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As graduate 
numbers 
grow, a hard 
truth: Not  
all degrees 
are equal
NG JING YNG
jingyng@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — After graduating with a 
second-class upper degree in human 
resource management, Mr Tan, 30, 
took some time to land a full-time job 
and he is currently doing administra-
tive work — buying office supplies and 
processing claims. “I wished that we 
were taught more skills in university 
instead,” he said. 

Another graduate, Mr Tang, 27, 
who has a chemistry degree, has 
been working in an admin support 

temporary posi-
tion for the past 
18 months. “Un-
like our parents’ 
time, it seems like 
there are many 
people holding a 
degree now but 

the fact is there are many jobs out 
there that do not require a degree 
holder to do the work.” 

On the other hand, there are gradu-
ates who have, by their own volition, 
ventured into careers that have little 
to do with what they had studied for in 
university. A PhD holder in biomedical 
sciences, Dr Christopher Yang, was a 
research fellow at the National Univer-
sity of Singapore’s Yong Loo Lin School 
of Medicine when he made the switch 
into the financial sector four years ago. 

The 41-year-old said his biomedical 
career was going well, having received 
a grant to advance immunology re-
search. But a series of circumstances 
— including the outlook of the indus-
try, and the birth of his fourth child — 
led to him making the career switch. “I 
had to seriously think about my career  

Changes to the  
S’pore family could  
see policy tweaks
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SINGAPORE — Last year, for the first 
time ever, nuclear families — consist-
ing of two parents living with their 

Fewer nuclear families could mean more 
challenges in marshalling family support

children — made up fewer than half 
of families here, and Social and Family 
Development Minister Tan Chuan-Jin 
signalled yesterday that this sobering 
statistic and other changes in family 
structures could prompt a re-exam-
ination of the way the Government 
crafts its policies. 

In his first major speech as Social 

nuclear families noW make up feWer than 50% of families here
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GAlA NIGht At thE CAPItOl the Capitol theatre staged its first show last night, with singapura: the musical taking centre stage.  
the iconic theatre has undergone extensive renovation but has retained its original charm, including the Zodiac decoration on the dome ceiling.
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SportsHub 
on the hunt 
for new CEO
SINGAPORE — SportsHub Pte Ltd 
(SHPL) has started a global search 
for a new chief executive officer, but 
the company says the process is 
part of its succession planning and 
is “not a new or recent decision”. 

SHPL chairman Mark Wood-
hams said this yesterday in re-
sponse to TODAY’s queries about  
the hunt for a replacement for 
Mr Philippe Collin-Delavaud, who 
was appointed to the position in 
March 2011. Mr Woodhams said 
Mr Collin-Delavaud would remain 
in his post “until well after the 
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