionate 
about causes. But there is “a balance 
between taking the lead and bringing 
people along”. 

“If we say charge and nobody is fol-
lowing you, I think that’s not a very 
successful charge. On the other hand 
if you go around discussing where 
should we go, shall we do or not do, 
you may never take the initiative and 
then the opportunity will pass you by,” 
he said.

“So the skill is how do you shape it 
so that people are ready and when you 
say go, people go happily and willing-
ly, and then as the situation changes, 

Prime 
minister 
lee 
Hsien 
loong  
on ...

the PaP government’s performance 
since the 2011 general election … If I say (with a monthly household income of) 

S$2,000, you can afford a three-room flat, S$4,000 
you can afford a four-room flat, I really don’t mind 

whether you’re S$4,000, single income or S$4,000, dual 
income ... S$2,000, probably 70 per cent, 80 per cent of the 
population would make it; S$4,000, easily more than half 
the population would make it. So I think it’s affordable. But 
it’s your personal choice if you decide you want to take 
(care of) your kid at home ... If you decide you want your 
career — I think today many ladies want their career — then 
you have dual incomes. Then we will have to provide 
childcare centres for you, which we are also short of.

Housing affordability for single-income couples ... taxes and social spending ...

well, you can adapt to it and make sure 
people are looked after.” ADDITIONAL 
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Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien 
Loong having 
a conversation 
with young 
Singaporeans 
after the dialogue 
session yesterday. 
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