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NLB’s parent 
ministry, the 
Ministry of 
Communi-
cations and 
Information, 
acted swiftly 
and decisively 
by referring 
the matter to 
the police. No 
cover-ups; no 
sweeping un-
der the carpet. 
That is what 
honesty and 
integrity are 
all about.
Mr Hri Kumar Nair
MeMber of ParliaMent

MAS apologises  
for misspelling  
Yusof Ishak’s name in 
commemorative folder
SINGAPORE — The Monetary Author-
ity of Singapore (MAS) has apolo-
gised for misspelling the late Yusof 
Ishak’s name in a folder containing the 
SG50 commemorative notes, which 
were made available for exchange  
yesterday. 

The name of Mr Yusof, who was Sin-
gapore’s first President, was misspelt 
as “Yusok”. The MAS is printing stick-
ers that will be stuck over the error on 
the folders from next Tuesday. Those 
who have purchased the notes can also 
collect the stickers then. 

In a statement, MAS managing 
director Ravi Menon said: “This 
should never have happened, is not 
acceptable, and I take full responsi-
bility. I apologise on behalf of my col-
leagues who worked hard to prepare 
the notes and folders, but are deeply 
disappointed that we made this most 
unfortunate mistake. We will put  
this right.”

The set of six commemorative cur-
rency notes comprise a S$50 polymer 
note and five S$10 polymer notes with 
various designs. 

The launch of the sets at nine re-
tail banks yesterday saw long queues 
across the island. UOB said as of 11am 
yesterday, it had received more than 
10,000 online reservations, while DBS 
said its DBS and POSB branches ex-
changed 200,000 sets yesterday. 

Some took to social media to show-
case their new notes, while others 

chided MAS for the gaffe. “Terri-
ble, how can (you) spell his name 
wrongly?” said one Twitter user 
with the handle @LividEye. 

The MAS said it is “encouraged 
by the very positive feedback we 
have been getting from Singapo-
reans on the SG50 notes”. 

“We hope that Singaporeans 
will treasure these notes. We apol-
ogise once again for our oversight 
in the folder which will be rectified 
soon,” it added. 

SDA sets up 
alternative 
association 
to champion 
cabbie welfare 
SINGAPORE — Members of the Singa-
pore Democratic Alliance (SDA) have  
registered a new Singapore Cabbies 
Association (SCA), aimed at protect-
ing the rights and welfare of taxi driv-
ers here. 

The SCA will serve as an “alterna-
tive” to the National Taxi Association 
(NTA), said founding adviser and SDA 
chairman Desmond Lim, by fighting 
for stronger regulation of third-party 
applications such as Uber, enhancing 
training for taxi drivers and public 
education. 

For example, it wants the authori-
ties to push for Uber drivers to under-
go formal training and comply with 
the same regulations as taxi drivers, 
and ensure Uber drivers have up-to-
date Medisave contributions to renew 
their vocational licences. 

Added founding president and 
SCA assistant treasurer William Lim: 
“The NTA is only one single associa-
tion. The Land Transport Authority 
(LTA) and taxi companies are not 
taking into consideration their sug-
gestions enough.”

Mr William Lim, a full-time taxi 
driver, said the SCA also intends to 
engage veteran taxi drivers and traf-
fic police officers to provider training 
for new cabbies. The current training 
that taxi operators provide is very ba-
sic, he said.

The 200-member-strong associa-
tion also plans to offer legal advice and 
financial education for cabbies, and 
educate the public on, for instance, 
the safe spots to flag cabs.  

The SCA’s annual membership is 
open to taxi drivers who hold valid 
taxi driver vocational licences and 
costs S$60. Mr Desmond Lim submit-
ted the application to the Registry of 
Societies yesterday. 

When contacted, NTA executive 
adviser Ang Hin Kee told TODAY 
many agencies and authorities, in-
cluding the LTA, Traffic Police and 
Central Provident Fund Board, work 
with the NTA because of its existing 
vast network and membership. “Im-
portantly, there is an ongoing, con-
tinual effort on our part to reach out, 
so it is not a once-off event,” said Mr 
Ang, who is a Member of Parliament 
for Ang Mo Kio GRC.

While Mr Ang did not directly 
comment on the SCA, he questioned: 
“What do you bring new to the scene? 
... I still feel it is may be more effec-
tive (if) we can channel our resourc-
es through existing networks so that 
(NTA) can benefit the drivers.”

Mr Ang added that the NTA is 
looking to leverage technology and 
work with companies managing third-
party booking apps to facilitate better 
matching of cabbies and commuters.
KELLY NG

Mr Yusof Ishak’s name was misspelt as ‘Yusok’ in the folder. Photo: Channel newsasia 

AHPETC: Hri Kumar lists ‘basic 
questions’ that WP has not answered
siaU MinG en
siaumingen@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — Outgoing People’s Action 
Party Member of Parliament (MP) Hri 
Kumar Nair yesterday fired a riposte 
at Workers’ Party’s (WP) Gerald Giam 
over the latter’s remark that Aljunied-
Hougang-Punggol East Town Council 
(AHPETC) had already addressed is-
sues raised by the Auditor-General’s 
Office (AGO) on its finances.

In a Facebook post yesterday, 
Mr Hri Kumar, asking if Mr Giam 
was “serious”, listed seven “basic 
questions” he said the WP has not 
answered. These included why there 
has been no independent investigation 
into the many areas of concern in the 
town council raised by the AGO, and 
why none of the independent auditors 
it has hired has issued unqualified re-
ports on its books.

In a forum organised by the Nation-
al University of Singapore Society on 
Tuesday, Mr Giam, a Non-Constitu-
ency MP, said the WP has addressed 
points raised by the AGO on the town 
council and that the party did not see a 
need to constantly respond every sin-
gle time the Government raised the is-
sue. He added: “Just because the PAP 
does not want to accept our explana-
tions does not mean that we haven’t 
explained.”

Rebutting the comments, Mr Hri 
Kumar, who previously spoke about 

PeoPle no closer to the truth, he says

this in Parliament, said people are 
“no closer to knowing the truth” six 
months after a High Court judge 
pointed out there were “numerous 
breaches” of the statutes covering 
town councils at AHPETC. 

Justice Quentin Loh had dismissed 
the Ministry of National Develop-
ment’s application for independent 
accountants to oversee government 
grants to the town council, but flagged 
AHPETC’s “far from satisfactory” 
management of its funds and financ-
es, and the validity and propriety of 
payments it had made previously to 
related parties.

Mr Hri Kumar added: “Significant-
ly, the WP has avoided stating cate-
gorically that no public funds have 
been lost, and no damage suffered. 
How could it, given its own conduct?”

WP’s posturing, he said, also ig-
nores the “fundamental point” that 
MPs manage millions of dollars of 
public monies and owe a duty to the 
people to ensure that town councils 
comply with the law. “MPs are all ac-
countable and must act with honesty 
and integrity,” said Mr Hri Kumar. 
“If for any reason a town council goes 
wrong, MPs have the responsibility to 
be transparent and take effective ac-
tion to put things right, regardless of 
how embarrassing it may be to the MPs 
personally or to their party.”

Citing the National Library Board 
(NLB) as an example, Mr Hri Kumar 

said after the AGO found flaws in 
the way NLB procured electronic 
resources, NLB tightened its pro-
cesses. “NLB’s parent ministry, the 
Ministry of Communications and 
Information, acted swiftly and de-
cisively by referring the matter 
to the police. No cover-ups; no 
sweeping under the carpet. That 
is what honesty and integrity are 
all about,” he added. 

Mr Hri Kumar also said WP 
MPs “know what they need to do 
to put things at AHPETC right”. 
“The WP must commission a thor-
ough forensic investigation, get its 
friends in FMSS (FM Solutions and 
Services) and FMSI (FM Solutions 
and Integrated Services) to open 
their books, clean up the accounts 
and sue to recover any losses suf-
fered,” he said. He added: “The WP 
has lawyers, and it knows it can be 
done. But the WP does not want to 
do it. Why not? That is one more 
question it has not answered.”

When contacted, the WP de-
clined further comment, and re-
ferred to an open letter AHPETC 
chairman Sylvia Lim sent to resi-
dents in June, in which she disput-
ed the assertion that AHPETC had 
awarded contracts to “friends”, and 
assured that steps were being tak-
en to improve its accounting prac-
tices and controls. ADDITIONAL RE-
PORTING BY NG JING YNG

High demand
the launch of the 

sets at nine retail 
banks yesterday 
saw long queues 
across the island. 
Uob said as of 
11am yesterday, it 
had received more 
than 10,000 online 
reservations, while 
Dbs said its Dbs 
and Posb branches 
exchanged 200,000 
sets yesterday. 
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Leaders should get closer to the people: Ng Eng Hen

It’s a process 
of commu-
nicating and 
getting closer 
to people. 
Sometimes 
when you’re 
a leader, you 
tend to be a bit 
too far, which 
is why I decid-
ed to ask you 
questions and 
come near to 
you. So that 
it’s sort of flesh 
and blood.
Dr Ng Eng Hen
Defence Minister

Joy fang
joyfangz@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — Turning away from the 
usual proceedings of a forum, Defence 
Minister Ng Eng Hen instead kicked 
things off with a presentation at the 
annual Kent Ridge Ministerial Forum 
yesterday. 

Armed with a pointer, Dr Ng 
walked among the rows of students as 
he delivered his presentation on Sin-
gapore’s history and its growth, pep-
pering the audience with occasional 
questions and personal anecdotes. 

In the question and answer ses-
sion that followed, Dr Ng described 
his presentation style as an example of 
what he felt leaders should be: Closer 
to the ground. “It’s a process of com-
municating and getting closer to peo-
ple. Sometimes when you’re a leader, 
you tend to be a bit too far, which is 
why I decided to ask you questions and 
come near to you,” he said. 

During the presentation, while 
talking about the Japanese Occupa-
tion, Dr Ng shared how his father-in-
law planted tapioca during the war 
and continued to do so until he was 
80, and also kept a cupboard full of 
canned food. “He said ‘you always 
have to be ready in case there’s war 
again’,” said Dr Ng, adding that, as a 
prospective son-in-law, he had to eat 
all the tapioca set before him.

Organised by the National Uni-
versity of Singapore’s Students’ Po-
litical Association, the forum, titled 
The Years Ahead: National Decisions, 
Global Impact, was attended by 160 
students who were mostly from NUS.

With the General Election (GE) 
expected to be just around the cor-
ner, four out of the 12 questions posed 
were about the GE. Others included 
whether there would be compulsory 
conscription for women, and on Sin-
gapore’s stance amid tensions in the 
South China Sea.

A student, observing the People’s 
Action Party’s (PAP) “push towards 
the heartlands as part of its election 
strategy”, asked Dr Ng what policies 
are in the works to complement this 
“growing offensive”. 

Dr Ng pointed out that all the poli-
cies have been for the heartlands, cit-
ing MediShield Life, housing policies 
and the Pioneer Generation Package 
as examples. “That’s the strength of 
our political system; we make sure 
that the centre of gravity for our 
policies is for those who are living in 
three-room, four-room flats ... and if 
you look at our policies, I think we jus-
tify keeping that,” he said.

Dr Ng also reiterated the message 
that beyond deciding who manages 
one’s town for five years, elections 
are also about electing future Govern-
ment leaders.  “Amid the heat, the poli-
tics of it, hopefully the serious messag-
es get through — what is this about, 
what are we voting about,” he said. 

In Singapore, “if you don’t get voted 
in by your constituents, you don’t get 
to be in the Government,” he said, not-

ing that the Cabinet lost former For-
eign Minister George Yeo, Minister in 
the Prime Minister’s Office Lim Hwee 
Hua, and Senior Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Zainul Abidin after 
the PAP’s Aljunied GRC team was 
defeated in the 2011 GE. 

Asked if Singapore has the “unique” 

role of mediator between nations dur-
ing international confrontations, Dr 
Ng noted that big countries approach 
Singapore for partnership because the 
Republic offers integrity, honesty and 
openness. “I’m not just saying this be-
cause this is (the) season, but corrup-
tion is such a cancer that once it sets in, 

it’s very hard to eradicate ... if there’s 
one thing you have to prize, it is com-
plete integrity in the systems.”

Mistakes will be made, but the im-
portant thing is to get to the bottom 
of it when they occur, he said. “If there 
are people who need to be chopped, so 
be it. If I lose (my) reputation, so be it.”


