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National Youth Council to be 
autonomous body under MCCY
Siau Ming En
siaumingen@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — The National Youth Coun-
cil (NYC), currently a division under 
the People’s Association (PA), will be 
restructured as an autonomous body 
under the Ministry of Culture, Com-
munity and Youth, a move welcomed 
by stakeholders who felt it meant a 
ramp-up in support, as well as greater 
clarity in youth development.

Adventure group Outward Bound 
Singapore (OBS) — which is also cur-
rently under the PA’s purview — will 
also come under the new NYC. 

Announcing this at the inaugural 
Singapore Youth Conference yester-
day, Minister for Culture, Communi-
ty and Youth Lawrence Wong, who is 
also NYC chairman, noted the growth 
in the number of youth organisations 
and youth participation in social 
groups over the years.  

There are now more than 200 youth 
organisations, ranging from uniform 
groups to community groups, while 
the National Youth Survey conduct-
ed between September and December 

Consul-General rebuts 
HK report on open 
letter by Catherine Lim

Joy Fang
joyfangz@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — A South China Morning 
Post (SCMP) report on Monday about 
novelist Catherine Lim’s comments in 
an open letter to Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong has drawn a sharp rebut-
tal from Mr Jacky Foo, Consul-Gener-
al of Singapore in Hong Kong.

SCMP’s report titled “Writer Cath-
erine Lim’s open letter to Singaporean 
PM fuels social media debate” had 
quoted Dr Lim’s open letter to Mr Lee, 
in which she said Singaporeans “no 
longer trust their government”.

In a forum letter to the newspa-
per published yesterday, Mr Foo said 
Dr Lim had first asserted this claim in 
1994, when the People’s Action Party 
(PAP) had won the 1991 General Elec-
tion with 61 per cent of the vote. 

Since then, the ruling party has 
taken Singapore through a number of 
serious crises relatively unscathed and 
has won four further general elections 
by healthy margins, he pointed out. 
“But still, (Dr) Lim continues to regu-

PAP has weathered crises  
since claims were first made  
20 years ago, says Jacky Foo 

larly bemoan a collapse of trust and 
respect for the government,” he said.

In Dr Lim’s open letter published 
on her blog last Saturday, the politi-
cal commentator observed that Singa-
pore is “in (the) midst of a crisis where 
the people no longer trust their gov-
ernment, and the government no long-
er cares about regaining their trust”.

People, she said, are resorting to 
forms of high-visibility and high-risk 
protest never seen before and this is 
spreading to involve large segments 
of the population. She also criticised 
Mr Lee’s defamation suit against blog-
ger Roy Ngerng.

Mr Foo refuted Dr Lim’s claim 
that the suit will further erode trust. 
“Mr Lee acted because the Govern-
ment prizes integrity as the ultimate 
source of the trust it enjoys,” he said. 
“A leader who does nothing when he 
is accused of criminally misappropri-
ating monies from the state pension 
system must engender mistrust in his 
honesty and leadership,” he said, add-
ing that the accuser should have basis 
for the accusations.

In a follow-up post on her blog pub-
lished yesterday, Dr Lim clarified that 
Mr Ngerng’s defamation suit was not 
the direct cause of her writing the let-
ter. She had been observing with in-
creasing dismay at a series of happen-

WrIter raPS PM Lee’S deFaMatIon SuIt aGaInSt BLoGGer

Close to 100 youths have 
been chosen for the pilot 
intake of the youth Corps 
Singapore and will begin the 
programme with a five-day 
residential orientation on 
Pulau ubin next week, aimed 
at equipping them with 
leadership and project-
management skills to support 
them in their respective 
causes. 

The youth Corps 
programme, first mooted 
by Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong during last 
year’s national Day Rally, 
is intended to increase 
opportunities for youth to do 
projects in the community 
and match them to critical 
community needs. 

The year-long programme 
will be broken up into two 
semesters of service, with an 
overseas or local community 
project in each semester. 

The pilot intake of 
volunteers will begin their first 
semester of service between 
June and December this year. 

Speaking to reporters 
at the Singapore youth 
Conference yesterday, 
Mr Desmond Lee, 

Minister of State (national 
Development), said the intake 
had been chosen from more 
than 200 applicants. 

“as a pilot programme, 
we want to have a more 
controlled environment so 
that we can ourselves feel our 
way forward, feel our way as to 
what the young people want, 
what community partners 
need,” said Mr Lee, who 
also chairs the 13-member 
advisory Committee formed 
to provide guidance to the 
youth Corps.

among those in the 
pilot batch is 23-year-old 
Mohamed abbas Sheyed 
Ebramsa, who, together 
with his friends, runs a social 
enterprise that helps low-
income Malay housewives 
become financially 
independent. 

“youth Corps provides an 
avenue to really match these 
mentors to you, the skills you 
require; everything is there for 
you, the opportunity is there 
for you to grab and move on 
in life,” said the second-year 
business student at nanyang 
Technological university. 
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PIlOt INtAkE Of yOUth cORPS  
tO StARt tRAINING NExt wEEk

last year found that about two-thirds 
of youths today are involved in social 
groups — an increase from 44 per cent 
a decade ago. 

While this is a positive develop-
ment, it has also come with its down-
sides. For example, a Youth Expedi-
tion Project (YEP) team that went to 
Cambodia found it difficult to find op-
portunities or platforms to continue 
volunteering, said Mr Wong. Others 
hesitated to step up and lead subse-
quent YEP teams and some did not 
continue volunteering.   

“The story is not a unique one ... 
And it shows that while our youths 
have many opportunities to be in-
volved in community projects, there 
is still a lot of scope for improvements 
in the way we go about doing our youth 
development and youth engagement 
efforts,” Mr Wong said in his speech. 

Noting that the NYC has been a di-
vision under the PA since its founding 
in 1989, he said: “Much like a young 
adult, I think it is time for (the) NYC 
to take on larger responsibilities and 
play a bigger role.”

He added: “I believe this move will 

put (the) NYC in a much better posi-
tion to be a national youth champion.”

The restructuring is expected to 
be completed early next year. The 
NYC will then look at planning more 
spaces and programmes to reach out 
to more youths. A review of *SCAPE 
in Orchard will be conducted to study 
how it can be enhanced to better sup-
port youth aspirations, especially in 
areas such as dance, music or media. 

Speaking to reporters on the side-
lines of the conference, Mr Wong not-
ed that with the growing diversity of 
the youth landscape, it would be “more 
difficult” for an entity within the PA 
to link up organisations effectively. 
Plans to include OBS as part of the 
revamped NYC was also due to “con-
siderable synergies” between the two. 
“So (many) of the things that OBS 
does (are) in common with the things 
that (the) NYC wants to do,” he said. 

Ms Jamie Ho, executive director of 
youth organisation Trybe Limited, felt 
the restructuring signalled a ramp-up 
of youth development at the national 
level. This could help her group rede-
fine its work on the ground to prevent 
overlap. For instance, it may choose to 
focus on working with younger youths 
— those between 12 and 16 — as the 
Youth Corps Singapore might focus 
more on older youths, she said. 

ings in the political scene, culminating 
with the defamation suit, she said.

Addressing criticism that she was 
being too much of an alarmist, Dr Lim 
stressed that “it is a crisis, or at least 
a crisis-in-the-making”. 

She pointed out that the “disgruntle-
ment” of a minority of 40 per cent of the 
electorate in the years leading to the 
2011 General Election had led to “the 
worst-ever performance of the PAP”. 

your report, “Writer Catherine 
Lim’s open letter to Singaporean 
PM fuels social media debate” 
(June 9), quotes the writer saying 
“Singaporeans no longer trust  
their leaders”.

Ms Lim first asserted this two 
decades ago in 1994. The ruling 
party had won the 1991 general 
Election with 61 per cent of the 
vote. Ms Lim thought that was a 
poor performance and spied “a 
great affective divide” in Singapore 
between the government and 
the people.

Since then, the ruling party has 
taken Singapore through a number 
of serious crises relatively unscathed 
— the 1997 asian financial crisis, the 
outbreak of severe acute respiratory 
syndrome in 2003 and the 2008 
global financial crisis. in addition, 
it has won four further general 
elections by healthy margins. But 
still Ms Lim continues to regularly 
bemoan a collapse of trust and 
respect for the government.

There are international 
benchmarks of trust in government. 
For example, the Edelman Trust 
Barometer found only 37 per cent 
of respondents in the united States 
trusted their government. The 
united Kingdom scored 42 per 
cent and Hong Kong 45 per cent. 
Singapore scored a respectable 
75 per cent.

of course, not all is perfect in 
Singapore. Like other developed 
societies, our middle class too feels 
the squeeze from globalisation. 
The government has openly 
acknowledged the problems of 
income inequality and slowing 
social mobility. it has done much to 
overcome them and is doing more 
in a sustainable and responsible, 
not populist, way. That is why 
trust in government in Singapore 
remains high.

Ms Lim is also wrong to claim 
that Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong’s defamation suit against 
a blogger will further erode trust. 
on the contrary, Mr Lee acted 
because the government prizes 
integrity as the ultimate source of 
the trust it enjoys. a leader who 
does nothing when he is accused of 
criminally misappropriating monies 
from the state pension system must 
engender mistrust in his honesty 
and leadership. The person making 
the accusations should have basis 
for the accusations and should 
not be gratuitously lying.

it is no coincidence that in 
countries where lies and false 
accusations are the stock in trade 
of public debate, people have a low 
opinion of all politicians and a very 
low trust in their governments.

Mr Jacky Foo, Consul-General  
of Singapore in Hong Kong

tRUSt IN GOvt IN SINGAPORE REMAINS hIGh, SAyS OffIcIAl

There are international benchmarks of trust  
in government ... the Edelman Trust Barometer 
found only 37 per cent of respondents in the 

United States trusted their government. The United 
Kingdom scored 42 per cent and Hong Kong 45 per 
cent. Singapore scored a respectable 75 per cent.

She said that while graffiti and mass 
protests are common in other coun-
tries, they are unique in Singapore. 
“One senses, uneasily, that this could 
be just the beginning,” Dr Lim said.

When asked about her response to 
Mr Foo’s letter, she referred to her fol-
low-up post. “I welcome all comments, 
as I find it instructive to get as many 
perspectives as possible on a subject 
that I’ve been writing about for years.”


