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This is one 
area (where) 
we are going 
to step up en-
forcement and 
we are going 
to continue  
to do so.
Dr Vivian 
Balakrishnan
Minister for the 
environMent  
and Water  
resources

Balakrishnan 
urges stand 
against littering as  
summonses double

SINGAPORE — The National Environ-
ment Agency (NEA) issued 19,000 
summonses for littering last year, 
which was double that of 2013, said 
Minister for the Environment and 
Water Resources Minister Vivian 
Balakrishnan yesterday.

While this was partially due to a 
stepping up of enforcement action, 
he said people must not be afraid to 
stand up to those who litter and re-
mind these people to keep the sur-
roundings clean.

“This is one area (where) we are 
going to step up enforcement and we 
are going to continue to do so,” said 
Dr Balakrishnan at the South-West 
District’s ECo-Day Out.

Littering has been under the spot-
light in recent days. 

Last week, Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong pointed to the trash that 
was left behind at the Laneway mu-
sic festival and contrasted it with how 
Myanmar football fans picked up lit-
ter after a match at the Singapore Na-
tional Stadium, to urge Singaporeans 
to pick up after themselves.

One day later, Emeritus Senior 
Minister Goh Chok Tong also com-
mented on the littering issue, saying 
Tokyo does not face the problem de-
spite not having rubbish bins in pub-
lic places. Echoing Mr Lee’s message 
for Singaporeans to be a “clean” rather 
than “cleaned” city, Mr Goh wrote on 
his  Facebook page: “Without foreign 
workers, Singapore is likely to become 
a ‘garbage city’. Cleanliness is a charac-
ter thing. It shows who you really are.”

During the ECo-Day Out event yes-
terday, it was also announced that a 
project to recycle used light bulbs will 
be expanded. The South-West Com-
munity Development Council is aim-
ing to collect 50,000 light bulbs over 
the next five years. For each one col-
lected, an energy-efficient bulb will be 
given to a needy family within the dis-
trict to help them save on electricity 
bills. KIMBERLY SPYKERMAN

Residents of Sembawang share stories in new book
SINGAPORE — A book containing stories 
of Sembawang, as told by its own resi-
dents, was launched yesterday.

Titled The Chronicles of Remem-
brance, the book was put together by 
about 80 students who interviewed 
residents at their homes. In the book, 
the 50 residents gave their perspec-
tives of how Singapore has changed 

and the challenges it went through. 
It also has pictures of and interesting 
facts about Sembawang.

In conjunction with the launch, 
about 500 residents went on a trail 
to visit the places of historical signifi-
cance mentioned in the book.

Speaking at the event, National De-
velopment Minister Khaw Boon Wan, 

who is also Member of Parliament for 
the ward, said how the country is gov-
erned will shape the next 50 years.

“If you have a good, honest govern-
ment — it does not matter which par-
ty it comes from, so long as you have 
good, honest, capable political leaders 
who sacrifice themselves for the inter-
est of Singaporeans — then Singapore 

SG100 will be even more outstanding 
than SG50,” he said.

Mr Khaw also brought up the 55th 
birthday of Housing and Development 
Board (HDB) yesterday and spoke 
about the benefits it has brought to 
Singaporeans. “Every Singaporean 
will be able to afford their own home 
and that’s because of CPF (the Cen-
tral Provident Fund), that’s because of 
HDB and that’s because of good gov-
ernment,” he said. CHANNEL NEWSASIA

Spike to 19,000 notices last year 
partially due to stepping up of 
enforcement action: Minister


