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National Youth Council to be revamped to better engage the young
SINGAPORE — The national body over-
seeing youth affairs will be restruc-
tured in the Government’s latest move 
to better engage the young here.

Speaking in Parliament yester-
day, Mr Lawrence Wong, Minister for 
Culture, Community and Youth, said 
there is scope to do even more for the 
National Youth Council (NYC) and 
to raise awareness of what it has to  
offer young people. The restructuring 
will include building up the NYC’s ca-
pabilities to reach out to them. 

The council, said Mr Wong, must 
champion youth engagement, coordi-
nate with stakeholders on youth pro-
grammes nationwide, gather feedback 
from the ground and conduct research 
to better understand their needs.

“It must provide a voice for youth 
to influence and shape national poli-
cies,” he said, adding that more details 
would be shared in the coming weeks.

The NYC restructuring is one of 
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SINGAPORE —  Buoyed by the public 
response to the launch of ActiveSG, 
Sport Singapore is now planning to 
get companies involved, with a corpo-
rate membership programme expect-
ed to be rolled out by year-end.

More than 330,000 people have 
signed up for membership since the 
launch of the ActiveSG scheme — the 
national movement to get Singapore-
ans to stay active and keep fit — on 
April 26.

To bring companies on board, Sport 
Singapore also hopes to introduce cor-
porate sports leagues, similar to Sin-
gapore Business Houses Leagues that 
ran from the 1930s to the mid-90s.

Sport Singapore chief executive of-
ficer Lim Teck Yin said while details 
are still being finalised, the plan is to 
have a membership programme that 
allows companies to buy sports pack-
ages for their staff to utilise at Sport 
Singapore’s 21 sports and recreation 
centres islandwide. 

Companies which sign up will be 
rewarded with extra credits based on 
the packages that they buy. They will 
also be able to use the credits to partici-
pate in the corporate leagues for sports 
such as football, table tennis, badmin-
ton, swimming and track and field. 

“We know we had about 13.9 mil-
lion visitors (to our facilities) last year. 
We should be able to get to 500,000 
(sign-ups) in a matter of months,” said 
Mr Lim yesterday at Manulife Singa-
pore’s sponsorship announcement 
for national water safety programme 

Movement to get Singaporeans 
playing sports plans to have 
corporate memberships, leagues

SwimSafer. “Our value proposition is 
the facilities network around the is-
land, so if your company has employ-
ees scattered everywhere, they can 
reach out to the different zones.”

As for corporate sports leagues, 
their size will depend on demand, said 
Mr Lim. “The Corporate Community 
Games run by (a private) company last 
year had more than 40 companies tak-
ing part, and we know the number of 
50 to 100 is a starting point,” he added.

The Singapore Business Houses 
Leagues, hugely popular in the ’70s 
and ’80s, drew participation from 
leading companies, such as Singapore 
Airlines, Fraser and Neave, Sime Dar-
by, Cold Storage and OCBC for sports 
such as football, athletics and squash. 

several measures that the authorities 
have taken to better engage youth and 
ensure they have fair access to sports 
and the arts. 

Mr Wong said that, as Singapore 
continues to evolve, youth must be 
equipped with the knowledge and at-
tributes they would need to become 
active and discerning citizens.

“We must encourage our youth to 
get involved in causes and projects 
that help build a better society. We 
must aspire for Singapore to be a 
problem-solving democracy; a democ-

racy of deeds.”
Mr Wong pointed out that citizens 

of some countries, previously upheld 
in some quarters as role models of de-
mocracy, are becoming increasingly 
cynical. “It is especially worrying that 
many young people in such countries 
have succumbed to disillusionment 
and grown more disengaged from 
public life and their communities,” he 
said. “We must never allow this to hap-
pen in Singapore.”

While political education is im-
portant, the priority in education 
should be on character development, 
added Mr Wong. He also told Parlia-
ment that a review of youth hangout 
*SCAPE will be carried out. The min-
istry will be looking at how the space 
on Orchard Link can be better used, 
the tenant mix there, as well as mak-
ing its programmes  more appealing 
and relevant to youths, for example, in 
areas like music and media.

.Other youth spaces are also being 
planned in other parts of the island.

Last year, a S$100 million National 
Youth Fund was rolled out to support 
youth initiatives in community causes. 

A volunteer Youth Corps has also 
been set up and will begin its first in-
take next month. 

More than 250 applications from 
a diverse range of backgrounds had 
been received, said Mr Wong. He also 
gave an update on the SG50 Celebra-
tion Fund, set up in January to spur 
widespread participation in Singa-
pore’s 50th anniversary celebrations 
next year and which provides fund-
ing of up to S$50,000 for each project. 

More than 100 proposals had been 
received, ranging from performanc-
es and publications to charity projects 
and volunteerism, Mr Wong said, add-
ing that this shows Singaporeans want 
to celebrate their culture and look be-
yond celebratory events. JOy FANG

We must encourage our 
youth to get involved in 
causes and projects that 

help build a better society. We  
must aspire for Singapore to be  
a problem-solving democracy;  
a democracy of deeds.
Mr Lawrence Wong
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Former national footballer Ho 
Kwang Hock, who represented trad-
ing firm Jebsen & Jessen back then, 
alongside ex-Lions Syed Mutalib and 
S Rajagopal, was happy to hear that 
corporate sports leagues were being 
revived. “When we played at Farrer 
Park, we had easily over 1,000 peo-
ple lining up around the open field to 

watch,” said Mr Ho, 59.
National middle- and long-distance 

coach Ghana Segeran, who helmed 
Singapore Airlines’ athletics team 
in the ’80s, added: “It really created 
some good rivalry, but brought us to-
gether ... It will bring back the commu-
nity and sporting spirit to Singapore.”

Yesterday’s sponsorship announce-
ment at the Jalan Besar Stadium also 
saw Manulife Singapore committing 
about S$1 million to SwimSafer, an ini-
tiative to provide children with water 
safety knowledge and water survival 
skills. The partnership will see spe-
cial skits and souvenirs produced to 
complement about 40 outreach pro-
grammes conducted by ActiveSG in 
sports centres and schools. 

OCBC will be keen to participate as we 
have an active staff recreation club and 
facilities for our staff to exercise. We also 

participate in the annual cross-border Games 
with OCBC Bank Malaysia in sports such as 
tennis, table tennis, football, badminton and golf.
Ms Koh Ching Ching
ocBc’s head oF group corporate communications, responding 
FavouraBLy to news oF a possiBLe return oF corporate sports Leagues
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