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Civil society should work with political parties to address issues

I refer to Mr Pravin Prakash’s com-
mentary “The evolution of modern 
Singapore’s civil society” (Sept 11).

He pointed out the fundamental 
shift that has occurred in civil soci-
ety since the 2011 General Election 
and how this evolution has captured 
the interest and participation of the 
wider public.

It is amazing 
how Finland’s 
educational 
system could 
have so few 
examinations, 
yet produce 
a world-class 
economy and 
be hailed as 
a role model 
in education 
seminars 
globally. 

I agree that civil society must be 
strengthened so it has moral author-
ity to debate public issues.

I agree also that political parties 
must accept this public sphere and 
find avenues to increasingly engage it, 
despite the noise and chaos this would 
bring. But we must not stop there.

For civil society here to evolve and 
better mature, even if it remains non-
partisan, it must not shy away from 

engaging political parties where there 
is agreement and alignment about ad-
dressing an issue.

Think Centre, for example, worked 
with the National Solidarity Party in 
its campaign against the mandatory 
death penalty. Also, some from the 
community did not shy away from 
engaging the Workers’ Party in their 
campaign for public transport subsi-
dies for people with disabilities. 

But such examples are few and  
far between.

The fear of how the governing par-
ty may react to advocacy groups that 
work on a particular cause with other 
parties seems to be preventing such 
collaborations. But perhaps this fear 
is only self-imposed.

A non-partisan civil society does 
not mean not working with political 
parties.

From ravi phileMon

Switzerland has been ranked top in 
the World Economic Forum’s Global 
Competitiveness Report six years in 
a row and has produced many Nobel 
Prize winners. (“S’pore still world’s 
second most competitive economy”; 
Sept 4).

Finland was fourth, and it is amaz-
ing how its educational system could 
have so few examinations, yet produce 
a world-class economy and be hailed 
as a role model in education seminars 
globally. (“Learning for life, the Finn-
ish way”; March 5, 2013)

Singapore, on the other hand, has 
tuition even for sports. (“‘Sports tui-
tion’ a growth field”; May 13)

For most students here, we should 
aspire to the Finnish or Swiss system, 
do with less tuition and more time to 
think out of the box as well as develop 
the courage to venture forth.

This would stand our future gen-
eration in good stead as they compete 
in an increasingly borderless and com-
plex world. Tuition should be reserved 
for our underprivileged.

Recently, I bought a ticket for an ex-
press bus from Kuala Lumpur to Sin-
gapore. To my disbelief, I was off-
loaded at Larkin Terminal, left to wait 
30 minutes and later given RM3.30 
(S$1.30) for a Singapore- Johore Ex-
press bus.

I paid RM50, whereas the fare from 
KL to Larkin is only around RM30. 
Upon enquiry, I was told that since the 
toll hike, many of the bus companies 
no longer enter Singapore, as it is op-
erationally not profitable. 

Travellers like me are not only pay-
ing extra, but are also inconvenienced. 
A normal journey before the hike took 
five hours; it is now seven hours.

Many travellers are surely looking 
forward to an amicable resolution to 
the toll hike saga and the resumption 
of normal express bus services.
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