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Chua Chu 
Kang MP 
opts out of  
PAP’s CEC  
AmAndA Lee
leeguiping@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — Chua Chu Kang GRC 
Member of Parliament Zaqy Mo-
hamad will not join the People’s 
Action Party’s (PAP) highest de-
cision-making body as his current 
employer is the party’s auditor.

Instead, Tampines GRC MP 
Baey Yam Keng will be co-opted 
into the 18-member Central Exec-
utive Committee (CEC), the party’s 
organising secretary Chan Chun 
Sing said yesterday.

Mr Zaqy, who joined Ernst & 
Young last year and is now its ASE-
AN Accounts and Business Devel-
opment director, was co-opted into 
the CEC on Jan 5. However, he in-
formed the committee that he was 
unable to proceed with the appoint-
ment owning to “regulatory com-
pliance reasons”. 

“ T h e  C E C  h a s  a c c e p t e d  
Mr Zaqy’s request not to proceed 
with his appointment to the CEC,” 
said Mr Chan in a statement. 

“The CEC looks forward to  
Mr Zaqy Mohamad’s continued 
contributions to the party and  
to Singapore.” 

Mr Zaqy told TODAY that he 
was not aware that his current em-
ployer is the PAP’s current auditor.

“For an audit firm, we take com-
pliance seriously and are sensitive 
to independence. 

“As soon as I was informed by 
the firm that Ernst & Young was 
the auditor for the PAP, I alerted 
the CEC,” he said.

When contacted, Mr Max Loh, 
ASEAN and Singapore managing 
director of Ernst & Young, said: 
“Our partners and staff should not 
serve as a director on the board ... 
of any audit client to ensure that we 
adhere to the strictest standards of 
independence.” 

Mr Zaqy said when it comes to 
respecting Singapore’s regulations 
and law, “we have to remain above 
board at all times”. 

Although he is unable to join the 
CEC, Mr Zaqy said: “I will continue 
to serve the people as best as I can.”

Mr Baey told TODAY that his 
CEC appointment would give him 
“an opportunity to contribute in 
another way”.

“It also gives me a chance to 
share my views and offer my per-
spective on party matters.”

Fewer inmates land jobs before 
release, as recidivism increases
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SINGAPORE — Despite an increase in the 
number of employers registered with 
the Singapore Corporation of Reha-
bilitative Enterprises (SCORE), rela-
tively fewer prison inmates secured a 
job before their release last year.

A total of 1,865 inmates managed 
to get jobs last year, fewer than the 
2,114 reported in 2013. On the other 
hand, SCORE had 4,433 employers 
registered with it last year, up from 
3,876 in 2013.

Between 2010 and 2012, there was 
a 4 per cent rise in the overall rate of 

recidivism, a relapse into criminal be-
haviour. The figures were released by 
the Singapore Prison Service (SPS) 
yesterday as part of its annual statis-
tics for 2014.

Last year saw a total of 11,595 con-
victed imprisonments. Most of the 
convictions involved property crimes, 
drug and immigration offences. As of 
the end of last year, there were 9,754 
inmates in prison.

A spokesperson for SCORE said 
there were several reasons for the 
fall in the number of inmates secur-
ing jobs before their release. These 
include a decrease in the number 
of inmates at the tail end of their 
sentences who indicate a need for  
employment assistance.

SCORE helps inmates find job op-
portunities in industries such as hos-
pitality, logistics and manufacturing. It 
said it had constantly reviewed its job 
preparation process to stay relevant 

More eMployerS regiSter intereSt in hiring ex-inMateS laSt year

Fall in number of inmates at 
tail end of sentences who ask 
for help finding jobs among 
reasons cited by stat board

and better match the needs of inmates 
to the demands of the work industry. 
This includes assessing an inmate’s 
industry suitability and job readiness.

“Job coaching is also provided to 
help enhance inmates’ commitment 
toward holding a job and their job 
readiness,” the spokesperson added.

Ms Denise Phua, chairman of the 
Government Parliamentary Commit-
tee for Social and Family Develop-
ment, said the increase in the recidi-
vism rate is a cause for worry.

She added that there ought to be 
some analysis into the length and 
quality of support during remand, 
and especially after release. 

“The rehabilitation and aftercare 
service, and period (of rehabilitation) 
may have to be strengthened and 
lengthened as this is the period where 
re-offence is most probable,” said  
Ms Phua, who is also a Member of Par-
liament for Moulmein-Kallang GRC.

‘Messiah’ hacker pleads guilty 
to 39 computer misuse charges 
KeLLY nG
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SINGAPORE — Hacker James Raj Aroki-
asamy, who goes by the moniker “Mes-
siah”, has pleaded guilty to 39 charges 
of computer misuse for hacking into 
the web servers of Fuji Xerox, a fan 
site of popstar Sun Ho and govern-
ment-related websites in 2013.

The 36-year-old had faced a total 
of 162 charges, of which 39 computer 
misuse charges and one charge for 
drug consumption were proceeded 
with. The remaining 121 charges will 
be taken into consideration for his sen-
tencing. Deputy presiding judge S Jen-
nifer Marie adjourned sentencing to 
next Friday. 

The prosecution, which described 
James Raj’s offences as “the largest, 
most prolific cyberattacks ... against 
IT systems in Singapore”, asked for 
five to six years’ imprisonment, while 
defence lawyer M Ravi sought a jail 
term of four years.

Yesterday, a district court heard 
that James Raj performed a series of 
seven high-profile cyberattacks be-
tween March and November 2013, 
six of which were committed within 

a span of two months. 
On Oct 17, 2013, he defaced a web 

page of the People’s Action Party 
Community Foundation (PCF) with 
a hooded figure accompanied by the 
word “HACKED”. 

His other actions included illegal-
ly accessing and modifying content 
on servers of the Ang Mo Kio Town 
Council’s website, The Straits Times 

blogs, a fan site for popstar Sun Ho, 
who is also the wife of City Harvest 
Church’s founder Kong Hee, and Fu-
ji Xerox. The Fuji Xerox hack attack 
compromised a server containing 
confidential data belonging to 650 of 
Standard Chartered Bank’s clients.

The attacks had stirred public anxi-
ety, with government agencies raising 
vigilance after James Raj published an 
online video threatening that infamous 
hacker group “Anonymous”, which he 
claimed to be part of, would “go to war” 
with the Singapore Government.

Affected organisations spent about 
S$1.36 million to repair their comput-
er systems, the court heard.

Deputy Public Prosecutor G Kan-
nan said James Raj was a serial offend-
er whose acts warranted a sufficiently 
severe sentence to deter re-offending.

“The offences involved a significant 
degree of premeditation and were 
committed in a highly sophisticated 
manner ... It was easy and will remain 
easy for him (to do it again),” said  
Mr Kannan.

Defence lawyer M Ravi contended 
that the acts were “highly amateur-
ish” and had not resulted in any phys-
ical damage or theft of intellectual 
property. 

“(James Raj’s) acts helped to iden-
tify weaknesses in the networks which 
could have, in time, been destroyed 
by people with far more malicious in-
tent,” Mr Ravi added.
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